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On completing this phase of education in Religious and Moral Education, all learners are expected to 
have an awareness of the highest moral, ethical and spiritual values, such as integrity, responsibility, 
equality and reverence for life. Further, learners should have a clear understanding and respect for the 
diversity and freedom of beliefs. 

5. Particular Features of the Subject at this Phase 
 
In the Junior Secondary school phase the learner is invited to explore three world faiths and other 
religions and belief systems relevant to the Namibian society. To do this, they will work together to use 
what is known already about faith in a local context as a means to understand and interpret what is 
unfamiliar. They will then use what has been discovered about other faiths as a means of reflecting on and 
deepening their own religious experience and understanding. The learner is also enabled to become more 
aware of the inner world and of mystery. The teacher’s approach must not be dogmatic in relation to 
his/her own beliefs. It should be ecumenical in terms of all religions and value-systems. 

6. Gender and Cultural Issues 
 
Discrimination against different social or ethnic groups may sometimes be deliberate, but it is usually 
unconscious. One of the central objectives of this syllabus is to help learners to become aware of the 
barriers other people, and they themselves, erect in their minds and to become active in tackling 
discrimination. This is widespread as regards gender and more is needed than just achieving equity of 
access. Until recently, theories of curriculum development have been dominated by masculine 
preconceptions. Masculine thinking tends to be individualistic, rule-dominated and categorical, and to 
encourage competitiveness. However, religious truth cannot be constrained into categories. As well as 
valuing rigorous thought, religion values are other-related, holistic and contextual. It stresses the virtues 
of caring and nurturing. It is about expressing things that cannot be expressed in words. Therefore, in the 
learner-centred curriculum, Religious and Moral Education is of key importance, because it gives 
weighting to feminine values and ways of relating to the world as well as to masculine values. If we are to 
learn and develop as whole persons, learning must be imbued with caring, with the relatedness between 
humans and the rest of the environment. 

7. Local Context and Content 
 
This syllabus, at several points, recommends that the teacher invites an outsider to come and talk with the 
learners about some aspect of their faith and why they value it. This use of members of the community is 
most important, because the learners encounter someone living out their faith in the local, African 
context. Although the teacher must present the subject objectively, religion is about conviction and 
commitment, and the learners need the opportunity to experience that commitment at first hand. Through 
asking the visitor questions, learners may begin to realise what that person’s faith means to her or him. 

 
The syllabus will only be successful if the teacher establishes a good contact with learners’ families, so 
that they trust and are willing to co-operate with the teacher, even though the religion or ethnic 
background may be different. 

8. Links to Other Subjects and Cross-Curricular Issues 
 
The cross-curricular issues including Environmental Learning, HIV and AIDS, Population Education, 
Education for Human Rights and Democracy (EHRD) and Information and Communication Technology 
(ICT) have been introduced to the formal curriculum to be dealt with in each subject and across all 
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The teacher must decide, in relation to the learning objectives and competencies to be achieved, when it is 
best to convey content directly; when it is best to let learners discover or explore information for 
themselves; when they need directed learning; when they need reinforcement or enrichment learning; 
when there is a particular progression of skills or information that needs to be followed; or when the 
learners can be allowed to find their own way through a topic or area of content.  
 
Work in groups, pairs, individually, or as a whole class must therefore be organised as appropriate to the 
task in hand. Co-operative and collaborative learning should be encouraged wherever possible. In such 
cases, tasks must be designed so that pair or group work is needed to complete it, otherwise the learners 
will not see any relevance in carrying out tasks together. As the learners develop personal, social and 
communication skills, they can gradually be given increasing responsibility to participate in planning and 
evaluating their work under the teacher’s guidance.  

10. Summary of the Learning Content 
 

Grade 8 Grade 9 Grade 10 
Islam:  
- The Five Pillars of Islam 
- The Qur’an and Hadith 
- The Prophet and his Successors 
- Festivals and fasting 
- Pilgrimage – The Hajj 
- Special occasions 
 
Common Values:  
- Community life 
- Authority 
 

Other Religions / Belief Systems: 
- Bahai' Faith 
- Rastafarianism 
- Jehovah's Witnesses 
- The Church of Jesus Christ of 

the Latterday Saints 
(Mormons) 

- Other religions or beliefs in the 
community 

 
Freedom and Responsibility:  
- Personal freedom 
- The concept of freedom 
- Rights and responsibilities 

Buddhism:  
- Worship and beliefs 
- Special occasions 
 
Hinduism:  
- Worship and beliefs 
- Special occasions 
 
Morality and Law:  
- Marriage 
- Freedom and responsibility 
- The wider community 
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13. Additional Information 
 
A teachers' guide that contains the relevant information necessary to teach the syllabus content is 
available. All relevant terminology is explained in the teachers' guide. Both the syllabus and the teachers' 
guide can be downloaded from the NIED website at http://www.nied.edu.na 
 
Please refer to the Ministry of Education Textbook Catalogue for relevant publications you can use as 
further resource materials. 
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