














Chapter-1
The Political Movement in East Bengal and the Rise of Nationalism
(1947-1970)

At the midnight of 14 August 1947, the colonial rules of the Raj ended in India, and
gave birth to two independent nations called India and Pakistan. The eastern part of
Bengal was included in Pakistan as a province and named East Pakistan.The key part of
Pakistan was called West Pakistan. The administrative power had been exercising by
the elites of West Pakistan since the very beginning, and they engaged their political
muscle in controlling the culture, economy, politics, and the social system of East
Pakistan. So the people of East Pakistan organised protest against the injustice and
discrimination, and started agitation and mass movement. The language movement was
the first move to defend the honour of our mother tongue, Bangla. The Bengalis of then
East Pakistan were united on the issue. The spirit of the language movement contributed
a lot to launch agitation, demonstrations and mass movements against the Pakistani
rulers that were communal, partial and autocratic in nature. Based on the historic 6 point
demands, the people of East Bengal voted in favoure of the Bengali nationalism in 1970,
and gave their verdict for a secular nation named Bangladesh. A national unity was
urged on the identity based on language, history, tradition, culture and Bengali
nationalism. This national unification is called the Bengali Nationalism that encouraged
people to form a secular, non-communal Bangladesh, and after a bloody war of nine
months, Bangladesh emerged as an independent country in 1971. In this chapter we will
know about the political movement in East Bengal and the rise of nationalism.

After reading this chapter, we will be able to-
o cxplain the background and significance of e realize the spirit of the Bengali Nationalism;

Section 1.1: The Role of the Language

the language movement;

analyse the significance of the language
movement in the formation of nationalism;
explain the significance of declaring 21
February as the International Mother
Language Day by the United Nation;

be respectful to our own as well as the
languages of others;

explain the reasons of forming the Awami
Muslim League and the Jukto (United) Front;
explain the impact of the election in 1954 of
the Jukto (United) Front;

understand the reason of transformation from
the Awami Muslim League to the Awami
League in 1955, and explain the political
situation from 1958 onwards;

Nationalism

Background of the Language Movement

explain the reasons and consequences of the
anti martial-law movement in 1958;
analyse the nature of discrimination between
West Pakistan and East Pakistan;
explain the significance of the historic 6 point
demands;

explain the historic Agartala Case (State
Vs. Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and Others);
describe the background of the Mass
Uprising in 1969;
evaluate the role of the mass movement as an
influence to the Liberation War;
describe the election of 1970 and explain its
aftermath;
be conscious to defend the interest of the
country.

Movement for Flourishing the Bengali

Before the establishment of Pakistan, a debate erupted on the issue of the official
language of the proposed country. As Mohammad Ali Jinnah proposed Urdu as the
official language of the Muslim League in 1937, Sher-e-Bangla A K Fazlul Haque, a
veteran leader of Bengal protested against it. When the division of India and the
establishment of Pakistan was absolutely certain in 1947, the debate again sharpened on
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revived in the spirit of grief. The United Nations educational, scientific and cultural
organisation (UNESCO) recognised 21 February, the martyr day of Bangladesh as the
International Mother Language Day on 17 November 1999 as a result of initiatives taken
by some Bengali emigrants in Canada and the diplomatic role played by the Awami League
government. There are more than 6000 languages in the world. This day offers the
opportunity to the people of the world to show respect to the languages and cultures of other
countries. It renders a good opportunity to uphold the history of the glorious movement and
sacrifice of the people of Bangladesh for their mother tongue too. Every nation in the world
has had the opportunity to realise the significance of their mother tongue anew. We should
also make positive move to flourish the languages and cultures of the different ethnic
communities of our country. We will learn to respect the languages and cultures of other
people along with Bangla while observing the day.

Section 1.2: The Role of the Political Movement in developing the Bengali Nationalism
The people of East Bengal understood the political peculiarities of the state called Pakistan,
and realised the illusions of two nation theory immediately after the establishment of
Pakistan. Although the Bengalis were 56% of the total population, the West Pakistanis
dominated everywhere in running the state, either occupying high administrative posts or
availing of the economic and political privileges. The people of East Pakistan, i.e. the
Bengalis were deprived of their rights. There were three streams in the political parties and
leadership in that time: 1. Political parties loyal to Pakistan like the Muslim League and
other Islamic political parties; 2. Political parties defended the interest of East Bengal like
the Awami League, the National Awami Party (NAP); 3.The Socialist political parties.

The Formation of the Awami Muslim League

Rejecting the two nation theory of the Muslim league, a secular, progressive Bengali
leadership established ‘The East Pakistan Awami Muslim League’ on 23 June 1949 in a
conference at Rose Garden. Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan Bhashani and Shamsul Haque of
Tangail were nominated as the president and the General Secretary respectively of the newly
formed party, while Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was made the Joint Secretary. At the very
beginning, the party made an extended plan of activities in the interest of the Bengalis. They
decided to place some demands before the government like provincial autonomy,
sovereignty of the people, recognition of Bangla as one of the state languages,
nationalisation of the jute and tea industries, abolition of feudal system without giving any
compensation, distribution of land among the farmers, cooperative system oriented farming
etc. The party became very popular within a very short time for voicing the demands to the
government. Maulana Bhashani, Shamsul Haque and Sheikh Mujibur Rahman became the
victims of rage of the Pakistani rulers. Sheikh Mujib was arrested in 1949, and was kept in
jail as a detainee until 27 February 1952. The Awami League was the key initiator to form
Jukto (United) Front in 1954, and they changed the name of the party to ‘East Pakistan
Awami League’ in 1955 by expressing their commitment to secular ideals. So the Bengalis
and the minority ethnic groups had the opportunity to be merged into the stream of
nationalism. In this time, on the one hand, the party initiated movements outside, on the
other hand, the members of the national assembly and provincial government remained vocal
in the Parliament and inside the government to defend the political, economic and the other
rights of the people.

The Formation of Jukto (United) Front, Election and Government

After the establishment of Pakistan, ruling party Muslim League did not take any
initiative to form the central and provincial government for a long time. Besides, the
dillydallying of the central government on the issue of forming the provincial
government became clear to the people of East Bengal. The Awami League (}i)ecided to
establish Jukto (United) Front on 14 November 1953 to defeat the Muslim League in the
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forthcoming Pradeshik Porishad (Provincial Assembly) election of East Bengal. The
Jukto (United) Front was comprised of four parties after finalising 21 point demands.
The parties were the Awami League, the Krishok Sramik Party, the Nezame Islam and
the Ganotantri Dal. The Provincial election was held in March of 1954. The people
considered the 21 point demands of the Front the charter of their emancipation. The
Jukto (United) Front got 223 seats out of 237 Muslim constituencies in the Provincial
Assembly of East Pakistan, while the Muslim League bagged only 9 seats. The other
parties got the rest of the seats. The people of East Bengal gave their verdict in favour of
the Jukto (United) Front as they wanted to get rid of the dominance of the West
Pakistanis in the state power. It was evident that they wanted the Bengalis to see in the
power, and the Jukto (United) Front had the mandate from the people to form the
provincial government. The election again proved that people are the ‘sources of all
power’. They by rejecting the politics of the Muslim League brought about an end of
their regime 1n East Pakistan.

The 21 Point Demands of the Jukto (United) Front in 1954

Bangla will be one of the state languages of Pakistan;

Feudal system will be abolished without giving any compensation; all brokery and

certificate system will be null and void;

Giving fair price, the jute trade should be nationalised, and the culprits involved in

Jute scam should rightly be punished;

Cooperative agricultural system should be introduced, and handicrafts and small

cottage industries will be developed;

Salt industries will be expanded and the culprits involved in salt scam will be duly

punished;

Homeless will be rehabilitated;

Irrigation system will be improved, and measures should be taken to initiate flood

control system and to prevent famine;

East Bengal will be properly Industrialised, and the rights of the labourers will be

duly protected;

9. Free and compulsory primary education will be imparted, and a decent scale of
salary and allowance for the teachers will be ensured;

10. Bangla will be recognized as one of the mediums of education;

11. University of Dhaka and Rajshahi will be given full autonomy, and all the black
laws will be repealed;

12. Expenditure in running the administration should be reduced, and the discrimination
between high and low waged staffs will be minimized;

13. All kinds of corruptions will be wiped out;

14. Political detainees will be unconditionally released, and freedom of speech, of
meeting and assemblage, and of press will be ensured;

15. Judiciary will be separated from the administration;

16. Bordhaman House will be a hostel for the time being, and later be developed as a
research centre for Bangla language and literature;

17. A Shahid Minar (memorial) will be erected in memoriam of the language martyrs;

18. 21 February will be declared ‘The Martyr Day’ and it will be a government holiday;

19. East Pakistan will have full autonomy as per the historic Lahor proposal;

20. Free and fair election will be held regularly;

21. If the Jukto (United) Front is defeated in three consecutive by-elections, the cabinet
will resign;

The Government of the Jukto (United) Front

A K Fazlul Haque, the leader of the Krishok Sromik Party, one of the allies of the Jukto
(United) Front took oath as the Chief Minister on 3 April 1954. The Jukto Front
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Exercise

Short questions:

1. How did East Bengal become a Province of Pakistan?

2. What is the International Mother Language Day?

3. Identify the reasons of calling the historic 6 Point demands the charter of liberation.

Descriptive questions:

1. What were the circumstances of demand to establish a militia force in 6 Point
demands?

2. ‘The people of East Pakistan fully participated in the movement of the 6 Point
Demands because of the discriminating attitude of the rulers of West Pakistan
towards the East Pakistan about financial matters’— substantiate your points in
favour of your statement.

3. ‘The liberation war was the inevitable outcome of the general election of 1971°-
explain.

4. Explain the reasons of terming the historic Agartala case as a conspiracy by the then
rulers.

Multiple choice qustions:

1. What ideal was spread out in East Bengal by the language movement?

a. The Bengali Nationalism
b. The secular ideology

c. The two nation theory

d. The community feeling

Read the pragraph below and answer the question nos. 2 & 3 that follow:

Rifat watches cartoons on television on 21 February every year, but this year he comes

to school to participate in the morning procession, and took a vow to place floral wreath

at the Shahid Minar (The Martyr Memorial) every year, and he will never write Bangla
by using English letters.

2. The vow Rifat took to lay wreath at the Shahid Minar expresses his —

1. respect to the martyrs of the language movement

ii. inclination to get applause

ii. love for cherishing the memory of the martyrs
Which one of the following is correct

a. 1&1i

b. i &iii

c. 1l &iii
d. i, 1 &iii

3. The spirit reflected in the changed disposition of Rifat is his-
a. respect to the Bengali nationalism
b. tendency to imitate people
c. love for his own language
d. disinclination to write English language






Chapter-2
The Independent Bangladesh

Bangladesh achieved the independence through armed struggle in 1971. The Bengalis
experienced widespread sufferings, and sacrificed a lot to achieve the independence. The
Awami League won by the abso%ute majority in the general election of Pakistan in 1970
under the leadership of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. The people of East
Pakistan spontaneously voted for the Awami League to be free from the oppression of
the Pakistani rulers. But the rulers of the West Pakistan started hatching plots not to hand
over the power to the Awami League. Yahia Khan suspended the session of the national
assembly on 1 March 1971 sine die. Sheikh Mujibur Rahman called for Ashhcjog
Andolon (the non-cooperation movement) on 2 March protesting the decision. In a
historic speech delivered at the Racecourse on 7 March 1971, Bangabandhu called for
taking preparation with all one’s soul to achieve the liberation and independence. The
Pakistan army swooped on the civilians on 25 March. Bangabandhu declared the
independence on the early hours of 26 March. The formal campaign of the liberation war
began after the formation of the Mujibnagar government and the approval of the
constitutional declaration on 10 April, and we achieved independence on 16 December
1971 after a bloody war of long nine months. A total of 93 thousand Pakistani invading
soldiers surrendered in that day, and Bangladesh emerged as an independent and
sovereign country in the world map. The Bangabandhu government faced enormous
challenges to cope with the situation of a war torn country, but Bangabandhu was
brutally killed and his government was ousted from power in a military coup on 15
August 1975. That was the beginning of the autocratic rules in Bangladesh. Democracy
was reestablished by deposing the junta through a long struggle and continuous
movements by the people. The country returned to the track of the socio-economic
development again. In this chapter, we will know about the background of the
independence of Bangladesh, her emergence, reconstruction, military regime,
reestablisment of democracy and the development of socio-economic condition.

After reading the chapter, we will be able to —

analyse the importance of the oration of 7
March in achieving the liberation of
Bangladesh;

explain the significance of naming
Mujibnagar,

evaluate the role of the Mujibnagar
government in commanding the liberation
war;

evaluate the roles of various political parties,
students, professional groups, women, mass
media, cultural workers and mass people in
the liberation war;

evaluate the roles and contributions of the
important political leaders to the events in
achieving the independence;

evaluate the roles of various countries and
creating global opinion in the emergence of
independent Bangladesh;

analyse the historic significance of the
great liberation war;

explain the process of reconstruction of a
war affected country;

describe the brutal killing of the father of
the nation and four other national leaders
in 1975, and the subsequent political
changes;

describe the rise of military rules after
1975,

describe the killing of General Ziaur
Rahman and the subsequent elections;
explain the despotic rule of H M Ershad
since 1982 and its impacts;

describe mass movement in 1990 and
reestablishing of democracy;

describe the significant socio-economic
and cultural development of Bangladesh.
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community and raise funds to help the distressed people of Bangladesh. About 40,000
people attended the concert where Harrison sang songs describing the anti-inhuman
activities of the Pak-army in our liberation war. The media of Australia, West German,
France, Italy, Japan and Canada along with Britain helped winning the support of the
world community against the atrocities of the Pakistani inavding army. Iraq also
supported Bangladesh. The people, media, and some congressmen of the United States
supported our libration war, but some of the countries opposed the war of independence.

The Role of United Nations

The main objective of the United Nations is to establish world peace and maintain
security throughout the world. When Pak-Junta Yahia Khan was jealously engaged in
slaughtering the Bengalis instead of handing over the power to the elected body of East
Pakistan, then the UN remained silent. It did not take any effective measure against the
genocide and the violation of fundamental rights. In fact, the UN had a very little power
to act on its own initiative except the five influential countries that could exercise the
veto. Its power to slate was feeble either.

The Historic Significance of the Liberation War

The liberation war of Bangladesh is a significant event in the world history. Bangladesh
was the first among the third world countries that achieved independence through armed
struggle. The people of East Bengal were the victims of oppression, repression and
exploitation since 1947 by the Pakistani rulers, but the rebellious people of this land
revolted against all the evils that came to an end with the victory in the liberation war on
16 December 1971. Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahaman, the greatest leader of the
liberation war called for the independence on 7 March 1971 and formally declared it on
26 March, and after an armed struggle of nine months, we achieved it on 16 December
1971. The mass people of this country provided all cooperation to the freedom fighters.
As a result, the liberation war became the expression of the Bengali nationalism. The
liberation war created a new patriotic zeal among the Bengalis and different ethnic
communities living in this land, and they being inspired by this zeal, engaged themselves
in the reconstruction of a war torn country. we have got an independent country through
the war of liberation, and she has secured her position in the world map. The dream that
the Bengalis nourished for thousand years came ture through the victory in the war. The
liberation war of Bangladesh inspired the oppressed people of the world desirous of
freedom.

Section 2.2: The Rules of Bangabandhu in the Reconstruction of Bangladesh
and aftermath

The ultimate victory in the liberation war was achieved through the unconditional
surrender of the Pakistani invading army on 16 December 1971. The independent
government of Bangladesh came to Dhaka from India on 22 December and assumed
office. The country started running by the declaration of independence delivered on 10
April 1971. 10, January 1972 Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the father of the
nation came back to independent Bangladesh and took the responsibility as the head of
the government. Reconstruction of the war torn country, administrative reformation,
rehabilitation of one crore refugees, drafting of the constitution, holding of fresh
election, sending the Mitrabahini (friendly troops) back to India, earning recognitions of
various countries etc. were the remarkable achievements of his rules. The Father of the
nation and his family were brutally killed on 15 August 1975 by some aberrant army
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Ganoporishad started on 10 April 1972. It was a significant event in the development of
democracy in Bangladesh.

Nationalisation of abandon industries: The Pakistani industrialists set up factories
including Adamjee in the land of Bangladesh during the Pakistani rules. As the owners
of those factories left the country, the government of Sheikh Mujib natonalised all the
abandoned industries, and brought under the ownership of the state.

Natioanlisaion of the Primary Education: There were 38 thousand primary schools in
the land of Bangladesh during the Pakistani rules. The teachers who had been serving
these schools would receive very small salary from the government. Bangabandhu
nationalized all the primary schools, and with the step, the Bangladesh government took
all responsibiites of the Primary education.

A Committee for New education policy: The Bangabandhu government formed a
committee for new education policy headed by eminent scientist Dr. Kudrat-e-Khuda in
1972. The Committee submitted a policy for the scientific education in 1974. The
Bangabandhu government took the initiative to implement the modern education system.

The Relief and Rationing system: The Bangabandhu government distributed to the
affected families blankets, foods and money that came as donations from foreign
countries in 1972. He also introduced the rationing system in the village and city areas to
provide foods and other household commodities to the people in reasonable price.

The General Election of 1973: The first general election was held on 7 March 1973.
The Awami League won the election with absolute majority. The government was
formed under the leadership of Bangabandu for the second time.

New Financial Policy for five years: The Bangabandhu government formed a 5 Year
Planning Commission, and took initiatives to reform the commerce, industry, agriculture
and other sectors to rebuild a war-affected country as recommended by the Commission.
The government waived all land-taxes with arears upto 1972 .

The Second Revolution Programme for an Oppression-free Society: When
Bangladesh was busy with repairing the immeasurable loses caused by the war, hike in
oil price in the international market, food crisis and crop failure for the flood in 1973-74
put the country into a new crisis. Groups of hoarders, corrupt people and conspirators
were active in the country. The government of Bangabandhu formed Bangladesh
Krishok Shromic Awami League (BAKSAL) with the leaders and activists of the Awami
League, NAP, the Communist Party and other parties for achieving the economic
emancipation and creating an exploitation free nation. He took initiative to introduce a
new socio-economy and politics that was termed as the Second Revolution by him.

The Foreign Policy: Bangabandhu after returning from Pakistan to Dhaka on 10
January 1972 said in a statement that Bangladesh believed in peace and did not support
enmity towards anyone. He declared, ‘friendship with all, no enmity towards anybody’.
He had called upon the world community to recognise Bangladesh and assist in the
effort of reconstruction of the country. So at least 140 countries recognized Bangladesh
as a sovereign and independent country within a very short time. The Soviet Union
helped Bangladesh in sweeping landmines from the Chittagong Port. Other friendly
nations also extended their hands in providing food and relief to the distressed people.
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Jainal, Dipali Saha and some other students were killed by the Junta. A 15 party alliance
under the leadership of the Awami League and 7 party alliance under the leadership of
the BNP was forged. The anti-Ershad movement in 1990 reached its peak and finally on
6 December 1990, General Ershad resigned.

The Ershad government followed the most of the policies of the Ziaur Rahman regime.
During his tenure, the fist SAARC summit was held in Dhaka in 1985.

The Formation of Party and Election

General Hussain Mohammad Ershad faced violent political opposition from the
beginning of his assuming power. On the demand of the political parties, Ershad
allowed to start political activities. He gave permission for informal politics from 1 April
1983 and gave permission for open politics from 14 November. Ershad himself tried to
form a political party named Jonodo! on 17 March 1983 and declared the 18 point
Action plans. The Union Parishad election was held in 1983 and the Pourashava
(Municipal) election was held in 1984. Ershad organized a referendum on 21 March 1985.

General Hussain Mohammad Ershad introduced the Upazilla system to decentralize
power. The first Upazilla Parishad election was held on 16 and 20 May 1985 amid
violent oppsition from the political parties. The Jatio (Nationai) Front was formed with
Jonodol and 5 other small parties on 16 August. This Front emerged later as The Jatio
Party. General Hussain Mohammad Ershad after retiring from the army, became the
Chariman of the Jatio Pariy.

The National Parliament Election was held on 7 May 1986. A total of 28 parties
including the Jatiyo party of Hussain Mohammad Ershad, 8 party alliance under the
leadership of the Awami League and the Jamat-e-Islam participated in the election. The
7 party alliance led by the BNP boycotted the election. In the election, the Jatiyo Party
won by securing 153 seats out of 300. The Awami League got 76 seats single handedly
and appeared as the second largest party, they complained against General Ershad for the
media coup to snatch the victory. The observers also support the complaint. The
presidential election was held on 15 October 1986. All the major opposition political
parties did not take part in the election, and General Hussain Mohammad Ershad was
declared the President of the country after the farcical election.

All political parties, general people and civil societies exploded into a rage against
General Hussain Mohammad Ershad after holding the Parliament and Presidential
election in 1986. People started agitation demanding the resignation of Ershad and
holding a meaningful election. The National Parliament was dissolved as all the elected
members of the opposition resigned in December of 1987. The fourth National
Parliament election was held on 3 March 1988. All the major opposition parties
including the Awami League and the BNP boycotted the election. The Jatiyo Party won
the election bagging 251 seats, and the government sponsored Shommilito Birodhi Jote
(cop) headed by A S M Abdur Rob got 19 seats. The JSD (Shiraj) got 3 seats, the
Freedom Party got 2, and the other individual candidates bagged 25 seats.

The roads and communication system of the country was significantly improved during
the nine year long rules of General Hussain Mohammad Ershad.
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Exercise

Short questions:

1. Present the structure of Independent Mujibnagar government of Bangladesh in a
table.

Identify the role of mass communication in achieving independence.
Write the role of the Soviet Union in the liberation war of Bangladesh.
What are the reasons of mass uprising in 1990 ?

“Independence is the biggest achievement of our country and people”- what are your
logics in favour of this statement?

Descriptive questions :

bl

Describe the contribution of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman in achiving the independence.
Explain the reconstruction process of the war torn country.

Explain the fundamental policy of the Constitution of 1972

Evaluate the administration of General Ziaur Rahman.

. Evaluate the election process of General Ershad.

Multiple choice qustions :

1. Who was the Relief and Rehabilitation Minister of the Mujibnagar Government?
a. Captain M. Mansur Ali

b. Tajuddin Ahmed

c. Khondokar Mostak Ahmed

d. A HM. Qamaruzzaman

I

2. To drum up the support of world community in favour of the Liberation War,
the government and political leaders —

1. Ran Shwadhin Bangla Betar Kendra,

1. Trained guerrilla fighters.

1i1. Gave speech in various international forums.
Which one of the follwing is correct?

a 1&1
b. 1 and iii
¢. landii

d. 1,1iand iii.

Read the paragraph below and answer the question no. 3 & 4.
After the liberation war, Bangladesh started reconstruction work of a war ravaged
country. As a rehabilitation process, Bangabandhu government waived taxes of land

up to 1972 with all interest. After that he introduced “The Second Revolution”
programme.
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According to the paragraph, which initiative did include the primary step of
Bangabandhu?

a. Formulation of new Constitution

b. Distributing Relief and Rationing

c. Initiating “The Second Revolution” programme
d. New five years plan for economy

According to the paragraph, what is the purpose of Bangabandhu’s taking the
later step?

a. Agricultural development

b. Infrastructural development

c. Development of Engineering

d. Socio-economic and political development

Creative questions :

1.

Imran’s father was an artist of the Shwadhin Bangla Betar Kendra. The general
people joined the Liberation War being inspired by his songs. On the other hand, his
mother supplied food to the freedom fighters in the Liberation War Camp. Some
times, she took care of the injured freedom fighters.

a. How the Liberation War was termed?
b. Explain the role of the Mujibnagar government in achieving independence.

¢. What was the role in the Liberation war of the media where Imran’s father
worked for?

d. To accelerate the achievement of Independence, the role of women like Imran’s
mother was significant. Show logics in the light of the text you read.

Dulu Mia, son of a freedom fighter was a jail guard at the Dhaka Central Jail on 3
November 1975. At the mid-night, he saw a group of armed men went to the special
cells of the jail and killed some persons there. Dulu Mia informed this to his father.
In a instant reaction, his father said the main motive of this killing was to destroy the
achievements of armed struggle in 1971.

a. What is the lactating mother assistance fund?

b. What 1s the role of ‘Bangladesh Ganoporishad’ in progressing democracy of
Bangladesh.

c. Explain which incident as per your reading was related to the killings witnessed
by Dulu Mia.

d. Do you agree with the opinion with the Father of Dulu Mia? Present in the light
of your reading of the text.
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Section 3.1 : The Family Structure of Bangladesh

Every human child borns in a family and grows up there. Man’s birth, the whole active
life and the ending of life are accomplished through family bondage. No human society
will be found where there is no family. Family is the smallest unit of social organization
where the father, mother and their children live together. All the qualities including love-
affection, control-regulation of father, mother brother, sister and other children grow and
advance in a family.

The Concept of family

The family is the fundamental organization of a social structure. It is the first step of an
organized life. It is basically a permanent organization or an institution of a couple
where they may or may not have children.

Marriage is the important precondition for the formation of a family. A male person
creates a family by marrying a female person in a socially accepted manner. The family
also existed in the primitive societies. In that society, a family was formed without
marriage, but it is impossible in the present society. We do not know any such family
where there is only brother sister without any father-mother or any mother and daughter
or son or father and his unmarried son or daughter or grandfather and his grandson or
daughter. So, it can be said that family can be formed with or without marriage.

The family is the universal institution of people leading an associated life. The existence
of a family remains in every society and in every sectors of social development. It is the
emotional foundation of our united life. Giving birth to children, rearing them up, the
bondage of love and affection, the formation of values, creating awareness of the rights
etc. happen in a family. As an institution, a family has some special rules and
regulations, ideals, values and active organizational base, and its collective form is
known as the family structure.

From the primitive society to the present, many changes have been taken place in the
formation of a family, its function and its structure. But, despite these changes, the
necessity and importance of family are immense to human society comparing to other
institutions, because the family is the safe haven in a man’s life from the beginning till
end. Men’s relation with the family, from their birth to death, is very deep and
regulatory. The social, economic, psychological and cultural security is being ensured
through a family.

The Classification of Family

Families are of different varieties depending on society or country. Families can be
divided into different types based on different yardsticks. Families can be classified into
numerous varieties based on the numbers of husband -wife, authority, size of family,
family status, living place and the process of selecting the bride and the groom.

1. Family based on the numbers of husband and wife: Families of this kind can be of
three types— the monogamous, polygyny and polyandry family. A single or
monogamous family can be formed by the matrimonial relation between a man and a
woman. A single wife family is seen as the most common type of family in the world.
This type of family is regarded as an ideal family. In this family structure, friendly
rapport is seen to be the core between a husband and a wife. Again, the family that is
formed through the marriage between one man with many women is known as polygyny
family or family having many wives at a time. In this type of family, a single man can
keep more than one wife living at a time. Commonly this sort of polygamous family is
seen in the agro-based local Muslim family. Such custom is also seen in the Eskimo and
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his own caste is Exogamous family. This family is of two types. When a bridegroom of
superior caste marries to a bride of lower caste, is called morganatic or Anulome
marriage system. When a bridegroom of lower caste marries a bride of upper caste it is
called morganatic or Protilome marriage. The root cause of this type of marriage is to
prevent incest from the society. Again, if a person marries within the same caste of his
own is called as Endogamous family. This type of Endogamous marriage is more
common in Hindu society. To protect the so-called blood bondage and to keep intact its
purity is the only reason behind these types of marriage. Now a days, many changes
have been taken place to form such type of families. Most of the Hindu families consider
this colour custom as superstitions.

The Common Function of a Family

The scope of the role of family in human society is immense and its functions are multi-
dimensional. Family plays a significant role in giving birth to children, rearing them up,
nourishing and developing rightly. This role is seen worldwide in all the family
structure. The role of family is also undergoing a change due to social transformation,
but there are some basic functions performed by the families of all societies around the
world. Some of the functions of a family are discussed below:

People form family in order to fulfil the biological demand in a socially acceptable
manner. Family fulfils the biological demand of male and female through marriage. The
main objective of framing a family is giving birth to children, and rearing them up.
Proper rearing up of the children is a work related to the productlon of children. This
function remains as a responsibility of the family until the child becomes self-
dependent. In this case, proper rearing up of children depends on the income of the
family.

In addition to child’s rearing, socialization of a child is the key responsibility of parents
and other members of the family. A child learns to see himself through the eyes of others
from his age. They also learn the family values, can express their liking and disliking,
can be introduced with outsiders, and develop the skills of adaptation with others. Since
childhood, a child learns from the family about the social norms — manners, customs,
behaviour, rules and regulations, practices, etc. The desired behaviour of a child is
shaped through the congenial environment of the family. Apart from paying attention to
his physical needs, a family fulfils the demands of a child’s mental security, safety of
love and affection. Lack of mental security, frustration, inferiority complex and tension
can be created in a child’s mind. We shall be more aware of this issue in the next section.

Once, family was the main centre of all financial activities. In that time, all necessary
things were produced in home. For this reason, family was called as the main unit of
production system. Once all these financial activities were performed by the joint
families in rural area, but with the passage of time, these financial activities of a family
are being performed by institutions like factory, shop, market and bank. Now the family
members work outside home to earn money. For this reason, the family is treated as a
unit of earning. Besides, the rural agro-based families of our country are the main
driving force of agro-economy of Bangladesh. Not only this, cottage industry, which is
an important factor in the economy of our country, has been formed on the basis of
family.

Family is one of the mentionable centres of tutoring of a child. After birth, a child gets
his primary education from home. Mother is the best teacher of a child. Though
nowadays, all the responsibilities of teaching has taken over by the educational
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The cultural environment is formed through the man made components of the society.
Everything, including dwelling house, roads, behaviours, science and knowledge,
encompass the cultural environment. In the process of socialization, the influence of
cultural environment on people is also deep. Man’s human quality develops and his
mental faculty broadens in a developed cultural environment.

Human being is recognized as social creature because of their united living. There is a
psychological reason behind such united living. The growth and development of
mechanical civilization in all the surroundings is called technological environment. This
environment also influences on our social environment. Technological invention, for
example, computer, television, internet etc. also influence man’s behaviour and conduct.
Besides, natural factors also influence in many ways on the lives of people’s Social life.

The Social Life: The Social life is an important component of socialization. The social
life of human being is mainly regulated through several behavioural factors and conduct.
The social life is a set of conduct, behaviour and life style of a human being that he
acquires from living in a society. People participate in various activities and ceremonies
of the society. People try to adapt with those activities and ceremonies through their
actions, reactions and behaviours. In this respect, people try to perform their work by
imitating the behaviours of other people. It means, through this tendency of imitation,
people acquires various things like language, pronunciation, mode of speaking, etc.
Many things of the society and its culture are transmitted through the language to the
people. Ceremonies like birthday, marriage ceremony, Eid day, Puja festival, Christmas
day, birth anniversary of Buddha, marriage anniversary etc. occurs in our social life.
These ceremonies of social life influence the process of socialization

The Social Values: The values are specific features of our social life. The standard of
people’s life style can be measured through these values, because, by exercising these
values, a man’s conduct becomes obvious regarding social rules and regulations, norms,
customs, respect for social laws, etc. The social values are our common cultural ideals.
The views, needs, good and bad aspect of people in the society can be assessed through
these ideals.

As people grow up, they learn all the social values. Everyone gets equal importance and
facilities in the society. Showing respect to the elderly person, offering love and
affection to the younger one, exercising truthfulness and justice are the social values
present almost in every society. People acquire these values from the society. The values
of the united social life can be expressed through their life style; for example, the social
values of a Bangladeshi or an Indian are different from that of a Chinese people. The
Bangladeshi and the Indian people stress much importance on their lifestyle about the
spiritual development, sacrificing own interest for the sake of others etc. On the
contrary, the fundamental characteristic of the life of a Chinese people is the
development of prosperity or wealth. The social values influence the personality of a
human being that can be evident from his thinking, behaviours and conduct.
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In some families of our society, only father earns. And in some cases, both parents earn.
They need to apply many rules and regulations for the smooth direction of their family
life. The behavior and values of individual parents influences on the socialization of the
children. A child’s attitude of self determination and the tendency of stubbornness is the
result of the influence of his parent’s attitude. In this way, from the other members of the
family, for example, brother-sisters uncle-aunt, cousins, the grandparents from both
paternal and maternal side and all other close relatives influence the behavioural pattern
of a child’s life. It further enriches the self-conception of a child and beautifies his
personality.

The Relatives and the Neighbours: The persons with whom we have blood relations,
excluding our own family members, are our relatives. And the people, who live around
our home, are our neighbours. People grow up in association with their relatives and
neighbours since childhood. The position of relatives and neighbors are just next to the
family. For proper development of a child’s life, the role of relatives and neighbors are
important. A group relation is developed among the children of the same ages in our
neighborhood. A child acquires qualities like cooperation, fellow-feeling, unity,
leadership, etc. from the group relation of the neighbourhood. Children participates and
enjoys different ceremonies of the neighbours, like marriage, birthday, Eid, Puja,
Christmas etc. and through such participation, children acquires qualities like tolerance,
adaptation, fellow feeling etc. All the family members participate in any ceremonies of
the neighbours; for example, birthday, marriage, marriage anniversary etc. Again, if
anybody gets sick, neighbours play a more vital role than the close relatives. Neighbours
are the first partners of all happiness and sorrows.

The relationship of neighbours differs on the basis of village and city. In rural society,
the relationship of neighbours is to be very intimate. There is no artificiality in this
relation. But the relation among the urban neighbours is not very intimate. But, they
become close by participating in different joyous festivals in the society. Neighbours
give us lesson on socially accepted behaviours directly or indirectly. For this, good
neighbours are essential.

The School and schoolmates: In the process of socialization, school and schoolmates
play an important role to a child after the family. School is the formal media of
socialization. Besides, acquiring knowledge, a child also learns some social ideals from
the school. These ideals include discipline, punctuality, reverence, cooperation, mutual
love, etc. Participating in different activities in the school, a child comes in contact with
the teachers, classmates, workers, school environment, and institutional values. All these
elements influence the behaviours of the child, and it increases in his mind the qualities
like leadership, respect for others, unity, patriotism, fellow feeling, tolerance, friendship
etc. The school makes a child able to cope with the lessons of the next stage or in his
workplace. A child also learns the behaviour, conduct, courtesy, etc. of any of the greater
societies from the school. The topic of the textbooks also influences in many ways the
conduct of the student. The quality like truthfulness, justice, consideration of good and
evil, is learnt from the school by a student. So the role of school in the process of
socialization of a child is immense. The environment of the school, the conduct and the
values of the teachers play the most important role for the proper socialization of a child.

A child’s play-mates and class mates play a significant role for the proper socialization
of a child. Through them, a child’s quality like cooperation, tolerance, fellow feelings,
leadership etc. widens. There can be a dispute or conflict between the playmates and
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Exercise

Short questions:
1. How will you define the concept of a family?
2. Identify the reasons of more Patrilocal families in our social systems.
3. What is the reason of change in endogamous family system? Explain.
4. Explain the roles of school in your socialization.

Narrative questions:
1. Explain with examples the economic functions of a family.
2. Explain the economic functions of your family among all other works in the
family.
3. Explain the types of families in your village.
4. “The role of playmate 1s significant for the socialization of a person” — Illustrate.
5. Find out the dissimilarities of socialization of two students living in village and

city.

Multiple choice questions:
1. How many types of families are there depending on the number of husband and

wife?
a. 2
b. 3
c. 6
d. 7.

2. The reason for breaking up of joint family system in Bangladesh is-
1. Poverty and increase of population
. Industrialization and urbanization
ii. Illiteracy and ignorance

Which one of the following is correct?

a. 1&1
b. i&iii
c. 1i &iii,
d. Lil &iii

3. Which one of the following is the types of family depending on authority?

. Monogamy
JS;Iilrile Patriarchal Patrilocal Polygyny
S Matriarchal Matrilocal Polyandry

1 1 v

a.l. b. 1.
c. 11 & iii d i & 1v
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Read the following passage and answer the question no. 4 and 5:

Faiyaz and Rajina have a family of five members, only Faiyaz participates and gives
opinion in the decision making process and in all the activities of his family. On the
other hand, Mongpru and Idongpru also have five family members. Idongpru only
takes decision in her family matters.

What is the type of family of Faiyaz and Rajina?
a. Patrilocal

b. Patriarchal

¢. Nuclear

d. Extended

What are the characteristic similarity regarding the types between the family of
Faiyaz and Mongpru and Idongpru?

a. Regarding family size

b. Regarding family status

c. Regarding family authority and Power

d. Regarding family Inheritance

Creative questions:

1.

Ripa resides next to the flat of Bidita. Ripa treats with care when relatives of Bidita

come to Bidita’s house. One day Ripa got sick. That time Ripa’s parents were not in

the home. Bidita’s parents took her to the hospital. When Bidita broke her leg by a

rickshaw accident, Ripa cured her with her service staying in the hospital for a week

with Bidita. In Bidita’s birthday Ripa and her family come to her house with gifts.

a. How many are the types of families based on authority?

b. Why a family is called the unit of income? Explain.

c. What are the influence of the element of socialization do you find in the
behaviours of Bidita ? Explain

d. “In the urban life neighbours are the most intimate persons”. Do you agree with
the view ?

Tahsan and Mahi work in a private Bank. After marriage they live together in a flat.

Their only child, Muna passed her time with the help of the domestic servant. Muna

remains in sleep when her parents come back home after their work. Again, when

they go for work, that time also Muna remains sleeping. None of the parent can give

time to Muna. After some days, Tahsan and Mahi noticed that Muna talks and

behaves like the domestic servant. It becomes a matter of dispute between the

husband and wife. They blame each other, Tahsan says “Only mother is the ideal for

all children”. Mahi replies by saying, ‘Both the parents have equal responsibilities

for their child.’

a. What is mass media?

b. “Socialization is a lifelong process” — Explain.

c. Explain the influence of the family stated in the event in changing the behaviours
of Muna.

d. Analyse the statement of Mahi in the context of this passage.
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Venus: Venus is the closest to the Earth and its position is the second from the sun by
distance. It is 10.8 crore km away from the sun and only 4.3 crore km from the Earth.
We find it in the western sky as the evening star, and at dawn as vesper in the eastern
sky. It orbits the sun once in 225 earth days. It has no natural satellites. Like earth,
Venus has a substantial atmosphere but has no oxygen in it. The presence of carbon
dioxide gas 1s about 96%. This planet orbits on its own axis very slowly. Therefore, the
sun rises and sets twice a year in its sky. Acid rain showers due to the dense cloud of
carbon dioxide in this planet. It is much drier than the earth, and the pressure of air is
ninety times stronger in its atmosphere than that of the earth.

The Earth: The Earth is the third closest planet to the sun. It has an area of 510,100,422
square kilometers. Its diameter measures 12,752 km in the East-West and 12,709 km in
the North-South. The average distance of the earth from the sun is 150 million km. It
orbits the sun once in 365 days 5 hours 48 minutes and 47 seconds. This planet has
sufficient oxygen and nitrogen as well. The average temperature of the surface of the
earth is 13.90°C. It has necessary water on its crust. Of all the planets, the Earth is the
only planet which is ideal for living for the creatures and plants. It possesses one natural
satellite, the moon, the only large satellite of a terrestrial planet in the solar system. The
average distance of the Earth from the Moon is 381,500 km. It orbits the Earth once in
29 days and 12 hours. Holes, mountains, hills have been observed in the rear part of the
Moon.

Mars: Mars, after the Earth, stands close to the Sun by distance. Its average distance
from the sun is 22.8 crore km and 7.8 crore km from the Earth. Its diameter i1s 6,787 km
and its weight is equivalent to one-tenth of the Earth. It takes 687 days to orbit the Sun,
and 1t orbits once on its own axis in 24 hours and 37 minutes. It has two tiny natural
satellites (Demos and Phoebus). Living is impossible here. It possesses an atmosphere
containing 3% of nitrogen and 2% of argon gas. The amount of water is very scant here.
It is colder than the Earth and its average temperature is below the freezing point. Its
surface is peppered with gorges and vast volcanoes. Its red color comes from iron oxide
(rust) in its soil.

Asteroids: Numerous small planets are orbiting together in between Mars and Jupiter.
There is no other planet in this extent. A luminary with a diameter less than 1.6 km to
805 km is called 'asteroid'. They are called asteroids in a body.

Jupiter: Jupiter is the largest planet of the solar system. It stands fifth from the sun by
distance. Its measure is equivalent to about1300-fold of that of the Earth. Its diameter is
142,800 km. It is about 77.8 crore km away from the sun. Jupiter orbits the sun once in
12 years and on its own axis in 9 hours and 53 minutes. The sun rises and sets in this
planet twice in one earth-day. It possesses a dense atmosphere. The up-level temperature
of this planet's surface is very low and its internal temperature is very high. It has 16
known satellites of which Ganymede, Callisto, Lo and Europa are the most important.

Saturn: Saturn is the second largest planet of the solar system. It is 143 crore km away
from the sun. It orbits the sun once in 29 years and 5 months and on its own axis once in
10 hours and 40 minutes. Saturn is larger than the Earth by 9-fold approximately, and it
can be watched with open eyes. It possesses an atmosphere containing mixture of
hydrogen and helium, methane and ammonia gases. Three bright belts have surrounded
Saturn. It has 22 confirmed satellites of which Capitas, Tethis, Hua, Titan, Enceladus are
to be mentioned.

Uranus: Uranus is the third largest planet. It is 287 crore km away from the sun. It orbits the
sun once in 84 years. Its average diameter is about 49,000 km. Its volume is larger than the
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generated at lots of rivers in the world by utilizing the tide such as the Larance Power
Plant in France, and a hydro-electricity center at Bandala Port in India. As salty water
inundates the interior side of the country by the ebb and flow, the river water movement
remains favorable in the countries characterized by the predominance of cold. Due to the
increase of river water, big ships, vessels to the ocean can easily enter the rivers; again,
they can go back to the ocean with the ebb. In Bangladesh while the depth of river
extends at the Chittagong and the Mongla ports during tide, big vessels can easily enter
or leave the port. The vessels, ships, etc. cast their anchors at the river-channel before
entry to the port waiting for tide. The tide from the Bay of Bengal reaches near Goalanda
at the river Padma and at the Meghna near Bhairab Bazar. Salt is also made with the sea-
water keeping confined through drying process. The sea-water largely enters the land-
site passing through the river-channel during the spring tide in strong waves, and causes
Tidal bore. Tidal bore holds the height of 3-4 feet to approximate 40 feet. The rivers
whose estuaries are narrow or facing sand damp in their front, originate strong tidal bore.
In Bangladesh, strong tidal bore usually takes place in the new moon's tide during the
rainy season. But its velocity gets increased after its entrance into the land surface. The
Meghna, the Vagirothi, the Amazan, etc. rivers become usually succumbed with the
excessive tidal bore. A havoc wear and tear including submersion of boats, steamers,
ships, etc. inadvertently happen due to such tidal bore from time to time.

Exercise

Short questions:

1. Why does acid-storm fall in the Planet Venus?

2. Why does Jupiter require much time to move round the Sun?
3. Why can aircrafts pass through the Tropopause?

4. Why does Ozone level possess excessive temperature?

Descriptive questions:

1. Why do the day and night get changed at the time of passing through the
International Date Line?

2. Which imaginary line is more important in deciding the location of any place?

Multiple choice questions:
1. Which one of the following is the satellite of uranus?
a. Capitus
b. Ariel
c. Nereid
d. Ganymede

2. Which gases remain mixed in Saturn's atmosphere?
a. Nitrogen and Helium
b. Hydrogen and Helium
c. Carbon dioxide and Helium
d. Oxygen and Helium
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3. Due to the rotation of the Earth through the space elliptical in shape —

1. Different seasons come into view
i1 The Gravitation force gets increased or decreased
111 Disparity occurs in the length of day-night
Which one is correct in the following —
a. 1
b.1&1ii
c. i&iil
d. ii & iii
Read the following passage and answer the Question No. 4 and 5.

71

Orpita regularly sits to study very early in the morning. Once she noticed that a star is

being observed at dawn. She understands that she has noticed a planet.

4. What is the name of the planet noticed by orpita?
a. Venue
b. Saturn
c. Mars
d. Neptune

5. What dissimilarity of that planet with the Earth can be found?
a. The planet possesses no natural satellite
b. Temperature in the planet remains below the freezing point
c. The planet has belts around it
d. The planet is of bluish color

Creative questions:

1.
Venue Axis Meridian of Longitude Date Time
A 30° North 105° West June 22 7 AM
B 50° South 56°West June 22 ?

a. What is an Axis?
b. What is the Sunspot?

c. When the local time at the place marked with A in the table is 6:15, what is the

local time at the place marked with B?

d. Will the length of day-night be same at both the places on that date? Give

reasons in favor of your answer.
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2. Mysha lives in Sweden (at 66.5° North Axis and 15° East Merdian). She
congratulated her younger sister Maliha staying in Canbera (35° Axis and 150° East
Meridian) at local time 6 AM on September 25 on her birthday. In the course of
time, Maliha informed her that she is going to visit Sweden on the following
December 28.

a. What do you understand by a Solar Year?
b. What is a Leap Year? Explain.

c. When did Mysha talk to as per the local time of Canbera?
d.

Will the same season exist in both the places when Maliha will go to visit over
there? Give arguments supporting your answer.

3. Synthia went to visit Cox's Bazar accompanying her parents. They became highly
attracted seeing the calm disposition of the sea in the presence of the full Moon' rays
in the evening. Afterwards, they noticed the inflation of seawater falling to the bank

with a severe force. Her father told her not to be afraid.
a. What is the Vagirothi?
b. What is the Centrifugal Force? Explain.

c. Explain the reasons why such reaction was held in the seawater then.
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d. Does the incidence seen by Synthia have any effect on the economic activities of
the human beings?

4.
Venue Axis Meridian of Longitude Date Time
Mexico 30° North 105° West June 22 ?
Willing 50° South 75° West June 22 7 AM
Islands

a. What is an Antipode?
b. Why is the Planet Neptune cold?

¢. What will be the time difference in between Mexico's local time and

the Willing Islands mentioned in the table?

d. Give a relative explanation to the length of both the days-nights on the
same date.
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If anybody stays outside the house at the time of earthquake, he should stay away from any
large trees, lines of electricity, water, gas, etc. He should not try to jump from any high-rise
building, windows or roofs. If he is driving on the road, he should not continue driving but
should keep the engine stopped. Landslide is most likely to take place at hills, mountains,
high ditch or sloping land, one should take shelter at safe places from such risky sites.

The Responsibility of a Conscious Individual after Earthquake

While earthquake is over, a conscious people should examine his own injury as well as the
injuries of others and provide first aid where necessary. He should check the lines and
connections of water, gas, electricity, etc. He should open the windows and the doors of the
house. He should keep the radio on in order to hear announcement centrally broadcast
regarding confrontation of the disaster. One should not walk bare footed. He should be
aware of plundering and work according to the advice of the experienced individuals.

Exercise

Short questions:

1. Where is the location of Bangladesh by degrees at Axis and at Meridian of
Longitudes?

2. Why are the hill tracks in the Northern regions of Bangladesh called hillocks?

3. What does Ashwina Jhor mean?

4. What is an Epicenter?

5. What is 'Seismic Risk Zone'?

Descriptive questions:

1. Explain why a heavy rainfall takes place at different regions of India during the
period starting from June to September.

2. Explain the roles played by the internal earth's force and its plaits for causing
earthquake.

Multiple choice questions:

1. In which district does the highest mountain peak of Bangladesh stand?
a. Chittagong b. Khagrachhori
c. Bandarban d. Rangamati

2. Due to the change of climate-

1. change has been made in people's occupations

1l. sea-surface height is getting up

iii. different species of animals are being endangered

Which one of the following is correct

a. 1&ii b. 1 & iii

c. 1i&iil d. 1,11 &1iii
Read the following passage and answer the question No. 3 & 4:
Ristana once in an afternoon in December, along with her parents, went to visit a fair.
Suddenly, it began to rain and they immediately took shelter under a tree, but after a
scant rainfall, clouds went off.
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The Padma: A single river has two different names. In India and in the North Bengal of
India, it is familiar with the people as the Ganges, and in Bangladesh, it is known as the
Padma. It has its source in the Gangotri Glacier of the middle of the Himalayas. Flowing
through several states of North India, the Ganges entered the district of Rajshahi of
Bangladesh. The main flow of Brahmaputra has connected with the river Jamuna near
Goalanda. It has united with the Meghna at Chandpur assuming the name Padma which
has fallen into the Bay of Bengal flowing through Barisal and Noakhali. This is one of
the largest rivers of Bangladesh, and the total area adjacent to the Ganges-Padma is
34,188 square kilometer. Of the numerous branches of rivers flowing from the East to
the West, the mentionable are the Bhagirathi, the Hugli, the Mathabhanga, the Isamoti,
the Bhoirab, the Kumar, the Kapataksah, the Naboganga, the Chitra, the Mothumati, the
Arial Kha, etc.

The Brahmaputra and the Jamuna: The Brahmaputra originated at the Manos Sarobor
(large lake) of Tibbet. It has entered the district of Kurlgram of Bangladesh ﬂowmg
through Assam. Before 1787, the main stream of e~
river Brahmaputra flows through Mymensingh from
the northwest to the southeast corner. But in 1787,
the bed of the river rose up due to the earthquake,
and the bed lost the containing capacity of water. So
a new stream was created and it was named as the
Jamuna. It was known as the Jamuna up to Goalanda
to the South. Being united with the Ganges, it
assumed the name Padma. The branches of the
Jamuna are the Dholeshiri, and the Buriganga, the
Dhorola, the Tista, the Karatoa, and the Atrai. Up to
the confluence of river Ganges, the length of the
Brahmaputra is 2897 km and the length of the shore
is 5,80,160 square km of which 44,030 square km is
situated in Bangladesh.

The Meghna: The Meghna has been created at the
confluence of the river Surma and Kushiara in the
district of Sylhet. Both the rivers originated from the
river Borak of Asham in Naga-Monipur zone, and entered Sylhet of Bangladesh. It was
named the Meghna, and moved towards the southwest corner after assuming the name
Kalni near Azmiriganj of Sunamganj. Passing through Bhairab Bazar, it is united with
the old Brahmaputra. The confluence of the Buriganga, the Dholeshori and the
Shitalaksha has connected with the Meghna, and meeting with the Padma near
Chandpur, the river has created an estuary. In the end, it falls into the Bay of Bengal.
The river Moon, Titas, Gomoti, Bowlai are the branches of the Meghna. The alluvium
soil and flood during the monsoon make the land of Bangladesh more fertile.

The Karnaphuli: The main river of the southeast region of Bangladesh is the
Karnaphuli. Its inception point is the mountain of Lusai. The river stretching the length
of 320 Km falls into the Bay of Bengal flowing near the Chittagong city. The main
branches of the Karnaphuli are river Kaptai, Halda, Kasalot, and Rangkhiang.
Chittagong, the main sea port of Bangladesh, is situated on the bank of the river
Karnaphuli. This river is important for the hydroelectric power station and the
Chittagong port.

Figure 6.1: The rivers of Bangladesh
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are being produced, and the export-oriented goods are being produced by using these
resources. In the economic development, new efforts are being adopted. The use of
natural resources are helping to take those efforts ahead. The demand and supply of the
natural resources are being increased as raw materials, those are being treated with
importance, and after fulfilling the demand of the country, these commodities are being
exported to the foreign countries. As a result, the economic condition of the people is
being developed. People are being more interested and conscious in producing crops,
using forests and other natural resources. In this way, the economy of the country is
rapidly progressing through the uses of the natural resources and the economic efforts of
human beings, and the people are moving towards the dream of a developed life.

Exercise

Short questions:
1. What is the solar energy?
2. What is the facility of the production of hydro electricity?
3. How will you define the idea of preservation of rivers?
Descriptive questions:
1. How are the human dwellings expanded centring the rivers? Explain.
2. What steps might be taken for keeping the flow of the rivers?
3. Analyse the influence of climate on agriculture and forests.
4. Analyse the importance of preserving the natural resources.
5. Explain the cause of water crisis in the northwest zone of Bangladesh in dry season.
Multiple Choice Questions:
1. What is the source of the river Matamuhuri?
a. The hill of Saiver
b. The hills of Lusai
c. The Manos Sarobor
d. The Gangotri Glacier
2. What is the characteristic of the Gozari trees?
1. All the leaves fall down because of the difference of season.
ii. Its leaves remain evergreen.
1i. It grows on the salty soil.
Which one is correct?
a. 1
b. i&il
c. 1&iii
d. i1 &iil



Bangladesh and Global Studies 101

Read the paragraph below and answer to the question No. 3 & 4:

Sajib went to a forest of the eastern zone of India on a study tour and noticed that the
trees of that place are high and dense. The teacher told them that trees like such height
grow in plenty in a zone of Bangladesh.

3.

Which trees are grown in the forest watched by Sajib?

a. The Segun b. The Bohera
c. The Shiris d. The Dhundol
In which place of Bangladesh such similar forest is seen?

a. Tangail

b. Dinajpur

c. The hill tracts of Chittagong

d. Noakhali

Creative questions:
1. Zahid is a student of Chittagong University. He went to the forest of that place with

2.

some of his foreign friends on vacation. They were spell bound seeing the beauty of
the forest abundant with the segun, gorjon, jarul trees. On the way back, Zahid took
them on the bank of the main river of that region, and told them that this river was
the source of endless power.

a. What is the Naf?

b. Explain the cause of the creation of branch of the Brahmaputra.

c. Explain the characteristics of the trees mentioned in the paragraph.
d

Analyse the aptness of the comment made by Zahid in the light of the subject
read by you.

Azmol Miah was a dweller on the bank of a river at the northern zone. Once he used
to live on catching fishes. But now, he has to change his profession as the course of
the river is changed, and he has become very poor as the river has devoured his land
and hut. In his region, people have fallen in deep crisis due to water shortage in the
dry season.

a. What are the mineral resources discovered in the lower bed of the Bay of
Bengal?

b. Why is the huge solar energy found in the South Asian countries?

Explain the causes of changing the flow of the river in the zone where Azmol
Miah lived.

d. What kinds of steps might be taken to eliminate the crisis mentioned in the
paragraph?



Chapter-7
The State, Citizenship and Law

Generally, the state means the government, the country, the society or the nation. The
state is the most important political institution of a social life. The state had emerged to
unify all citizens and resolve their problems as well as ensure their welfare. In a certain
level of the evolving process, the state emerged from the society. In the ancient and
middle ages, the state was considered as an organization formed by the God. The
modern political thinkers explain the state as an organization ‘to provide common
welfare’ and ‘indispensable for the independence of the people and flourishing their
personality’. The state is for the citizens. The state has to discharge many
responsilibilites to ensure citizens’ peace and happiness. Some of these works are
mandatory and some of the works are optional. Besides, the citizens also have some
duties and responsibilities to the state. On the other hand, rules and regulations are
necessary to ensure security of the citizens, and solve the existing problems of the
society. In this chapter we will learn about the state, citizen and law.

After reading this chapter, we will be able to —

¢ explain the concept of state; » explain the concept of law;
¢ explain the works of the state; ¢ explain the sources of law;
¢ explain the concept of citizen; ¢ explain the necessities of laws for good
¢ explain the duties and responsibilities to governance;
the state as a citizen of Bangladesh; ¢ describe the application of the Right to
e encourage ourselves to discharge Information Act of Bangladesh and be
responsibilities as a citizen; aware of it.

The Concept of the State

Every human being lives in a certain state. A state never evolves suddenly. The ancient
people would live in groups. The state emerged as time changed. People make the state.
Every citizen of the state has to obey the rules and regulations of the state. The people of
the states are called citizens. The state discharges many duties for the citizens so that
they can live in peace and harmony.

The political scientists and political theorists described the state in various ways.
According to Aristotle, ‘The state is a union of families and villages having for each end
and perfect and self sufficing life.” According to R. M. Maclver, ‘The state is an
association which acting through law as promulgated by a government endowed to this
end with coercive power maintaining within a community territorially demarcated the
universal external condition of social order.” Professor Gerner gave the most complete
and clear definition of state. According to him, ‘The state is a community of person more
or less numerous permanenetly occupying a definite portion of territory independent (or
nearly so) of which the great body of inhabitants render habitual obedience.’

So we can say that the state is a society based on a certain territory which has organized
government and citizens, and have sovereign power upon all organizations in a specific
geographical area.
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sovereignty is that the state will be free from the control and influence of outside power
in the international arena. If any state has citizens, specific territory and government, but
it lacks the sovereignty, will not be recognized as a state. As long as a state exists, the
sovereignty will also prevail. The sovereignty will not be damaged by the change of the
government.

So the people, the specific territory, the government and the sovereignty are the four
components that constitute the state. A State will not be formed for lack of any of these
components.

The Activities of the State

We need to know that what a state does or can do as a part of the society. That is we will
learn what service a state can provide to its citizen and what its capacity is. We know
that a state emerges from the necessity of the people, and it plays the role of ensuring
overall welfare of the human beings. According to the political analysts, the state
discharges two types of duties— controlling and ensuring welfare. Based on these two
types of roles, the responsibilities of the modern state are divided into two parts. The
mandatory or prime activities, and the welfare or optional activities.

The Mandatory or Prime Activities: The responsibilities discharged by the state to
protect the entity of the state, the independence and the sovereignty, and to conserve the
rights of the people living in the territory are called the mandatory or prime activities of
the state. The mandatory job of the government are described below:

R.M. Maclver in his book The Modern State says, ‘maintaining law and order situation
is the prime work or responsibilities of a state’. The organization called state has been
evolved to ensure security of life and property of the citizen, and protect the freedom of
the individuals. The key responsibilities of a state are to make the people abide by the
laws, punish the offenders who break the peace and tranquility of the society, and
maintain overall peace and harmony of the country. The state establishes political
authority in local, regional and national levels to achieve this objectives. The state
establishes the police and the para military forces to maintain the law and order situation.
The Police, RAB, Ansar, Village Defense Party, etc. are working to maintain law and
order in Bangladesh.

The Protection of national security, independence and sovereignty are other mandatory
responsibilities of the state. Establishment of a powerful defense force is another
mandatory responsibility of the state to protect the country from the foreign intervention
and to maintain the geographical integrity. In modern age, each of the independent states
builds up powerful defense forces. The capability and modernisaiton of the defense force
give a country special facilities in the international fields, for example, the USA and the
UK have a leadership role in the world due to the power of their defense forces. The
defense force is established with the army, navy and air forces.

Introducing the country in the foreign field, establishing the rights upon the resources
within the territory, establishing diplomatic relationship with other countries, signing
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free of charge). Besides, the state also provide services to ensure healthcare for its
people, arrange pure drmklng water, sewerage system, disease prevention measures and
immunization programme. Besides, the state also plays a vital role to eradicate dowry
and racism, prevent child marriage, and ensure gender equality etc.

By ensuring the constant supply of essential commodities such as rice, pulses, flour,
coarse flour, sugar, etc. the government should consolidate food security, and the
through the modernization of agricultural systems, and providing subsidy to the
agriculture, fertilizer, seeds, pesticide, irrigation system, and increasing production, the
government should minimize food storage which nowadays becomes an important
responsibility of the state. Because of the increasing population, demand for food has
been increased. As a result the state has to give more attention to the food security
compared to the previous time.

The economic development of any state depends on the industrialization and
improvement of trade and commerce. Establishing new industries, providing logistic
support and loan to the entrepreneurs for setting up big industries, establishing industrial
zone, expanding trade and commerce, creating markets for products and extending
support to boost up export are the important works of a state. Every state should focuse
how to be self-sufficient rather than depending on import. For this, the state has to
emphasize on the scientific and technological research. Besides, setting up and running
industries under the supervision of the state, it should create employment opportunities
for a good number of people, and it’s aother optional work of the state.

The infrastructural development of a country such as making roads, bridges and culverts,
establishing roads, railway, waterway and air communication systems ensuring post,
telegraph and telecommunication services and connecting with modern mode of
communication are some optional works of the state. A huge revolution in
communication system has been taken place in the present world. The inter connectivity
has been increased in this world because of using the Internet, networking and
frequency. The technological improvement in the field of domestic and international
communication are considered as the important optional works of a state. The
establishment of appropriate transportation and communication system are essential for
the development of a state.

To maintain the harmony and unity among the people, projecting the national tradition
and developing nationalism by the local culture, music and song, maintaining local
diversification, conserving local crafts, estabhshlng museum, organizing culture
programmes, Initiating cultural exchange are the important optlonal work of the state.
Setting up stages for performance, establishment of playgrounds, parks and gardens for
the recreations are also included among the responsibilities of the state.

The most important optional work of the government is to defend the independence and
rights of the people. The state will ensure freedom of speech, freedom of movement of
its people and assist them in participating in the political activities. In this regards, it will
organize free, fair and neutral election, create an environment so that people can involve
in politics, ensure freedom of establishment of organization and political parties,

coordinate among the conflicting interests of the people, preserve interest of minority,

protect corruption, establish the right of the different ethnic communities, ensure shelter
for the refugees, etc. Those are the optional political works of the state.
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The modern states take various initiatives to ensure the social security. Providing
financial and other assistance to the poor, widows, orphans and disabled people residing
in the state, providing allowance to the unemployed, giving pension and grants to the
elderly people, etc. are included as the welfare activities of the state.

Running the huge work force and make them healthy are the optional works of the state.
Upholding the rights of the labours, making labour policy, fixing up minimum wage,
determining working hours, creating working environment, providing bonus, insurance
and pension, creating employment, making skilled workers by providing training,
appointing labour officer for defending the rights of the workers abroad are important
works of the state.

Besides, the state initiates various development and welfare works, for example, the
development of agriculture and irrigation system, the forestation programme, fight
against the natural disaster, assistance and rehabilitation of the disasteer victims,
protecting the people from famine and death by the diseases, creating facilities for the
citizens, supplying power and energy, the appropriate management of natural resources,
the urbanization, the rural development, preventing the growth of black market, resisting
women and child trafficking, creating awareness, etc. are the works done by the state.

The state is a huge organization. It has to face various new challenges every day.
However, providing overall welfare to the people are the main objectives of a state. As
per demand of the people, the area of optional works of a state is increasing day by day.

The Concept of Citizen

We have already learnt that one of the main pre-requisite to form a state is the mass
people. When a state appeared absolutely, the mass people of this state are considered as
citizens. The relationship between the state and its citizen are very close. The success
and failure of a state depends on the sense of duty and responsibility of the citizens. So
we have to be aware of the duties and responsibilities of the citizen, and to know how to
be a good citizen.

The word ‘citizen’ derived from the Latin word ‘civics’. The key elements of studying
civics are citizen and state. Usually, by the word citizen it is meant the inhabitants who
reside in the city. The persons involved in the administration are regarded as the citizen.
Aristotle, the father of the political science also described citizen in his definition saying,
‘Who participates in the administration directly and represents in the city state is called
Citizen.” Aristotle, in his concept, did not included most of the people because as per his
opinion, most of them are not capable enough and they have not enough time to do so. In
the Greek city state concept, women and slaves were not regarded as a citizen and they
could not participate in the state affairs.

Now the national state has been evolved instead of city state. The modern state is very
big and its population is also big and everybody enjoys civic facilities directly and
indirectly. But it is not possible to accommodate this huge number of people in the
administration. So, while awarding citizenship to anybody, loyalty to the state and the
political as well as other facilities he enjoys are regarded as a parameter instate of
participating in the government. Modern political scientist of Britain Harold J Laski said
in his definition for citizen, ‘The persons who take facilities of the state and remain loyal
to that state are called Citizen’. Professor Getel said, ‘Citizen is the member of that
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Every citizen should protest against the corruption and injustice. It is a moral obligation
of a citizen to protest against the unlawful act of a person, organization and even the
state. But one should not take the law in one’s own hand. In this way, a society of good
governance and free of corruption would be established.

The Concept of Law

The laws usually in a social system are some necessary written and unwritten rules and
regulations for combined livelihood abided by the people. Most of the inhabitants obey
these rules to control the behavior of the people as well as maintain peace and harmony
of the society. Therefore, law is a combination of various kinds of rules, regulation,
custom, practice, rituals and codes. The rules and bindings obeyed by the people in
social life are called social law. In the state structure, the laws enacted in accordance
with the various national policies to control the behaviours of the people and to protect
various problems of the society, the statutory obligations and instructions unanimously
promulgated by the government are considered as the state laws. Various political
thinkers and law experts provided the definition of law.

T.H. Green said, ‘Laws are rights and bindings imposed by the states’. According to
professor Holland, A law is, general rule of external action enforced by sovereign
political authority’. Woodrow Wilson gave a suitable definition of law. He said, ‘Law is
that portion of the established habit and thought of mankind which has gained distinct
and formal recognition in the shape of uniform rules backed by the authority and power
of the government’.

So, law is the combination of specific rules recognised by the society and government
for betterment of the social welfare of the people.

The Characteristic of Law

From the above definitions, some of the characteristics of law are notices, and those are
as follows:

1. Law controls the external behaviour and work of people.

2. Law is for all because it is equally applicable to everyone.

3. Law is one kind of order or prohibition which everyone has to obey. The person
who disobeys the law faces punishment.

4. Law is recognized and imposed by the authority of the state.
5. Everyone obeys the customs and regulations of the society.
The Sources of Law

There are various sources of law. Political Scientist Holland mentioned 6 main sources
of law. Those are: 1. The Custom, 2. The Religion, 3. The Judgment of Court, 4. The
Scientific discussion, 5. The Sense of Justice, 6. The Parliament.

1.The Custom: The custom is the ancient source of law. The social customs are habits,
thoughts, behaviour, regulations, etc. that are existed in the society. The impact of these
social customs is so strong that conflict and revolution can happen if those are violated.
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In course of time, these customs are recognized by the government and become law, for
example, most of the laws in Britain came into being from the customs.

2. The Religion: The impact of religion on human being is immense. Since the ancient
period, the people are following divine laws. So the religion, regulations of religion, the
scriptures are the important sources of law. As the sense of justice-injustice, vice-virtue,
etc. was recognised by the religion, the influences of religion were prevalent in the
politics of the ancient and the middle age. In the religion based state, religious norms are
considered as a state law. The laws of the Islamic state are based on the Holy Quran and
the laws of the Shariah. The Hindu laws also principally based on the scriptures such as
the Vedas, the Geeta and the Ramayana. In this modern world, the state laws are enacted
based on religious norms too. For the marriage and inheritance laws, the Muslim and
Hindu community depend on their respective religious rituals.

3. The Precedence of Court: The verdict of judges or the judgment from the judiciary
are the sources of the law. If any judge cannot justify any case using the existing law, he
can resolve it using his insight, acumen and wisdom by providing new explanation of the
existing law, which can be used as the precedence and may consider as law in future. So
the verdicts of judges are the sources of the law too.

4. The Scientific Discussion: The scientific discussion of the lawyers, their books on
laws may be regarded as the sources of law. The state has an idea of the laws from the
explanation, evaluation, and discussion, etc. of the eminent lawyers. The opinions of the
British lawyers Coke, Blackstone, American lawyer Kent, Muslim scholar and jurist
Imam Abu Hanifa were regarded as law.

S. The Sense of Justice: When a justice fails to resolve any case either by using the
existing law or for the absense of relating law, he can provide his verdict by using social
sense of justice. The law derived from the sense of justice may get a full status of law.
Thus sense of justice and fairness can be a source of law.

6. The Parliament: In the modern age, the Parliament is the main source of law. There
1s parliament or assembly in every democratic state.

Besides, the constitution of the state, the decree passed by the head of the state, the
international treaty, the ratification of international law and convention are considered as
sources of law.

The Necessity of Law for Good Governance

The necessity of law is very important for good governance. If law and order prevail in a
state, every citizen can enjoy freedom and benefits provided by the government. Nobody
can harm the rights of others. Usually, the rule of law expresses two concepts : (a). The
supremacy of law, (b). equality of everyone to the law.

If the supremacy of law prevails, the government cannot be autocratic and usually
cannot abuse power. Arresting any one without any crime or confiscating and punishing
any one without trial are the contrary to the rule of law. The supremacy of law is the
protection of freedom of the citizen. Nobody can interfere in other’s affairs if the
supremacy of law prevails in the society. The government does not dare to interfere in
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of the Information Commissioner is to receive complaint and to take necessary measures
accordingly. In providing information, the responsible officer has to be a
conservator/bank of information. His main duty is to inform the application procedure to
the people, create facility to have information from the authority, assessing appropriate
charges of the information and identify reasons of failure to provide information.

So, we will be conscious about the right to information act to get information. By the
Right to Information Act, the poor, marginal and under privileged people will be
developed. Activities of each organistion will be transparent and accountable, good
governance will be ensured, corruption will be eradicated, positive impact will be
created in preserving human rights and eradication of poverty by ensuring empowerment
of the people and above all root of democracy will be consolidated.

Exercise

Short questions:

1. The state is the important political organisaiotn of society. Explain.
2. Which one is the prime component of forming a state? Explain.

3. In what logic, Wadood will be regarded as the citizen of Bangladesh?
4. Explain the necessity of law to ensure the rule of law.

Descriptive questions:

1. ‘The Right to Information Act will be beneficial for the poor, marginal and under
privileged people.” Explain.

2. ‘The more a country economically developed, the more its optional works are
extended.” give your opinion against this quotation.

3. Asacitizen of Bangladesh, describe your duties and responsibilities to the state.
Multiple choice questions:

1. ‘Law is the rule of external human action enforced by the sovereign political
authority’, who said this?

a. T.H. Green b. Holland

c. Woodrow Wilson d. Aristotle
2. Responsibility of the citizen is to-

a. Obey the traffic law in the street

b. Appointing more people in the industries

c. Prepare skilled manpower

d. Establish political organization
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3.

The Characteristics of law are to-

1. Control external behavior of the people.

ii. Conserve everyone’s rights equally

1ii. Make people abide by the rules and regulations
As per above information which one is correct?

a. i&il

b. i&iii

c. 1 &iii
d. i, ii &iii

Read the paragraph and answer to the question no 4 and 5.

One day, Ovi and Rafi caught red handed when they were stealing guava from a
neighbour’s tree. As Rafi’s father is an influential man, he freed Rafi from the Police
Station. Ovi’s poor parents can not free him despite very humble request.

Which part of the rule of law was not maintained for Ovi
1. The supremacy of law

ii. The equality to all in the eye of law

1i1. The belongingness of the law to common people

Which one of the following is correct?

a.i

b. i

c.ii & iii

d.i, i1 & iii

If this part is established in the society, according to law-
1. Irrespective of the rich and poor, everyone will be equal
1. Law will be applicable to everyone

1i1i.Nobody will be entitled to additional advantage

Which one of the following is correct?

a. i
b.i&ii

c. i & iii
d.1, 11 & iii

Creative questions:

1.

In a state called ‘A’ Mobarak Hossain, the elected representative of the people
participates in formulating ‘Labour Policy’ and laws relating to increasing elderly
allowance and pension. The government of the state A has established two new
hospitals, provided books to the students free of cost and formulated laws to protect
child marriage.

a. ‘The state is a union of families and villages having for each end and perfect and
self sufficing life.” Who said this?
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b. Write the concept of “Citizenship’.

What type of work is it by the state to formulate the Labour Policy by Mr.
Mobarak Hossain?

d. According to the above paragraph, should we call the state ‘A’ a welfare state?
Provide your logic in favour of your answer.

2. Jamila Begam went to Quazi office to get the copy of the Kabin Nama (marriage
certificate) to obtain information provided during her marriage. Quazi Shaheb
(relevant official) harassed her in various ways instead of cooperating her. She
appealed to the concerned authority as she did not get the information with in the
stipulated time. Fianally she was sucessful in getting the relevant information.

a. What are the sources of income of a state?

b. Why does the state give much importance to flourish education? Explain.

c. Explain which law helps Jamila Begam to get the information.

d. ‘The Success of Jamila Begam is encouraging for good governance.” Evaluate.
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commencement of the first session of each year.The Parliament discusses after the
address by the President. Sometimes, he may send messages to the parliament. He may
summon, adjourn and dissolve the Parliament in accordance with the written advice of
the Prime Minister.

3. Ordinance Making Power: At any time, when the Parliament is dissolved, or is not
in session, and if the President thinks that circumstances exist which require immediate
necessary action, he may promulgate ordinances, and any ordinance so made shall, as
from its promulgation, has the like force of law as an Act of the Parliament.

4. The Appointment of the Chief Justice and Judicial Power: The President shall
appoint the Chief Justice to the Supreme Court of Bangladesh. The President may
consult nobody in appointment of the Chief Justice. The other justices of the Supreme
Court are also appointed by the President.

S. The Prerogative of Mercy Power: The President shall have the power to grant
pardons, reprieves and respites and to remit, suspend or commute any sentence passed
by any court, tribunal or other authority. The President of Bangladesh exercises this
power in accordance with the advice of the Prime Minister.

6. The Financial Powers and Functions: No money Bill, or any Bill which involves
expenditure from public money, shall be introduced into the Parliament except on the
recommendation of the President. The President has the power to authorize expenditure
from the Consolidated Fund for supplementary or excess grants.

7. The Powers Relating to the Defence Service: The President is the supreme
commander of the Defence Services of Bangladesh. He may take any defensive measure
against any external aggression or internal disturbance.

The Proclamation of Emergency Power of the President

If the President is satisfied that a grave emergency exists in which the security or
economic life of Bangladesh, or any part thereof, is threatened by war or external
aggression or internal disturbance, he may issue a Proclamation of Emergency, provided
that such Proclamation shall require for its validity the prior counter signature of the
Prime Minister. While a Proclamation of Emergency is in operation, provisions of
certain articles of the constitution and enforcement of fundamental rights remain
suspended for such short period as may be specitied in the order.

The Status of the Prime Minister

The Prime Minister of Bangladesh is the head of the Government in the parliamentary
form of government adopted by the constitution. He or she is the real chief executive of
the Government and he/she occupies the central position. He/She is the leader of the
majority party in the parliament as well as the leader in the Cabinet and the Council of
Ministers. The ministers hold offices during the pleasure of the Prime Minister who can
ask any Minister to resign so long as it does not affect his/her support and leadership in
the party. If the Prime Minister resigns or loses the confidence of parliament in him/her,
the government embraces downfall. The entire constitutional machinery revolves round
him and he wields great power, influence and prestige. The President appoints as Prime
Minister the Member of Parliament who appears to him to command the support of the
majority of the members of Parliament.

In the Parliamentary form of government, the status of the Prime Minister of Bangladesh
possesses a high dignity. Although the Prime Minister is appointed by the President, the
President has to act with the advice of the Prime Minister. The Prime Minister is the
main executive post of the Cabinet. The entire administrative power revolves round him.
He/She occupies a credible position. According to the constitution, the Prime Minister
remains accountable for his/her governance to the Parliament.
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4. The Power to Judicial Affairs: The Parliament may impeach the President on a
charge of violation of the constitution, or of grave misconduct, or on the ground of
physical or mental incapacity. The Parliament also, in exercise of the power, may
impeach the Speaker, Deputy Speaker and Ombudsman where necessary. The
Parliament virtually reserves the right to discharge such actions relating to different
national important judicial affairs.

5. The Power to Electoral Affairs: The Parliament is vested with the electoral power
for different elections including the parliament election, elections to appoint the
President, the Prime Minister, the Speaker, the Deputy Speaker, the Ombudsman, etc.
The Parliament also has the power to elect different committees for the parliament.

6. The Power to Protection of and Amendment in the Constitution: The Parliament
plays an important role as depositary of the constitution. Any revision in the constitution
1s presented before and accepted by the Parliament.

7. Miscellaneous Power: The Parliament has the right to legislate for establishing
subordinate courts other than the Supreme Court. The Parliament has the power to
declare war or sign any international treaty. The Parliament also legislates for rules and
regulations relating to local governance.

The Procedure to Control of the Administrative Department by the Parliament

In a democratic state, the Administrative Department should be kept subdued and
subjected, and such subjection is ascribed by the Judicial Department. The Prime
Minister and his/her Cabinet are held accountable to the parliament for all sorts of
administrative actions. The government remains accountable to the Parliament. The
Parliament may praise the government for its good actions and also criticize any action
of the Government. The government has to pay heed to attitudes and views of the
Parliament. The Parliament, in a democratic form of government, virtually has the
control over the government. The Parliament establishes its control, in exercise of the
power, proposing postponement of parliament, censure motion, questions to the Prime
Minister or other ministers, or non-confidence motion. Any minister even the Prime
Minister may be bound to vacate his/her office if he/she ceases to retain confidence of
the parliament in him/her. The resignation of the Prime Minister automatically
terminates the appointment of other Ministers. In such situation, dissolution of the
Parliament will follow in most cases and a general election will be held de novo.

3. Jurisdiction and Functions of the Judicial Department of Bangladesh

The Constitution of Bangladesh contains an important feature respecting separation and
independency of the Constitution. The Bangladesh Judiciary is well-organized and well-
administered as well. The Supreme Court helps run the administration to its specific
course in accordance with the Constitution declaring any rule contravening the
constitution illegal. The Bangladesh Judiciary keeps the rule of law unhampered and
keeps the democratic system invigorated at his level best.

The Judicial system of any country is like a scale measuring the standard of its justice de
facto. So the judicial system helps introduce a competent governance system by
establishing a just and neutral judicial system in the country. As an important organ of
the state, its jurisdictions and functions are very extensive in general terms, which are
mentioned in brief below:

1. To Dispense Justice: The main tasks of the Judiciary include judging the convicted
for the offence and the infringer of law in according with the existing laws. To this
effect, the judges independent%y and freely try judicially on the basis of equity as per
law in due course. The Judicial Department virtually tries to establish the justice in the
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Section 8.2: The Administrative System of Bangladesh

A smooth administrative system is a must for internal peace and development of any
state. The administrative laxity may cause the origination of a turmoil consequence.
Coolperation of public with the administration is very essential in order to pr(z})erly
implement functions relating to administration. Bangladesh achieved her independence
on December 16, 1971. This land was a province of Pakistan during pre-independence
time. A provincial administrative system was introduced here. During that time, the
administrative system of this country could not become people-oriented in general terms.
The traditional long-standing administrative system has been largely time-befitting in
consequence of a vast developmental initiatives during post-independence. Instead of US
Style in administration, a concentric system is introduced. The existing administrative
levels of Bangladesh are- 1. The Central Administration, 2. The Divisional
Administration, 3. The District Administration and 4. The Upazila Administration. The
Government of Bangladesh consists of different ministries and divisions. A ministry is
vested with the administration of one or more divisions. The Minister is the head of a
ministry, and a secretary is the Administrative Officer thereof. Each department or
ministry 1s linked with the divisions or the directorates. The Director General or the
Director 1s the head of the Directorate. Besides, the full or semi-autonomous
organizations, boards or corporations retain included under such directorates.
Enforcement of the Government adopted laws, rules, implementation of programmes or
the projects are made under the administrative system or in a bureaucratic way.
Basement of conducting the administration by the Government Officials includes
cognition and training on the administrative functions.

The Central Administration

A secretariat of Parliament holds the central place

within the administrative system in Bangladesh. It Minister
resembles like a nerve in the administrative system.

This secretariat is the key source of functions of v
Bangladesh Government. All government decisions

are first accepted in the secretariat. In general terms, Secretary
different ministries and their divisional offices are

collectively called 'secretariat. A minister is v
appointed with the charge of every ministry in the —

discretion of the Prime Minister. The Minister is a Additional Secretary
political member and head of the ministry. A

secretary executes his duties as the Chief Executive v

Officer or the Administrative Officer, who, being -

appointed by the Public Service Commission, gets Joint Secretary
promoted to that position/secretary through his

service, capability, training and a series of offices. v

The Secretary is vested with the entire charge of the

ministry. The Secretary assists the Minister in Deputy Secretary
discharging his functions. The Minister, in order to

conduct the ministerial functions, receives the advice v

with regard to the relevant matter from the secretary

in exercise of the power. The secretary serves the Senior Assistant Secretary
Minister in different spheres of functions including

resolution as his companion. Both of them try to v

maintain a close relation between them basing on the

mutual discussion and consultation in the course of Assistant Secretary
discharging functions. From this point of view, both
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the Minister and the Secretary are dependent to and confident in each other.

The Bangladesh Secretariat is based on bureaucratic system in nature. As per rank-stairs
within the administrative structure, the rank of 'Assistant Secretary' is the lowest, the
consecutive upper positions are (gradually upward) as respectively, Senior Assistant
Secretary, Deputy Secretary, Joint-Secretary, Additional Secretary, Secretary and then
the Minister is above all in the ministry. The rank-stairs are figured beside : all
administrative functions are implemented through these structure-levels in the course of
time. Decisions or directives descend not ascend. No divisional chief may send anything
directly to the Minister without the advice of the secretary. There may be more than one
secretary, additional secretaries, joint secretaries or junior officers, but the number of
officials depends on the importance of the ministry and its extensiveness of the volume
of works.

Any resolution held by the secretariat is dispatched to the department, and also to the
divisional, district and upazila administrations as well. Thus noticed that the secretariat
holds the central point of importance within the administrative system in Bangladesh.
All departments, offices and organizations are held accountable to the secretariat
actually in practice.

Composition and Functions of the Local Administration in Bangladesh

There exists any form of local governance in every state, but it differs in form and nature
and usually not alike. Like difference in a political system, the local administrative
system of the same may usually differ from another country's. Behind such differences,
there are reasons following geographic location of a particular country, variegation of
the people, history-tradition, experience, sequence of transformation, production system,
political culture, etc. We, Bengali Nation- our local administrative system, like modeling
the state, gets ahead through a historic change of situations and a series of political
processes. From time to time, it often gets laid in an orderly manner.

The Local Administration

A local administration means a form of administration at local levels comprising of
divisions/districts and upazila governance. It is formed for the sake of convenient
governance. Through such form of process, the central administration and control
thereof approach outskirts. The main objective of the central administration is to
maintain %)aw and order, collect revenues and implement government decisions. In this
form of administration, working individuals who relate to the local administration are
considered agent or representative of the government, for example, the Divisional and
Deputy Commissioners and the Upazila Nirbahi Officer (UNO) in our country.

The Divisional Administration

The Divisional Administration occupies the second level next to the central one in
importance. The whole of Bangladesh has been divided into 7 divisions in order to
maintain its administrative system in Bangladesh, namely, 1. Dhaka, 2. Chittagong, 3.
Rajshahi, 4. Khulna, 5. Barisal, 6. Sylhet, and 7. Rangpur. The Divisional Commissioner
tops the divisional administration. A number of employees including an Additional
Commissioner and a Private Secretary to the Commissioner serve the divisional
administration.

The Divisional Commissioner is one of the Principal Officers of Bangladesh Civil
Service, and he holds an office equivalent to that of a Joint-Secretary by position. He is a
revenue officer of the Government of Bangladesh de facto. The Divisional
Commissioner monitors the functions of the deputy commissioners. He serves like a
bridge to establish connection in between the divisional and district administrations as
well. His functions include taking planning for public welfare activities and
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the district. During any natural calamity, he remains engaged in welfare activities to
alleviate woeful conditions of the people in danger. During such situations, he distributes
centrally allocated money, garments and medicine among the victims.

6. Functions Relating to Judgment: The Deputy Commissioner is a judge himself. He
discharges settlement of criminal cases as a first class magistrate. His jurisdiction in
respect of judgment, includes awarding punishment for maximum two years and
pecuniary fine amounting Taka one thousand only in exercise of the power entrusted to
him. Besides, he settles any dispute concerning revenues himself.

7. Functions Relating to D1sc1]§)lmary Measure: He maintains law and order to
establish peace and tranquility with the help of the District Police Super.

8. Other Functions: The Deputy Commissioner being the Principal Officer, discharges
a number of responsibilities. He 1s the Chief Controller to the District Publications and
Newspapers Division. He stands by the people who sustain loss due to different natural
disasters like flood, cyclone, drought, heavy rainfall, shortage of rainfall, etc. Power to
issuing licenses for firearms, spirit, venom, etc. is vested in him. So the Deputy
Commissioner may be called the Director, Superlntendent and Controller of the District.

The Upazila Administration

In our country, Upazila is considered an important administrative level. Each district is
divided into several Upazilas (sub-districts). Every administrative Thana (Police Station)
is an Upazila itself. At present there are 485 Upazilas in the country. The Upazila
Nirbahi Officer (UNO) is the administrative officer of the Upazila, who coordinates
directives sent to him by the DC and the Chief Executive Officer of the District, and
other functions. He also one of the members of Bangladesh Civil Service. He
implements all development programs of the Upazila with the cooperation of other
officer at Upazila level to his level best. Besides, he superintendents the Upazila
administration, and peace and tranquility in the Upazila. His functions include all kinds
of development and administration of the Upazila on the whole.

The Local Autonomy

A local autonomy means self-governance of the people in a particular area, and is
managed by the representatives elected by the people, who are held accountable to them.
The main features of it include a. legal basis, b. elected body, c. opportunity for the
people to participate decision-making process, d. ability to collect funds by imposing
and assessing taxes, e. widened and multi-faced functions, designing plans and
implementation, f. conductlng functions independently without any control of the
Government central or local. Such is the democratic political system or the practiced
form of the governance system. Notwithstanding the units of the local administration, in
such situation, are not totally independent from the control of the central or high level
authority, but they enjoy the freedom to a great extent. Local autonomous organizations
of Bangladesh are the Union Council, the Upazila Council, the District Council, the
Municipality and the City Corporation.

The Union Council

The comparatively most ancient local organization of our country is the Union Council.
Since the pre-British period till date, it is found by reviewing the development of this
organization, that it has been rendering service aiming at establishment of a real
representative local governance in the rural areas. "The Chowkidar Panchayet Ain-1870'
was introduced in order to cooperate in maintaining the law or order in rural areas. That
system was introduced in order to maintain the law and order and to conduct different
development activities by a five-member authority. In 1885, "The Bengal Local Act' was
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The Optional/Voluntary Activities

Inter alia, to provide public and royal passages and to maintain them, to help the
widows, orphans, poor and destitute persons financially, to take arrangement for
providing first aid, to superintendent the primary education system and to spread the
light of education door to door, to protect environment, and plantation; maintain
cleanliness of the Union, set up library, provide arrangement for garden and playground,
public relation, award certificate, perform disaster management and relief activities, list
out the destitute, execute all kinds of census related responsibility, look after the public
properties like- roads, culvert, canal, damp, telephone and electricity lines, take
Initiatives to rural electrification, etc.

The Upazila Council
Another important unit of the local governance system in Bangladesh is the Upazila
Council. There is a provision in law to compose a Upazila Council through election in
order to ensure the autonomous rights of the local people in 485 Upazilas under 64
districts of the country. Upazila system was first introduced earlier in 1983, but this
system could not take a permanent basis for different reasons later. To this effect, 'The
Upazila Council Act-1998 is reintroduced and whereas it is expedient further to amend
the said Act, 'The Upazila Parishad Ain' was passed on April 6, 2009 which is known as
"Upazila Council (Reintroduction and Revision of the repealed Act) Act, 2009.
According to rule of the Act, a Upazila Council will consist of the following individuals,
namely-

a. 1 Chairman

b. 2 Vice-Chairmen including a female

c. Chairmen of all unions within the territory of the Upazila

d. Municipality Mayor

e. Female members elected in the reserved seats.
The Chairman and the Vice-Chairman will be directly elected by the people. Number of
seats equivalent to one-thirds of both the Union Council and the Municipality included
in the Upazila territory shall be reserved for female representatives who will be elected
out of and by the female members/councilor from the reserved seats of both the Union
Council and the Municipality included in the same Upazila territory as well.
The Upazila Council will act for overall development in the Upazila. Success in all
actions will depend on participation by the people.
Formation of the District Council
The Government of Bangladesh introduced an Act namely 'The District Council Act,
2000" on July 6, 2000. According to this Act, a provision provides the formation of
District Council in every district other than Khagrachhari, Rangamati and Bandarban hill
districts. A District Council will consist of 1 Chairman, 15 members and 5 female
members of the reserved seats. The tenure of a newly formed District Council will be
five years.

Functions of the District Council

Functions of the District Council are of two categories, such as, compulsory and
voluntary.

Compulsory Functions Include
1. Reviewing all development programmes within the district;

2. Reviewing implementation progress of projects undertaken by the Upazila Council
or the Municipality;
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Besides, it superintendents different public health related services, such as, establishment of
clinics, child-house, mother-house, etc. preventing contagious diseases and providing
remedies for, forbidding sale or purchase of polluted and adulterated victuals, supplying pure
water, etc.

4. Functions Relating to Habitation: The Municipality is vested with authority to
regulate any construction or reconstruction works. Thus making or reconstructing any
brick-built or stone-built house requires approval from the Municipality.

5. Functions Relating to Education: The Municipality's educational functions include
construction of academic institutes and hostels, providing training to the teachers,
awarding stipend/scholarship to poor and brilliant students, distributing books free of
cost, providing compulsory education and mass education, etc.

6. Functions Relating to Improvement of Public Passages: For the sake of public
passages, the Municipality constructs passages, names them and maintains the same,
keeps the passages neat and clean, provides lighting on the roads and regulates
trafficking of vehicles on roads and highways.

7. Functions Relating to Social Welfare: The Municipality sets up welfare centres and
orphanages for the orphan, destitute and indigent persons and manage them within its
territory.

8. Functions Relating to Plantation: The Municipality is vested with functions relating
to maintenance and development of forests within municipal area, plantation and
maintenance of plants beside roads and at public places, maintenance of park, garden
and open spaces for recreation of the common people, and providing playgrounds to
play thereat.

9. Functions Relating to Arbitration: The Municipality may take initiatives to settle or
may settle different disputes and problems arising from awarding fine to the people
living within the Municipality, limitation of boundaries, family problems and
quarrellings by way of arbitration amicably. In this extent of service, the relevant
ward commissioner and the Chairman where necessary, may act as arbitrator to serve
the purpose. The Municipality is an important and effective governance system in the
district and The upazila towns, serving the town-dwellers by participating even in
solving their problems they face.

The City Corporation

The municipalities namely Dhaka, Rajshahi, Chittagong, Khulna, Sylhet, Barisal,
Rangpur, Comilla and Narayanganj, have been promoted to the City Corporations.
Dhaka City Corporation has been divided into two corporations, namely the Dhaka
North and the Dhaka South.

The number of members of the City Corporation depends on its volume and activities.
The City Corporation consists of a mayor and a deputy mayor who are directly elected
by the people.

The City Corporation has been formed in order to solve the widespread problems of the
city such as arrangement for supply of water and drinking water, drainage system,
removal of dirt, refuses, etc. and garbage management, increasing civic privileges and
rendering overall development in the territory.

Importance of the Local Administration

In modern times, importance of local autonomy in respect of administering the state,
undoubtedly plays a great role that has no limit de facto. At present, any state consists of
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2.

Which one out of the information passed by Hridoy is correct in respect of
discharging functions by the Prime Minister —

1. Patronizing the ruling party

1i. Approval to annual budget

1i1. Preserving the rights of the members of the Parliament.

Which one in the following is correct?

a.
b.
C.
d.

1& 1

1 & il
1& 111

1, 1& 111

For executing the above functions, the Prime Minister 1s called —

a.
b.
C.
d.

Chief of the Government
Chief Executive

Head of the Parliament
Leader of the party

Creative questions:

The habitations in three villages under a district of the southern region of
Bangladesh were damaged by a cyclone. The Deputy Commissioner 'Ka' provided
victims with cash money and treatment for the injured. He holds reputation through
smoothly discharging his functions maintaining law and order within the relevant
district, implementing government policies and collecting revenues, etc, in exercise
of the power.

1.

a.
b.
C.

d.

What is the tenure of a Union Council?
What is impeachment? Explain.

What type of activities of 'Ka' does 'taking steps for the victims of cyclone'?
Explain.

"The Deputy Commissioner is a friend of the district', evaluate this quotation by
the light of the section described, and the subject-matter perused.

Bellal Hossain is the representative duly elected by eligible voters of his area. There
are 12 more representatives in his office. He got 3 tube-wells installed, supplied 5
rings for set up of toilets (latrines) and distributed fertilizer among the farmers in his
area.

a.

o

What is the number of the Members of Parliament made limited by the
Constitution in accordance with 15" Amendment of the Constitution?

What do you understand by the Local Autonomy?
What organization is Bellal Hossain the Chief of? Explain.

Is Bellal Hossain's work as mentioned in the section enough for the said
organization? Give arguments in favor of your answer.
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considered equal in the eyes of the laws in democracy. So, the democracy, which has
been established as the most effective system to regulate public affairs so far, is
undoubtedly a popular concept in the 20" century, That is why the democracy is one of
the subjects worth studying.

Establishment of the democracy as a form of government is a consequence of historical
process. Democracy was first established in the city of Athens of ancient Greece. The
Athenians would understand such a political governing system by democracy in which
the whole people could directly participate. The Athenian democracy could not continue
on the move later. A considerable long duration in the Middle ages got elapsed in the
diarchy of religion and lord, the autocratic reign and the feudal system of governance.
After a long gap, democracy got the rebirth in Europe in the 17th and 18th centuries. In
the 19™ and 20th centuries, democratic system was established in different countries of
the world. England is marked as the main source of democratic trend of thoughts of the
18th century. However, the development of democracy has gradually approached such a
successful consequence that the modern civilization has been turned into democratic
civilization.

Different Types of Democracy

Democracy is usually introduced in two basic forms: (1) The Direct Democracy or Pure
Democracy and (2) The Indirect Democracy or Representative Democracy.

The Direct Democracy

The Direct democracy is a form of government in which the eligible and adult citizens
participate in the governance personally. Initially the direct democracy was introduced in
small city-states in ancient Greece. All the citizens of the state directly took part in
legislation, decision-making, imposing tax, justice and other jurisdictions. But the
concept of 'citizen' was narrow then, and every one did not enjoy the honour of a citizen.
A Modern state is big in size and has a large population as well. So there is no scope to
exercise direct democracy over there, but in some regions of Switzerland, the system of
direct democracy still exists.

The Indirect or Representative Democracy

The Indirect Democracy or Representative Democracy involves the election of
representatives by the people, and the citizens do not directly take part in the state
affairs. The elected representatives enact laws and run the state as well. In the modern
states, the indirect or representative democracy is prevailing.

The Merits and Demerits of Democracy
The good qualities of democracy are as follows:

In democracy, the rules of laws are established. It is a system of responsible governance
in which the government is elected directly by the people, and remains accountable to
the citizens. A democratic system of government is a system which is governed by the
public opinion. Any autocratic oppression, repression or control can not be accepted in
this system. In democratic governance, people's interest gets priority in making the state
policy. People's individual freedom and freedom of speech are ensured in this system.
As a result, a political sense grows among the people. In this system of governance, the
ruling party or the government is treated as the people's government. When such
government loses the trust of the people, it can no longer survive. Under such form of
government, an individual may enjoy the privileges of self-development. Moreover, a
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democratic-government is a benevolent government, and its main goal is the welfare of
the people.

In a democratic form of government, there are some limitations and shortcomings.
Ancient sages and philosophers like Plato and Aristotle termed 'democracy’ as a ruling
system of the illiterate and incompetent people because many irrational, incompetent and
corrupted person may be elected in this system for it being a rules of the majority. As a
result, the objectives of the democracy are not achieved in lack of knowledgeable
politicians, and many problems arise in governance. As a matter of fact, democracy turns
into a governance by the majorities where the minorities cannot send their representatives to
the legislative body and for which the government in power remains disinterested in
their matter of complaints or needs whatsoever. Many controversial opinions and views
are noticed in democracy for which difference of opinions and conflicts on political
issues are created, and destroy the national unity. Besides, when political parties fail to
come to a consensus, the nation becomes divided, and democracy becomes ineffective.
In undeveloped countries, the ruling party governs the state by keeping their own party
interest up. As a result, neutrality becomes futile, and agitation among the mass people is
inevitable. Moreover, democracy is largely an expensive ruling system involving
frequent electoral arrangements, forming public opinions, comprehensive propaganda,
etc. for which the political parties as well as the candidates have to spend a lot of money.

The Democracy of Bangladesh

The Parliamentary system of government was adopted in Pakistan after the British Rules
had been over in 1947. Bangladesh was a part of Pakistan having the name of East
Pakistan. It took long 9 years to form a constitution for the state in the national
assembly. In fact, during this period, the Governor General and the bureaucrats governed
the state in the name parliamentary rules. Either the Prime Minister or the Governor
General used to form the cabinet with a chosen few without taking any opinion of the
National Assembly. General Ayub Khan declared the martial law in 1958 two and a half
years after formulating the constitution through which the transient democratic system of
Pakistan came to an end.

But subsequently, a demand to establish Parliamentary democracy had been raised and
the first National Assembly Election was held in Pakistan in 1970, and that was the last
election in the undivided Pakistan. The Awami League got the absolute majority in the
election under the leadership of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, but the Junta of
Pakistan did not hand over the power to Bangabandhu, rather they swooped over the
unarmed Bengalis which resulted in the division of Pakistan. Bangladesh got her
independence through a bloody war of 9 months in 1971.

Since the post-independence till today, three political parties came to power — The
Awami League, The Bangladesh Nationalist Party and The Jatiya Party, and a
considerable period was under military regime. After the liberation, The Bangladesh
Awami League first formed the government under the leadership of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. The Bengali nation achieved their independence under the
leadership of Bangabandhu, a manifest symbol of their long struggle against the
Pakistani oppression and repression. The Awami League government made an important
contribution to the reformation of a war-torn state, to the foundation of the infrastructure
and the restoration of different industries and the nationalization, improvement of
administrative system in due course. The Awami League government initiated different
steps to establish the democracy by introducing the parliamentary form of government,
drafting a democratic and progressive constitution within 10 months after the
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independence, achieving recognition of 140 states as an independent country, getting
memberships of the United Nations, the OIC, and other international organizations, and
by holding the General Election on 7 March 1973 for the first time in the country as per
the newly drafted constitution.

On 15 August 1975, a group of aberrant army personnel cruelly killed the Father of the
nation, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, and all of his family members who were
present in the house at that time, and subsequently the four National leaders in the jail.
Thus Bangladesh confronted a turning reversely which continued to go on the move until
the mass revolt that took place in 1990. The country was under the Martial law for 15
years after the Post-75 political turmoil when the people's voting right was snatched
away. The Pro-army supporting parties are formed by disintegrating different political
parties or alluring leaders thereof tactfully. The despot in power took over the control of
polling booths in the name of election. Constituencies were shared out in the name of so-
called election. The Election Commission became ineffective and helpless with concern.
Student led mass movement of 1990, the formation of the Caretaker Government under
leadership of the Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed, and holding the National Parliament
Election on 27 February 1991 introduced a mentionable chapter focusing on political
revolution and retrieval of democracy in Bangladesh.

The Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) won the election held in 1991 and formed the
government. Immediately after the election, the cabinet governance system was
reintroduced in the parliament on 6 August 1991 by the Constitution (Twelfth
Amendment) Act, 1991 upon mutual consent of all the parties in a body. But such
mutual understanding between the ruling party and the opposition could not last long. A
dissension among the parties was grown regarding the by-election in the constituencies
of Mirpur, Dhaka (1993) and Magura (1994) within a short time. It created a suspicion
among the parties in opposition that no election would be free and fair under the
government of the ruling party. However, different political parties including the Awami
League initiated a demand of holding the subsequent general election under a neutral
caretaker government. All the Members of the Parliament belonging to the Awami
League and other political parties boycotted the session of the House, and subsequently
147 MPs of the opposition tendered their resignation from the Parliament. The Awami
League, the Jatiya Party and the Jamaat-e-Islami began movement demanding the
formation of a Non-party Caretaker Government, and called strikes incessantly by
forcing the issue. The then BNP Government ignored their demand, and doggedly held
the General Election on 15 February 1993. The Awami League and other political
parties rejected the election, and the so-called election was held in almost absence of the
voters. The election lost its acceptance and importance as well since the opposition
parties did not take part in the election. In spite of that, a bill for establishing the system
of Caretaker Government was passed and included in the Constitution as the Thirteenth
Amendment in 1996 in a session of the Sixth Parliament lasted for only four days, and a
constitutional provision on conducting the general election under a Non-party Caretaker
Government was ensured.

However, the Awami League formed the government getting the majority in the Seventh
Parliamentary election held on 12 June 1996. The Awami League government initiated
different policies to strengthen the democracy in the state by forming different
parliamentary committees, introducing a session for the Prime Minister to answer the
queries of the members, signing the Chittagong Hill Tracts peace Treaty, and



136 Bangladesh and Global Studies

introducing the system for women to be elected in Union Councils and other local
government elections through direct voting.

Following the eighth parliamentary election held on 1 October 2001, the four-party
alliance led by the BNP-Jamaat formed the government. This government purposefully
and for the sake of party interest extended the age limit of the retirement of the Justice in
service for 2 years from 65 to 67, and made impartiality of the subsequent Chief Advisor
of the caretaker government and the Chief Election Commissioner controversial. A most
critical political situation was created in the country. At such a state, an indirect army
interference by General Moin U Ahmed took place in the politics. The then army-backed
government of Dr. Fakhruddin Ahmed was in power for two years, and they tried their
best to survive through an unconstitutional way by arresting both the party-chiefs of the
major two political parties, establishing a special tribunal for their trial, imposing the so-
called reformation on the existing political parties, and issuing numerous ordinances.
However, after two years of such a situation in the country, the Caretaker Government
was compelled to declare time and schedule for the general election, and the election
was held on 29 December, 2008. The greater alliance led by the Awami League
achieved the landslide victory and formed the government as well.

The Political Parties

A political party is an important organization in the modern state governance. In fact,
nowadays, a representative government means a political government. No existence of a
democratic state is imagined without the political parties. The public opinion, party
manifesto, supporters and politically conscious citizen groups are formed centralizing on
the political parties.

The Definition of a Political Party

In general sense, a political party is defined as an organized group of people that tries to
assume power in a lawful manner by propagating their political manifesto and forming
public opinion.

According to Professor Getel, “a political party consists of a group of citizens more of
less organised, who act as a political unit, and who by use of their voting power, aims to
control the government and carry out their general policies.”

Generally a political party may be formed under the creative leadership of an individual
or a group. So, it may be said from this point of view that a political party is an
organized group of people that tends to identify the problems of the citizens by the
political leaderships, and building the public opinion in a specific course of actions solve
the problems, and tries to form the government of their own in a lawful manner. Such
political parties, apart from ensuring the national interest and progress, play roles in
strengthening their party and preserving the interest of their party members as well.

Maclver, a political scientist, defined a political party in this way, “we may define a
political party as an association organised in support of some principles or policies
which by pro-constitutional means. It endeavours to make the determinant of the
government.”

Therefore, it can be said that a political party is an organization of the people whose
members and supporters agree in opinions and seek to take over the power as the
constitutional way and to implement the agenda fixed by the party.
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opinions demand the solution from the government. The parties are the indispensable
links between the people and the representative machinery of the government.

The political parties drive their movements in order to realize the due rights for the
citizens of the country in any independent state. The political parties organise
movements for liberation from slavery and for the achievement of independence. For
example, The Muslim League launched the movement for achieving Pakistan and the
Awami League for the independence of Bangladesh.

The roles of the political parties to a democratic state are inevitable. They detect the
needs, demands and problems of the public, and undertake programmes for the overall
welfare of the people. Besides, the opposition represents a shadow government in the
parliamentary form of government, because, if the ruling party loses the support and fails
in a vote of confidence in the parliament, the opposition avails of the opportunity of
assuming power and form the government instead.

The Relationship between the Democracy and the Election

The fundamental aspect of democracy is the election. No democratic system can be
imagined without election. There is no other alternative to election in a democratic form
of government to run the state by the people’s representatives. The Election is held in
order to elect public representatives at different levels of the government.

In the modern democratic form of government, all powers of the country belong to the
people, and the people exercise their democratic rights by participating in the election
and casting their votes. In this process, the people may elect honest and competent
representative on the basis of their evaluation, and the government is formed and run by
those who are elected with the mandate of the people. So, the legal electoral system has
a relationship with the picking of lawful authority of election and the formation of a
democratic government.

Through electoral process, the people may discard the previous government, i.e. the
previous ruling party. The people do not trust the government or the party that ignore the
interest or opinion of the people. The people give a stern reply through the election. The
sovereignty of the people is exercised through the election.

The System of Election in Bangladesh and the National Parliament

Direct democracy was customary in the city-states of Ancient Greece. That is, the
citizens would directly participate in the ruling system individually. But the modern
states are big in size with a large population. So, it is not possible for every citizen to
directly participate in the process of governing. That is why the people perform the duty
indirectly by electing their representatives through enfranchisement.

The election is a process through which representatives may be elected from the
candidates of different parties in order to govern the country on behalf of the people. In
other words, the election is a system through which the adult and eligible citizens of the
state elect their representatives by casting their votes as per their own choice. In almost
every country, the election is held by ballot. The citizens who have legal rights to vote or
enjoy the dignity to cast votes are called voters or electors. All voters in a body are
generally termed as the 'electoral body'. The whole of the country is divided into some
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The Jurisdiction and Functions of the Election Commission

The Election Commission makes the voter list and all the necessary arrangements for
holding elections at the local government or the national levels. If any dispute arises
regarding the voter list, the commission will resolve it. The Commission holds the
elections of the Union Councils, the District Councils, the City Corporation, the
Municipality and the National Parliamentary. The administration assists the Election
Commission in the discharge of its functions.

The Election Commission fixes the boundary of the constituencies, and its decision is
final to resolve any dispute regarding the boundary. The Election Commission appoints
the required number of Returning and Polling officers for holding the election. The
Commission makes the necessary arrangements to elect the President by the members of
the Parliament as per the constitution.

The Commission sorts out the nomination papers. If any dispute on the sorting out of the
nomination papers arises, the Commission will resolve it. The Commission holds the by-
election at the National and Local levels. In case any dispute arises regarding the
eligibility of any member of the parliament, the Commission deduces the settlement for
the same. The Election Commission discharges its functions in accordance with the
constitution and the law.

The Electoral Codes of Conduct
In order to hold elections, the necessary electoral codes of conduct are mentioned below:

1. The Compliance with the Electoral Rules: All concerned shall comply with the
electoral rules and regulations accordingly.

2. The Interdiction of Payment of any Subscription, Grant, etc. to any
Organization: No candidate shall be entitled to donate, subscribe or to promise to
do so directly or indirectly in his constituency from the date of announcement of the
schedule till the day on which votes will cast, and also no promise shall be made to
undertake any development project in the jurisdiction of his constituency.

3. The Electoral Campaign:

3.1. Without distinction as to political parties and candidates, all concerned will
enjoy the equal rights in electoral campaign. No bar to any meeting, procession
or campaign shall be made against the counter part;

3.2. No mass meeting causing impediment to public passage on any road or
highway shall be called/held without the permission of the competent
authority.

3.3. If someone impedes meeting or procession, complaint against that person shall
be made before the police agency. But the candidate or/and his supporters shall
not be entitled to do any thing of their own;

3.4. No political party or candidate shall be entitled to use any government leaflets,
vehicles, or to receive help from any public officer or employee or otherwise
any national opportunity;

3.5. No posters, leaflets, or handbills belonging to any candidate shall be replaced
by the same of any counter party any way;
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Which one is correct in the following —

a. 1

b. 1&1i
c. 1&1il
d u&ii

Creative Question:

1. Most of the members of Mitul's Club want to personally be the General Secretary.
No one abstains from longing for the same, all of the members empowered some
persons to select a Secretary. Subsequently the empowered individuals selected one
of them a General Secretary. Although the newly appointed General Secretary gets a
tried to obtain their confidence, but he became controversial later due to the lack of
prudence and with the charge of keeping up the interest of his nearest ones, and the
process of selecting a Secretary stuck in question.

a. Write the definition of democracy as defined by the Political Scientist Maclver.
b. What is the Election Commission?

c. Explain the process applied to select General Secretary to Mitul's Club in the
light of the subject-matter perused by you.

d. "The selection process will be best subject to removal of weakness in selection
process" Explain.
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3. What achievements have been made by Bangladesh abroad so far for the said
activities?
a. has been developed with the Military Strategic Achievement
b. has influenced foreign countries
c. has formed a disciplined soldiers
d. has maintained the World Peace
Creative questions:

1. A housewife named Rita, despite her higher education, was not allowed by her
family to participate in any working sphere. She was able to get a job in a private
firm after showing a number of reasonable arguments and continuous struggle. She
was paid there lesser financial facility in comparison to that of one of her male
colleagues having the same position. Once she discussed the matter before the
authority in order to ensure her reasonable respect and due facilities, and she became
successful at last. Her brother Lablu, a member of the Bangladesh police, working in
Sierra Leone, came to know this news and became very glad and he greeted his sister
from there.

a. When was the League of Nations founded?

b. What does 'Deliberative Assembly' mean?

c. Explain an associate organization of the United Nations that works with a
view to realizing the women's rights like Rita.

d. Rita's brother, Lablu has been playing an important role for the nation—

Give reasons in support of your answer.
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Exchangeability means the possibility of getting the goods by one person from the other.
But price has to pay for getting it.

Resource or asset can be divided into four classes - personal, collective, national and
international. Personally owned land, house, factory money, car, goods, etc. are the
personal asset. Own intellect, personal skill though nontransferable, but an individual
can create resource by utilizing those qualities. So these are included as personal asset.
The resources which are enjoyed by all the people of the society collectively are
collective asset. All the citizens have equal rights on this asset and they have equal
obligations for those assets. Roads, Railway, Embankment, Park, Government Hospital,
School, and all natural resources under state ownership such as forest, mineral resources,
rivers, etc. are the collective resources.

All the personal resources of all citizens of the country and the collective resources of
the society are jointly called the national resources. Moreover, any qualifying
characteristics of the nation such as skills, creative power, technical knowledge, etc. are
included in the national resources.

There are some resources that do not belong to any state. So every nation can enjoy
those resources such as ocean, scientific invention, technology, etc. All these are the
international resources.

There are mainly two sources of national resources. The first is the gift of nature. The
land, inside and outside the geographical boundary of any country is the gift of nature.
Natural forest and trees —fruits, animals and birds, rivers and natural water body and
fishes, other aquatic animals and trees, water and all types of mineral resources within
soil are the nature given resources.

The second source of national resource is created by the human beings. The citizens of
any country use, collect and withdraw natural resources by using their labour and capital
and create asset by transforming or transferring those items. For example, man cultivates
land and produces crop, fruit, flower and trees. They cultivate fish in the water, lift
mineral resources and make it suitable for use. Moreover, man by their own initiative or
under the finance and control of the government constructs roads, factory, machinery,
vehicle, embankment and bridge and produces various types of 1ndustry In this way, the
citizens of country are engaged in the creation of various types of goods and services,
1.e. asset throughout the year.

The Reservation of National Resource and Checking Wastage

Preservation means preservation and supervision specially. We know that the personal
asset of all the citizens and the collective asset of a country together form national
resource. Collective asset includes those assets that are collectively owned by all the
people and the state owned natural and produced resources are included too. So, the
preservation of national resource means both the personal asset and the collective asset
altogether.

Preservation is the special protection and supervision of any object, goods, organization,
and property with care. The individual generally keeps his own asset such as money,
land and property, gold and silver, furniture, ornaments, own factory or industry,
vehicle, etc. with special care for his own interest. Not only that, they are much active to
develop and to increase those. Moreover, everybody supervises those items to check
wastage of their own resources. The looklng after of asset, preventing the possibility of
damaging any asset, replacing the asset damaged, etc. are included in the preservation
responsibilities. The individual do not generally incur excess expenditure or misuse of
his own asset. He remains always aware for not spending excess of necessity.
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required for production: Land’, Labour®, Capitals’, organization®. Wood for chair is
collected from land. For collecting wood, money and to transform wood to chair,
machinery and other factors are required. This money and machinery is capital.
Afterwards, labourer or technician is needed who prepares chair from wood with the
help of machinery and own labour, and the organizer or entrepreneur accomplishes chair
production process by integrating land, capital and labourers.

In this way, man always initiates effort to fulfill his various needs by the help of these
four factors. The above-mentioned four factors are required to accomplish production
process. This money received from the produced asset is divided into the said factors as
rent, wage, interest and profit. There are the incomes of the factors of production.
Through this income the owner of land, labour, owner of capital or capitalist and
entrepreneur fulfils their various need and want. The process of distributing produced
resources among the said four factors of production is called distribution.

We can say from this discussion that the economic function that is performed by man to
fulfill his various wants’ has various stages. The stages are as follows:

Want — Effort - Production — Distribution — Consumption

For production, the land owner is given rent for land. Similarly wages to the labourers,
interest to the capital owner, profit to the organizer are given. All the rewards such as
rent, wage, interest and profit are properly distributed, speed in economic programmes
comes and economic welfare is attained. If the distribution system is faulty and
discriminatory, economic problem persists, and instability and disorder are created in the
soclety.

The way how the money value of total produced asset is distributed among the factors of
production; it depends on the economic system of the country. The system or structure
under which the ownership of factors of production is determined and the process of
distribution and consumption of produced asset is accomplished is called the economic
system. This system forms in combination of economic function of the people and
economy related organization and legal structure.

Four types of economic system are mainly effective in the present world : the capitalist,
the Socialist, the Mixed and the Islamic Economic Systems. In this chapter, we shall
know how the work of production and distribution is accomplished under the four
economic work process and characteristics under the said four systems.

Land: Usually land means soil or plain field, but in economic land means all the mineral resources such as the
soil, the upper stratum of earth, and everything on and inside land.

“Labour: The physical and mental ability of man usable in production work is called labour.

SCapital: The produced factor of production is called the capital. Capital is such type of asset which is not
directly consumed, but more production is made by utilizing it, such as machinery, factory, building used in the
work of production, money, etc.

®Organization: Three factories of production such as land, labour and capital in combination of all these the
work of conducting production and execution is called organization. The man who organizes is called the
organizer or entrepreneur. The risk or uncertainly which remains in production is  shouldered by the organizer.
"Want: The need felt for any material or in material goods (service) is want. want is the desire or wish to get any
goods or service.
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No private ownership is accepted in the socialist economic system, and the ownership
belongs to the state. On the other hand, the individual has no freedom to take initiative in
production and consumption. As a result, in case of production and investment the
individual initiative and eagerness may be reduced. As a result, optimum utilization of
resources, specially the highest productivity and the creativity of individual can not be
ensured.

The Characteristics of Mixed Economy

Another economic system is existent along with the capitalist and socialist economic
system in the present world. It is mixed economy. It is a system based in the
combination of some characteristics of the capitalist and socialist economy. In this
system, the private ownership is recognized in production, investment and consumption,
and at the same time, there is the arrangement for production and investment by the
government initiative. Some sectors or a part of some sectors of the economy is
controlled by the government. The main characteristics of mixed economy are —

o Coexistence of Government and Private Sector

The government ownership, initiative and either full or partial control remain effective in
some sectors in the mixed economy along with the private ownership and private
initiative. The supply of essential goods and services for the people such as
communication system, treatment, arrangement for education, etc. are run mainly under
government control. In such cases, the production and supply of partial personal or
private initiative are seen.

More over basic and large industry, publicly important organization, big bank and
financial organization, main import and export goods, life saving drug, child food, etc.
usually remain under government control.

Again the essential commodity such as agricultural goods, clothes and garments,
processed foods, personal vehicles, restaurant, etc. are produced, established and
supplied mainly on private initiative.

e Competition: The individual or private sectors remain predominant in mixed
economy. So there is competition for production and in fixing up price of goods,
spontaneous activities and counter activities of supply and demand. The choice of buyers
and investments of the entrepreneur is fixed depending upon the price and ability.

¢ Earning Profit: The personal ownership in property, individual freedom in decision
marking, and predominance of private sector remain in the mixed economic system. So
the main objectives of all economic activities of the producers are to earn maximum
profit. Even the state owned sectors are also influenced with the motive of earning profit.

But there is no aim of earning profit from public welfare activities, specially in service
oriented activities (such as health, education related activities). Arrangement is also
made to control profit in some social welfare sectors such as telecommunication,
transport, etc.

e The Freedom of Entrepreneur and Consumer: The individual can take initiative to
produce any commodity at any amount in capitalist economy. Even he can do monopoly
in business as the sole producer of any commodity. In the mixed economy, the
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restriction is imposed on monopoly business of essential goods used by the people. As a
result, more than one producer sells the goods in the market in competitive price.

In this economic system, the consumer can sale purchase and consume common goods
freely. Also if production hampers at special time and in disaster period then government
may impose control indirectly on the sale purchase of any goods.

¢ Distribution of Income: The distribution is also affected by these characteristics of
mixed economy. A big part of the economic activities such as the big and heavy
industries, the production and marketing of essential goods and the import-export is
controlled by the government along with the private ownership. The part of private
ownership of the economy is run fully by the individual for the purpose of earning profit.
In most of the cases, due wage of the labourer is given less like the capitalist economic
system and the surplus wage is included with the profit. As a result, a balanced
distribution of asset is not produced. The disparity appears in the income of various
factors of production. So, the over all welfare of the people of society is not ensured.

It appears that the part in the mixed economy controlled by the government is not for
making profit but for the social welfare to the utmost. The labourers engaged in the
production get the right wages. So a balanced distribution has been possible.

In this way, it is seen that a balanced distribution of asset and wages is ensured in the
mixed economy though sometimes, it is noticed that the labourers are exploited and
deprived and income disparity is observed.

The Islamic Economic System

There is the instruction of each activity of human being in Islam. This religion is a code
of life. So the policies, rules, legal structures and guidance required to perform the
political, social, economic and religious activities are included in Islam. All such rules -
and regulation are inscribed in the Holy Quran and Hadith. The foundation of Islamic
economic system is also the Holy Quran and Hadiths. To understand the issue of
distribution asset under Islamic economic system, we have to understand first the main
characteristics of Islamic economic system.

The Characteristics of Islamic Economic System

The Islamic economic system is the full discussion of human life. The Creator has
created man, all types of commodities, creatures, environment and materials. Man uses
all these goods and environment given by the Creator, has created asset and thus
consumes. It is the rules of Islam.

e Ownership of Asset: The personal ownership of asset is recognized in Islam. Man
can use and consume the asset according to his wish. He can transfer this properly to his
heirs.

e The Shariah Based Economic Functions: The economic and all functions are run in
Islamic economic system as per the provision of Sariah. The basic principles of
economic activities are determined according to the five basic pillars of Islam,
instructions of the Holy Quran and the provisions of Hadith of Rasul (SM).

e Production System and Remuneration of the Factors of Production: Any
individual can invest either individually or collectively for producing goods permitted by
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Exercise

Short questions:

1. Who is called the entrepreneur?

2. Give the example of personal property.

3. What is the national resource?

4. How would you define collective resources?
Narrative questions:

1. Explain the responsibilities of the state to preserve the national resource of
Bangladesh.

2. Differentiate between the capitalist and the socialist economic system.
3. Identify the characteristics of economic system of Bangladesh.
Multiple choice questions:

1. Which one below is the collective resource?

a. House
b. Ocean
c. Factory
d. Forest

Car
House

Mineral Resources
Government Hospital

Road
Park

Own Intellect School

Jechnical Knowledge

i ii iii
2. Which circle above includes personal asset?
i
ii
1&ii
.1 & il

3. The characteristics of mixed economic system are —

a0 o

1. Personal independence and predominance of the government sector in decision-
making

ii. The predetermined government decision about the quantity of the production

iii. Introduction of the lone system as a lone producer
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Which one is correct?

a. 1
b. 1&11
c. 1l

d 1&1i

Read the paragraph below and answer the question no. 4 & 5.

Tanvir of Bakulpur village of Gazipur district observes that some people are cutting the
trees from the forest. Tanvir caught the people engaged in cutting trees with the help of
villagers and handed them over to the police.

4. What type of effort of Tanvir to preserve the national resource and prevent the
misuse is?

a. Personal
b. State
c. collective
d. International
5. As aresult of taking the said initiative —
1. National resource would be protected
ii. Financial development would occur
1i1. Employment opportunity would occur
Which one is correct?
a. 1
b. ii
c. 1&1ii
d. ii & iii
Creative question:

1. Pertho is the citizen of a country named "A". The country where he has born does
not allow establishing industry by personal initiative. The factory in which the father
of Pertho used to work would give a portion of his due wage only when needed.
Recently Perth has got the citizenship of a country named 'Kha'. He has established
an industry by spending $ 1 lakh. He has established another industry with his
earnings.

a. How many divisions can the asset be divided into?
b. What is the economic system? Explain.

c. Explain the nature of economic system of the 'A' country of Pertho from the point
of view of the subject matter you learnt.

d. Discuss with logic the difference between the economic system of the country of
‘Kha’ with the economic system of the country of ‘Ka’.
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a particular period-generally in one year by investing the labour and capital of a country
on the natural resources or land of that country is called gross national product.

The Measurement of Gross National Product
The Gross National Product can be measured from the viewpoint of three aspects.
1. Taking the Produced Goods and Services into Account

Various types of goods and services' are produced in the economy of any country on
the basis of the need of the people. Because of the variety of the produced goods, it is
not possible to calculate the total amount of these goods and services. So, the amount of
total production of each commodity and each service is to be multiplied with their
market price to calculate the amount of gross national product. The summation of the
financial value of each commodity and service obtained in this way is called gross
national product. For calculating gross national product in this method only the ultimate
commodities have to be counted. Many goods are purchased and sold more than once as
primary and secondary goods before coming to the market at the final phase. These
purchase and sale occur between the producers and the businessmen. At the final phase
of the production of the commodity consumers purchase and consume'' it. After the
purchase by the consumer it is no more purchased or sold. If the commodity is counted
at each phase to calculate the gross national product, the amount of gross national
product will not be correct. So, in calculating gross national product the only commodity
of the final phase has to be calculated.

Let us try to understand the topic through an example. Suppose there is produced yarn
from cotton, fabric from yarn and shirt from fabric. Here, cotton is the primary
commodity, yarn and fabric are the secondary goods and shirt is the ultimate commodity.
If the price of the commodity is calculated at all these four phases, cotton, yarn, fabric
and shirt, it will be a wrong calculation. Because, the prices of cotton, yarn and fabric
are included in the price of the shirt. So to calculate or measure gross national product in
the method of production only the ultimate commodity which is directly consumed is
calculated.

2. Taking the Earned Income of the Factors of Production into Account

To calculate gross national product in this method the summation of the total income of
the factors of production is found out. The income of the four factors of production —
land, labour, capital and organisation is rent, wages, interest and profit respectively. The
national income of any country in a year is the summation of the total of the revenue, the
wages/salary, the interest and the profit earned by the factors of production in that year.

3. Taking the Total Expenditure of the Society into Account

Gross national product can also be calculated on the basis of the total expenditure of the
society. According to this method, the financial value of gross national product is found
by totaling all types of expenditures of the country in a specific period of time.

YService: The service is a material goods which have the value of utility and exchangeability, for example,
imparting lesson by a teacher in the classroom, providing treatment by a physician, providing finance related
service by a banker, etc.

"Consumption: The process of using the utility of any commodity is consumption, for example, man satisfies
their hunger by foods, so, man consumes food, but when foods are wasted, it is not consumption. It will be
regarded as consumption if it is used for feeding.
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of most of the people will not be developed. However, if the per capita income rises and
the price level remains unchanged or increases at a lower rate compared to income rise,
the standard of living will rise in those countries where there is balanced distribution of
national income.

In the fiscal year 2010-11 the per capita national income in Bangladesh in current price
is around Tk. 58,000/- and in dollar 818 dollars. (Bangladesh Economic Survey, 2011,
Ministry of Finance)

The Sectors of National Economy and its Share in or Contribution to Gross
Domestic Product

The Sectors of economy refers to various parts, divisions or sections of economy. The
economy of any country of the world is divided into main three sectors: agriculture,
industry and Service sectors. Land and every thing produced from land- crop, forest
resource, animal and fish resources are included in agriculture sector. Large scale and
small scale industries, all types of construction, all activities regarding mineral matters
are included in industry sector. The rest of all activities such as education-health-
recreation, bank- insurance, hotel- restaurant, postal- telephone, communication and
transport- all these are included in service sector. However, in many countries, for the
advantage of budget allocation and running works each of these three main sectors is
divided into some other sectors.

The economy of any country is divided into several sectors. The Sectors of economy
means various parts, divisions or sections of economy.

The economy of Bangladesh is divided into a total of 15 main sectors. These 15 sectors
are (1) agriculture and forest (2) fishery (3) mineral and excavation (4) industry (5)
electricity, gas and water resource (6) construction (7) whole sale and retail trade (8)
hotel and restaurant (9) transport, preservation and communication (10) service of
financial organisation (11) real estate, rent and other business (12) public administration
and defense (13) education (14) health and social service (15) community, social and
personal service. However, these 15 sectors can be integrated into total 5 wider sectors.
They are, for example- agriculture, industry, service, business and social service.

In the sector of “agriculture’ there are the sectors of ‘agriculture and forest’. In a broader
sense ‘the resource of fishery’ is also included in agriculture sector.

In the ‘industrial sector,” there are small, medium and large industries. However, in a
broader sense the sectors of the ‘mineral and excavation’, ‘electricity, gas and water
resources’ and ‘construction’ are also included in industry sector.

Services such as hotel and restaurant, transport, preservation and communication, service
of financial organisation (bank and insurance), etc. are included in service sector. The
‘Public administration and defence’, ‘education’, ‘health and social service’,
‘community, social and personal service’-all these are included in the “social service’ sector.

The ‘Wholesale and retail trade’ and ‘real estate, rent and other business’— these two
sectors fall under the domain of ‘business’ sector.

So, though the entire economy of the country is divided into 15 sectors, we can integrate
those sectors into 5 main sectors.

Among the said five integrated sectors, industrial sector tops the list of the sector wise
share in or contribution to gross domestic product in fiscal year 2010-11. Its contribution
1s 30.33%. It is followed by ‘business’ sector. Its contribution is 21.26%. Agricultural
sector is placed in the third. Its share in gross domestic production is 19.95%. ‘Social
service’ and ‘service’ sectors hold the fourth and fifth positions respectively- their share
is 14.81% and 13.64% respectively.
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again divided into two classes: Upper Middle Income Countries and Lower Middle

Income Countries. Income wise classifications are given below:

Income based classification of the countries of the world and classification of several
countries on the basis per capita gross national income are shown here:

Table-2

Income wise classification of the countries of the world and

Classification of some countries on the basis of per capita gross national income

(GNI Percapita) (2010)
No. Income based class Country Gross Population | Per Capita
National (Million) Gross
Income (GNI) National
(Billion Income
dollar) (US Dollar)
1 3 4 5 6

(1) | High Income country USA 14600.8 310 47140
(12276 dollars and above) Canada 1415.4 34 41950
UK 2399.3 62 38540
Norway 416.9 5 85380
Sweden 469.0 9 49930
Japan 5369.1 127 42150
Singapore 210.3 5 40920

(2) | Middle (a) Upper China 5700.00 1338 4260
Income Middle Iran 3304 74 4530
Country Income Malaysia 220.4 28 7900
(1006-12295 | (3976-12275 Turkey 7194 76 9500
dollars) dollars) Thailand 286.7 68 1210

(b) Lower India 1566.6 1171 1340

Middle Pakistan 182.5 173 1050

Income Egypt 197.9 84 2340

(1006-3975 ™ Nigeria 186.4 158 1180

dollars) Srilanka 46.7 20 2290

(3) | Lower Income country Banglades 104.5 164 640

(1005 Dollar or below) h

Nepal 14.5 30 490

Cambodia 10.7 14 760

Uganda 16.6 34 490

Kenya 31.8 41 780

Source: The World Bank Report, 2012

The High income countries are recognised as developed countries. These countries have
achieved this developed state because of reaching the top stage of development process.
Per capita income of these countries are such that after meeting all basic needs of the
people huge amount of money remains as surplus- which is spent in forming savings and
capital. These countries run further development activities with the surplus money and
assist in the development programmes of the developing and the under developed
countries. In the above table-2 it is shown that USA, Canada, UK and other European
countries, Japan among the Asian countries, Singapore are classified as ‘High Income
Countries’. The per capita national income of these countries in 2010 ranged from 38540
dollars to 85380 dollars.
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received in various countries of the world. But the rule of the English was established in
Bengal after the war of Palashey in 1757. The English rulers continued uninterrupted
exploitation and plunder in this country. Because of the introduction of Zamindar system
through permanent settlement system and mandatory indigo cultivation, the agriculture
and farmer society were copiously ruined. During the Muslim rules, Bangladesh had
trade with many countries of the world. Bangladesh had extended export trade even in
the European countries including the neighbouring countries. Along with the agricultural
goods, Bangladesh was regarded as a big industrial goods exporting country. The
English grabbed all business and trade as their own. Because of the advent of industrial
revolution in England at that time the mechanical age started. The clothes produced in
the textile industry of England in less expense captured the market of Bangladesh, and so
the world famous textile industry and other industries of Bangladesh were damaged. In
this way Bangladesh turned in to a market of industrial products of England. During this
time of this colonial rule Bangladesh merely became a raw material exporting country
instead of exporting agricultural and industrial goods. In the field of international trade,
there arose continuous deficit in Bangladesh in the balance of trade. As a result the
process of savings and capital formation were hindered.

As a result of the partition of India in 1947, two countries emerged named India and
Pakistan. The Pakistani regime started afterwards. There were two parts of Pakistan —
East Pakistan and West Pakistan. The Present Bangladesh was then the East Pakistan.
During the period of 1947-71, West Pakistan exploited East Pakistan in the same way.
The people of East Pakistan had been victims of the extreme deprivation in all cases
such as of service, distribution of resources, budget allocation, appointment in armed
forces and share of foreign aid. West Pakistan had the supremacy in all fields of
administration. In this way, the economic foundation of Bangladesh economy was
destroyed because of more than two hundred years (1757-1971) of the colonial rule and
exploitation. An advanced country like Bangladesh in the fields of agriculture, industry
and trade became economically dependent on others. Bangladesh inherited this
dependent economy after being independent through the armed struggle in 1971. As a
result much of our time was spent in preparing the foundation for starting economic
development activities. We are mostly engaged in preparing the foundation till now.

2. The Obstacles in Agriculture: In our agriculture based economy, the area of
agricultural land is gradually decreasing. In agriculture, high yielding seed, fertilizer,
irrigation facilities and modern cultivation method are being applied. But, the facilities
have not yet reached to a major portion of people concerned with agriculture.

Easy availability of agricultural loan is a big factor for agricultural development. The
amount agricultural loan disbursement is increasing every year. But because of
insufficiency of institutional facilities, the agricultural credit is still not easily available
to many real farmers.

The biggest obstacle to agricultural development is infrastructural weakness.
Productivity falls low because of insufficiency of irrigation facility, insufficiency of seed
and fertilizer and uncertainty to get those in time, lack of electricity, higher transport
expense in marketing produced goods and lack of facility to preserve and store goods.
Moreover, because of the domination of brokers and middlemen in all stages- from
production to marketing, the real producers are deprived of the right prices. As a result
they lose the interest to produce and do not become interested to take new initiative.
Bangladesh is called a country of natural calamities. Natural calamity is a major
hindrance to the development of agriculture. Every year various areas of this country are
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Another big problem originated from population problem is unemployment. A big
portion of the manpower of the country is unemployed and semi-employed. As a result,
the per capita income gets low. The rate of savings and investment is also low. So, the
rate of establishing new industry is poor.

Unemployment gives birth to many social problems too. The unemployed adolescents
and young people get involved in social criminal activities. As a result, the social life
gets troubled, and law and order situation becomes weak.

5. The Lack of Good Governance, and Corruption: Since after independence the
democracy has not yet been able to be firmly rooted in the administration system of the
country for various reasons. For a long time of forty years after independence military
rule had continued in this country. There is the lack of accountability and transparency in
administration. It has not been possible to arrange education, training and employment
keeping pace with population growth. As a result there are widespread unemployment,
dissatisfaction and restlessness among the youths. An influential portion of the officials
working in government and private sectors being corrupt, corruption has spread across
all the levels of the society. Because of such corruption, social instability and lack of
good governance, no expected progress has taken place in the industry and service
sectors of the country.

6. Nature Made Obstacles: The Natural calamity is a common incident in Bangladesh.
It is said that Bangladesh is a natural disaster prone country. The main natural calamities
include flood, draught, water upsurge, cyclone, tornado, river erosion, etc. These
calamities spoil mainly the agriculture sector. Moreover, houses, roads and trees undergo
widespread damage. Especially, every year, because of flood and river erosion, a huge
area of land of this country with limited agricultural land is dissolved. Besides, the loss
of human lives, cattle, fishery and bird resources also undergo widespread damage. With
this loss, the production has to be started again every year.

Steps to Overcome the Obstacles to the Economic Development of Bangladesh

The steps taken by the government and private organisations to eliminate the main
obstacles to the development of the economy of Bangladesh are mentioned below.

1. To Prepare Policy Based Foundation for Development: A policy based foundation
is required for any national development programme. Formulating or amending a
national policy for different sectors of economy, the government has undertaken a
project for preparing a structure for development. Planning and project are required to
implement the policy.

The present government has undertaken initiatives for a planned development to attain
overall economic development of the country. Under this said initiative a document of
plan titled "Bangladesh Perspective Planning 2010- 2021" has been prepared in the light
of "Rupkalpa-2021" declared by the government.

Based on the said perspective, a 6™ five-year-plan (2011-15) has been prepared as a
midterm plan. This plan will include the objective of overall economic development and
the strategies, method and description of assets and directions to attain that objective.
Bangladesh has implemented five ‘five year plans’ earlier.

2. Steps Taken in Agriculture: Among the big obstacles to agricultural development
there are: decrease in agricultural land, insufficiency of agricultural loan, insufficiency
of agricultural materials such as seed fertilizer and insecticide, weakness In
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To ensure rapid industrialisation of the country, the government has taken initiatives to
establish and expand large/ basic industries side by side with small and medium
industries. The first and main requirement for industrialisation is capital. The sources of
capital are banks and financial organisations. So, action has been taken through banks
and financial organisations to increase industrial loan and to provide other helps. The
amount of industrial loan disbursement in the country was tk. 9650.00 crore in 2005-06
whereas it was tk. 24487.71 crore i.e. around 2.5 times more in 2010-11 (Source:
Bangladesh Economic Survey-2011).

4. Steps Taken to Eliminate the Social Obstacles: Weakness in the socio- economic
infrastructure is a great obstacle or challenge in the economic development of the
country. The weakness in the social infrastructure includes mainly the illiteracy of the
vast population (43%), the absence of arrangement for the students’ earning various
types of skills in the curriculum, lack of technical and technological knowledge, and skill
among the labourers, over population and unemployment caused by it, backwardness of
the women society in education and in all other social fields and the lack of their
empowerment, insufficiency of healthcare service for the people, etc. A policy based
foundation has been built up to eliminate all these obstacles. A multipurpose action has
been taken under the ‘National Education Policy 2010°, ‘Health, Nutrition and
Population Sector Policy’, and the second and third phases of the ‘Primary Education
Development Policy’. These actions include:

» Raising the rate of enrolment of students into primary and secondary education and
their attendance at schools, and to take special action to check drop outs;

o Ensuring the political, social, administrative and economic empowerment of
women;

o Providing stipend for the girl students at the secondary and the higher secondary
levels and exempting tuition fees with a view to expanding female education;

o Putting a special importance on enhancing school enrolment, pre-primary education
and stipend with a view to ensuring the eradication of illiteracy within 2014;

o Raising the number of beneficiaries of stipend for the primary education from 48
lakh to 78 lakh;

o Establishing schools in villages where there is no school;

o Free-distributing text books among students;

e Providing training for the teachers engaged in the secondary and the higher

education under various projects, and introducing information technology education
in schools and arranging its expansion;

¢ Including vocational course in the schools of secondary and higher secondary level
with Madrasha with a view to expanding technical and vocational education;

 Incorporating various skills including practical skills in the curriculum for making
the secondary education life and work oriented,;

o Arranging health, family welfare and nutrition service in the community clinics to
reach health service to the rural population;

o Introducing tri-stage based (community, union and upazila) upazila health service
and at the same time introducing district health service.

S. Steps Taken to Eradicate Nature Made Obstacles: Disaster management has been
formed in the country to face natural calamity. Various organisations like Disaster
Management and relief division of the government, under it the directorates of disaster
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7. Controlled Population and Developed Human Resource: The population of the
developed countries is controlled. Since the rate of population growth is lower than the
rate of economic growth, the per capita income increases incessantly. Moreover, because
of high rate of education, proper training and developed health service, the populatlon
turns into human resource. This human resource contributes a lot to the production and
development of the country.

8. The Favourable Foreign Trade: Since the volume and quality of both agricultural
and industrial goods are high, these countries can build up favourable trade relations
with other countries in the field of international trade. This relationship is also helpful
for economic development.

9. The Widespread Urbanisation: Because of the gradual industrialisation from
agriculture based state and because of the development of roads, communication and
electricity system, rural economy holds an urban shape. As a result, rural people keep
coming to towns, and villages also turn into towns.

10. The Political Stability: There is political stability in the developed countries. Here,
administration system works with transparency. The volume of corruption is also very
small. The political and social organisations are also stable and developed. As a result,
an environment favourable to economic development is formed and it sustains.

The Under Developed Country

The level of economic development of a country is determined mainly from the point of
view of per capita real income. The countries of which per capita real income is lower
than that of the per capita real income of the developed countries like the USA, Canada,
Australia and West European countries are called under developed countries. But, it is
not right to term a country under developed on the basis of per capita real income only.
The type of country which is not able to use the resources fully is also meant as
underdeveloped country. According to many economists, the countries where there is co-
existence of unused manpower and natural resources are underdeveloped countries.
Professor Ragnar Narks says, “Underdeveloped countries are those where capital is
much less compared to population and natural resources.”

Dominance of primary profession, shortage of capital and widespread unemployment
exist in these countries. Some common features of these countries are discussed below:

1. The Low Per Capita Income and Low Standard of Living: The main characteristic
of the underdeveloped countries is very low per capita income and standard of living of
the people compared to the developed countries. The major portion of the population has
no ability to fulfill the basic needs such as food, cloth, shelter, education and treatment
facilities etc.

Among the underdeveloped countries, there are even countries with less than 200 dollars
per capita income whereas the per capita income of the prominent developed countries
ranges from 4000 dollars to 85000 dollars (World Development Report 2012).

2. The Excessive Dependence on Agriculture: Majority of the population of the
underdeveloped countries are dependent on agriculture to meet food, livelihood and
other needs. Agriculture is the single biggest sector in the national production.

3. The Undeveloped Agricultural Production and Marketing System: Though
majority of population of these countries are dependent directly or indirectly on
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aid not only for the supply of capital but for the necessary money and other goods
needed during disaster and emergency periods.

11. Lack of Mentality to Take Initiative and Risk: In the underdeveloped countries,
the lack of the Manpower to lead in the economic development is noticed among people.
The progress of economic activities is dependent on capital, just as the same way skilled
entrepreneurs are also required for it. There is lack of capital in these countries.
Moreover, the capitalists do not show interest to invest because of weak infrastructure
and political instability. Investment starts in the traditional trend. There is lack of
mentality to take initiative and risk to invest in the field of new production. As a result,
there is no infusion of new life in economy, and underdevelopment is lengthened.

The Developing Country

In the middle stage of the developed and the underdeveloped countries there is another
type of countries in the world- which are called developing countries. The real per capita
income in these countries is much less compared to that of the developed countries. Most
of the characteristics of underdeveloped economy exist in the developing countries.
Among those there are predominance of agricultural sector, backwardness in industrial
sector, widespread unemployment, insufficiency of transport, communication and
electricity, low rate of education, low rate of capital formation and investment, low per
capita income and poverty, high rate of population growth etc.

But, the difference of these countries from the underdeveloped countries is that through
planned development programme these countries have arranged to increase gross
national product so to say per capita real income by utilising the natural resources and
population of the country. As a result, a tendency has been created to raise per capita
income for a long time.

Under planned development programme these countries undertake efforts to develop
socio-economic infrastructure and rapid industrialisation in the country. As a result, the
tendency to raise the rate of capital formation and investment is seen. Spread of
education is done for making the population human resource, and initiatives are taken to
provide all the people with health service. As a result of all these initiatives and efforts,
there is created a situation of dispelling the anti-development obstacles existing in
economy.

Some common characteristics of developing countries are discussed below:

1. Awareness about the Economic Condition and Initiative for Planned
Development: Developing countries are those that being aware about the condition of
their own economic development, take effective steps for changing that. This step starts
through the process of taking overall development plan. Though there are many
obstacles to the implementation of this development programme in the developing
countries, because of over population and shortage of resources, it is not possible to
attain development without planned programme.

2. The Availability of Natural Resources and Possibility of Development: As there
are natural resources such as land, mineral resources, water resources in these countries,
the volume of population is also big similarly. Endeavours are taken to enhance
production by utilising these natural resources and population.

3. The Reduction of Dependence on Agriculture and Rapid Industrialisation: The
trend to be industry oriented country gradually from agriculture based state is a feature
of developing country. For this purpose, through planned programmes steps are taken to
establish basic industry and to invest in industry.
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people moves from villages to cities in search of work because of industrialisation.
Urbanisation takes place in the country because of all these.

11. Development in Social Environment: Though slow, in the developing countries
education, health service, recreation system, roads and bridges, transport and
communication system, financial organisation such as bank and insurance facility,
international communication etc. are developed and expanded. All these results in
elimination of superstition and bigotry. For being introduced with high standard of
living, people become interested in attaining development.

12. Increase in Per Capita Income and Standard of Living: The economy of
developing country is run mainly on the basis of planning. Though there is the existence
of bottleneck in implementing plans, a tendency to development is created as a result of
implementing the plans. As a result, the per capita income of the people of these
countries continues to increase gradually, and development starts in the standard of
living.

Economic Relationship of Bangladesh with Developed and Developing Countries

We have learnt that the countries of the world are divided into developed, developing
and underdeveloped or least developed countries according to the degree or level of
economic development. According to this division, Bangladesh belongs to the last class
1.e. least developed countries. But, because of incessant development efforts and
activities and the higher standard of some indicators (such as gender equality in
education, reduced rate of child and maternal death, worth mentioning progress in the
rate of enrolment in primary education), Bangladesh may also be considered to be in the
class of developing countries.

We have learnt in the mean time about some developed, developing and under
developed countries. We know that USA, Canada, and most of the countries of Europe
are included in the class of developed countries. South Asia and sub-Saharan African
countries are mainly the low income countries. Moreover, countries of East and Middle
Asia, Latin America, Middle East and North African countries are mainly middle
income countries, which include both ‘middle income’ and ‘higher middle income’
countries.

No country in the world is self sufficient. Every country has to establish, maintain and
develop relationship with other neighboring countries also because of economic, social
and political reasons. In this lesson we shall discuss the issue of economic relationship
of Bangladesh with developed and developing countries.

We can discuss the topic of economic relationship under two main heads: 1.
Relationship concerning foreign trade 2. Relationship concerning loan assistance and the
giving and taking of grant.

1. Relationship Concerning Foreign Trade

There are two aspects of trade —export and import. Export is the source of income of a
country, and import is the head of expenditure. The export income of Bangladesh is

always less than the import expenses. So, Bangladesh is always a country of deficit in
the field international transaction.

The main export goods of Bangladesh include readymade garments and knitwear, raw
jute, goods made of jute, frozen food, tea, leather, agricultural goods, ceramic goods, etc.






188 Bangladesh and Global Studies

The countries from which Bangladesh gets foreign assistance are USA, Canada, UK,
Germany, France, Netherlands, Sweden, Norway, Denmark and Australia. Japan is
worth mentioning as the aid giving agency among the Asian countries. Some amount of
aid is also received from India.

Exercise

Short questions:
1. How is the total income of the factors of production determined? Explain.
2. Explain the code formula to determine the Gross National Product.

3. Why is agricultural sector considered the most important sector in Bangladesh?
Explain.

Descriptive questions:
1. How does the per capita income determine the standard of living? Analyse.

2. How do the sectors of economy contribute to the Gross Domestic Product?
Explain.

3. Make comparative analysis of GDP, GNP and per capita income in case of low
income country.

Multiple choice questions:
1. What percentage of the total Manpower of Bangladesh is engaged in the agricultural

sector?

a. 1731
b. 24.73
c. 2840
d. 43.60

2. The price of which commodity of a garments factory is considered in case of
measuring the Gross National Income?

a. Cotton
b. Yarn
c. Fabric
d. Shirt

Read the passage below and answer question no. 3 and 4.

In 2010, the Gross National Income of 2010 of X country was 9600 crore US dollar and
population was 16 crore.

3. How much US dollar was the per capita of X country in 2010?

a. 400
b. 500
c. 600
d. 700
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4. The above index indicates 'X' country’s people’s —
1. Standard of living
ii. Rate of saving
iii. Rate of education

Which one below is correct?

a. 1
b. il
c. 1&ii
d. i &iii
Creative questions:
1.
‘ Economic Growth |
¥
‘ Low rate of population growth |
¥
‘ Increase in per capita income |
¥
| ? |
a. What is called the Gross National Product?
b. How is Bangladesh entangled in vicious circle of poverty?
c. Explain the idea which the (?) marked place of the table indicate.
d. Among the steps mentioned in the table explain the relationship of first with the

last.

2. Onima was going to visit Kuakata by microbus with the members of her family. At
the time of going, they crossed two Ferris without any hazard. But while going to
cross the ferry of Mohipur, she found that because of water upsurge, three fourth
portion of the pontoon adjacent to the ferry was submerged under water. They had to
wait there for four hours. Talking to the officer in charge of that place, Onima’s
father learnt that the government had taken a special project to solve such type of
situation.

a. What is the foundation of economic development?
b. What is meant by foreign trade?

c. What type of economic obstacle of the country Onima and her family faced on
the way to Kuakata? Explain.

d. Will the project known to Onima’s father be helpful in the economic
development of Bangladesh? Give argument in favour of your answer.
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The Source of income of Bangladesh Government

The government of Bangladesh spends a huge amount of money to accomplish public
welfare, in running the administration and for socio-economic development. The
government has to earn a lot of money to meet these expenses. The sources of income of
Bangladesh government can be divided into two parts. Such as (a) Tax Revenue (b)
Extra tax revenue. The sources of income of Bangladesh government are described
below:

(a) Tax revenue: The income which is received from the taxes imposed on people and
on various business firms and industries by the government is called tax revenue. The
sources of tax revenue income of the government of Bangladesh are as follows:

1. The Customs: The main source of income of the government of Bangladesh is
the customs. The tax which is imposed on the exported and imported goods of
the country is called the customs.

2. Excise duty: The tax which is imposed on the goods produced and used inside
the country is called excise duty. In addition to revenue collection, excise duty is
also imposed on the purpose of reducing the consumption of various harmful
goods. In Bangladesh, excise duty is imposed mainly on tea, cigarette, sugar,
tobacco, kerosene, medicine, spirit, match, wine, ganja, opium, etc.

3. Income tax: An important source of income of the government of Bangladesh is
—the income tax. The tax which is imposed on the personal income of the people
is called income tax. In Bangladesh, income tax is realized at a progressive rate
from those whose income is over a sealing.

4. Value added tax (VAT): The value added tax is usually known as VAT in the
tax system of Bangladesh. At present, in our country VAT has been imposed on
imported and locally produced goods and on some fixed service sectors.

5. Supplementary duty: The duty which is imposed on some goods in addition to
the custom or excise duty or VAT is called the supplementary duty. It is one of
the main sources of income of the government of Bangladesh.

6. Land revenue: The tax paid to the government for the possession and use of
land is known as land revenue. The income of the government in this sector has
decreased to some extent as a result of the government’s exemption of land tax
up to 25 bighas.

7. Non-judicial stamp: The government earns a huge amount of money from the
stamps used for various documents and applications regarding judiciary, passport
and exchange bills, etc.

8. Registration: The registration fee is paid for deed registration, and the court fee
1s paid for lawsuit. The government earns enough money from this source.

9. Vehicle tax: The tax paid for the registration of vehicles is called the vehicle tax.

10. Wine Duty: The government earns some money by imposing duty on wine,
ganja, opium etc. drugs.

11. Electricity duty: The government has income from the electricity duty too.
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10. Revenue collecting divisions: The government of Bangladesh spends a big portion
of the revenue to meet the expenses of income tax, customs, excise, land revenue
division etc.

11. The Foreign affairs: The government has to spend a huge amount of money every
year to establish relationship and operate embassy abroad to protect the interest of
the country outside.

12. Retirement allowance and other facilities: The government has to spend a huge
amount of money every year to give retirement allowance and other benefits to the
retired officers and employees.

13. The Social welfare programe: The government has to allocate a huge amount of
money every year for the social welfare activities.

14. Unexpected expenditure: Every year the government of Bangladesh has to spend
enough money to solve emergency situations created by natural disasters like flood,
cyclone, drought, water upsurge etc.

15. Other heads: In addition to the above mentioned heads, the other heads where the
government spends money are the secretariat, the accounts, fuel and energy, mine,
production and construction etc.

Bangladesh is a developing country. The government of Bangladesh has to spend a huge
amount of money every year on the heads mentioned above. The number of many new
heads and the amount of expenditure are gradually increasing every year. However, the
rate of increase in government expenditure should be controlled for the sake of overall
development of the country.

The Conception of Bank

Bank is an organization to keep deposit of money of the people and to disburse various-
term loans to the borrowers. The role of bank in economic development is important.
People keep their income or surplus money in bank for safety. People also get interest
from some deposits. Bank gives this money deposited by the people to entrepreneurs,
producers, businessmen and debtors as loan and collects interest on this type of loan.
The interest which is given on the deposited money by the bank is less than the interest it
collects from the borrowers. The difference of interest rate is the profit of bank. Bank
survives mainly on the basis of this profit. As a result, bank is called the trader of loans.

The Classification of bank
Banks are classified into three types mainly on the basis of objectives and functions.
Observe the format below:

The Central Bank: The central Bank
bank 1s the highest financial
organization of a country. This
bank supervises and controls the
money market, monetary system

and other banks of the country.
Since it controls the overall The The Specialized
banking system of the country, | The Central Commercial Financial

1ts name 1s the central bank. Bank Bank Organization
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The Role of Various Banks in Poverty Alleviation and Self-Employment

Self employment means being engaged independently in the field of production or in
income generating process through self-initiative with a view to being free from the
curse of unemployment by an active person willing to do work. Every year around 20 to
25 lakh of new eligible people enter the labour market of Bangladesh. Various banks are
playing important role in creating employment of those people and in poverty
alleviation. The role of these banks is given below:

Bangladesh Krishi Bank: After the achievement of liberation, Bangladesh Krishi Bank
was formed taking all the assets and liabilities of the former Agricultural Development
Bank situated in Bangladesh. This bank has important role in poverty alleviation and in
creation of employment. Bangladesh Krishi Bank gives short, medium and long term
loans to the farmers for enhancing agricultural production. Krishi Bank gives loans for
various purposes like purchasing cattle, seeds, fertilizer and agricultural instruments,
installation of power-driven pumps, deep and shallow pumps for irrigation etc. At
present, besides agricultural works, this bank also gives loan for poultry and livestock
growing, fishery, sericulture, fruit cultivation, flower cultivation and for cottage
industry.

In addition to Bangladesh Krishi Bank, the Sonali Bank, the Agrani Bank, the Janata
Bank, Rajshahi Krishi Unnayan Bank and the Rupali Bank have included micro credit
programmes with proper importance in their respective agriculture and rural loan
programme to eradicate poverty through self-employment and income generating
activities. Minimum 25% of the annual loan disbursement target in agriculture and rural
development heads of those banks and financial organizations are reserved for poverty
alleviation. This loan is supplied through various organizations including private
organization, and these banks have their own programmes too.

The Grameen Bank: The Grameen bank has emerged in Bangladesh as an exceptional
bank. It is a specialized financial organization for giving loan to the landless rural men
and women.

The Grameen Bank gives banking facility to the poor men and women of Bangladesh
without security. The advancement of the bank started with a vow to protect the poor
people from the exploitation of rural money lenders. This bank is playing an extended
role to create scope for self-employment for the vast unemployed rural population.

Exercise

Short questions:

What is the government financial system?

What tax is the additional money paid on purchased sweet included in?
What is the reason of calling the tax imposed on sugar Excise?

Which bank performs the duty as clearing house? Explain.

Why do the commercial banks have to keep a portion of their capital in central bank
as reserve?

A



198 Bangladesh and Global Studies

Descriptive questions:
1. Analyse the way to expand the source of government income.

2. Evaluate the role of Bangladesh Krishi Bank in poverty alleviation and in creating
employment.

3. One of the main functions of the central bank is to keep monetary system stable—
Explain.

Multiple choice qustions:
1. Which one is extra tax revenue?
a. Land revenue
b. Income tax
c. [Forest
d. Vehicle tax
2. Which one is the main head of the expenditure of the government of Bangladesh?
a. Defense
b. Education
c. Non government administration
d. Foreign affairs
3. Which one below is the function of the Sonali Bank?
To give money to import vehicles from abroad

To give money for installing tube-wells in lands for irrigation
To give banking facility without security
4. The function of Bangladesh Bank is—
1. Giving loan to the government

a
b. To keep accounts of foreign loan
c
d

ii. Giving loan to the commercial bank in time of crisis
1ii. Giving loan for doing business

Which one below is correct?

a. 1

b. 1&11

c. &l
d. 1,1&ii

Read the paragraph below and answer to the question nos. 4 & 5.

Landless Nurjahan Begum of Sundarpur village received training on poultry rearing
from a local organization. The organization lent Nurjahan Begum ten thousand taka.
Nurjahan Begum is now solvent by rearing poultry.
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4. What organization Nurjahan Begum has taken loan from?

a. The Central Bank

b. The Commercial Bank
¢. The Krishi Bank

d. The Grameen bank

5. The role of the organization giving loan to Nurjahan Begum is —

1. To assist in the compilation of the national budget
ii. To give loan to women without security
ii. To protect the poor people from the exploitation of the rural money lenders

Which one below is correct?

a. 1

b. 1&11

c. 1&1il

d. 1,1&ii

Creative questions :

1.

Two friends of Shafipur village, Mamun and Nafiz live in the village after obtaining
the B.A. degree. Mamun has taken loan amounting to taka 5 lakh from a financial
organization to install a deep tube-well to cultivate his paternal property. The
farmers of the village are able to produce more crops through cultivation by using
the water of Mamun’s tube-well. Nafiz has taken taka twenty lakh from a bank by
mortgaging his house and has started a garments factory. 100 labourers of the village
at Nafiz’s factory. The garments produced in Nafiz’s factory are being exported
abroad. The young people of the village are playing a vital role in poverty alleviation
by working at Nafiz’s factory.

a. How many classes are the banks mainly divided into?

b. What is ‘identified currency’? Explain.

c. Explain the functions in poverty alleviation of the bank from which Mamun has
got loan.

d. The role of the bank from which Nafiz has taken loan is important in economics-
Explain.

Prapti and Dipto are the students of class VIII. Prapti’s father is an importer of

foreign car. This year Prapti’s father has got the prize of the highest tax payer.

Dipto’s father is working in a bank as G.M. Every year Dipto’s father also pays tax

to the government.

a. What is the minimum rate of target of annual loan disbursement of the bank and
tinancial organizations for agriculture and rural development?

b. Explain the important sector of expenditure of Bangladesh government.
c. What type of tax does Dipto’s father give to the government? Explain.

d. The tax that Prapti’s father gives to the government is the source of income of
the government. Explain.
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3. Zahid went to Aarong to buy a shirt for the festival of Eid. He had to pay more
prices than the price written on the body of the shirt. When he asked the reason the
salesman told him, additional price is one type of tax. Zahid’s father is a government
service holder. After coming home when Zahid told all incidents to his father, his
father told that he also pays tax to the government.

a.

b
C.
d

What is called supplementary duty?

. Explain is the main sector of expenditure of Bangladesh government?

Explain the nature of tax that Zahid pays.

. The tax that Zahid’s father gives to the government is the source of income of

the government- Explain.
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communicating with the developed universities of the world sitting in the house, and are
going abroad for studies.

In the case of social change, the impacts of natural, organic and cultural factors
accelerate the flow of the change. Besides, the education, the technology and various
form of new communicating media cast a great impact on the social change. The impact
of these components is noticeable in the rural and urban life of Bangladesh.

Though social change is caused by various components, sometimes special factors such
as the industrialisation and urbanisation cast extensive impact on social change. The far
reaching effect of it is noticed in the whole social system such as in the social, economic,
political, family and religious life. In this circumstance, the impact of industrialisaion
and urbanisaion on the society of Bangladesh is 51gn1f1cant Besides, due to the effect of
urbanization, in the changed circumstance the role of women has also undergone a
change.

7. The Industrialisaion and urbanisaion: The industrialisation is such a process by
which the agriculture and handicraft based economy and social system is transformed
into a mechanical industry based and production oriented economy and society.
Urbanisation is the result of industrialisation. Due to a widespread industrialisation, the
process of switching from rural life to urban mode of life is called urbanization. Since
the post liberation time of Bangladesh to the recent time, there has been a flourish of
various industries. Among these, garments, medicine, tea, sugar, cotton, paper, tobacco,
biscuit, cosmetics, soap industries are main. Due to the expansion of these industries,
many skilled and unskilled labourers of villages are going to cities to be relieved of
unemployment and are having urban life.

Because of industrialisaion, the higher class, the middle class, and the lower class have
emerged in our social life. Industrialisation is at the root of the increase in employment
of this country, a high increasing rate of production, per capita and national income.
Besides, due to industrialisation, the process of localisation of industries has started, and
it has caused urbanisation. For example, Khalishpur of Khulna, Barobkunda of
Chittagong, Chatok of Sylhet, etc. are known as industrial cities today.

The transportation and communication systems have developed because of the
industrialisation and urbanisation. Although geographical distance has been reduced by
it, it has widened social distance. Men and women are working together. The industrial
workers spend most of their time with their colleagues. The impact of the daily life at
work influences the whole stream of life of a person. The philosophy of life, attitude,
mentality and values, etc. of an individual have undergone change. Due to
accommodation constraint in the industrial cities, low wages, etc. it is impossible to live
with all the members of the family together. As a result, extended families are broken,
and nuclear families are created. Again, many problems 1nc1ud1ng divorce in the famlly
organisation, problem in the appropriate socialisation of children and adolescents,
insecurity of the elderly, criminal tendencies and other social problems have emerged
The growth of slums in the cities of our country is an outcome of industrialisation.
Slums have been grown in the places where garments industry, tannery industry, bangle
industry, tobacco and bidi industry have been established, and it has given birth to many
social problems like conflict, robbery, crime, adolescent crime in social life. These
problems have also created chain of problems, which have embittered the city life.
Industrialisation is, on one side, a blessing for the urban economy, and a curse too on the
other.
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children are studying and members of the families are getting health care. Moreover,
alongside men, these women are also carrying out many social responsibilities. With the
social changes, the role of women has undergone changes in various fields. The change
in the role has empowered women and established them with dignity and honour.

Exercise

Short questions:

1. What is industrialisation?

2. How will you define Women Empowerment?
3. What is the social change?

Descriptive questions:

1. How has the social change empowered women and established dignity? Explain.

2. Explain the role of technological knowledge in the change of rural agriculture.

3. Analyse the impact of social changes on the rural and urban societies of Bangladesh.

Multiple choice questions:

1. Which one of the below is the cultural factor of social change?
The Impact of global warming

Increase in the density of population

The Cooperative movement

ao o

The expansion of garments industry

2. What is urbanisaiton?
a. The process of taking urban life leaving rural life
b. The continuous ways to the expansion of industry
c. The method of developing urban civilisation
d. The process of social and economic development

3. The reason of the recent changes in female education of Bangladesh is—
1. the free-distribution of text books
ii. free education up to the secondary level
iii. The impact of upabritti (stipend) programme

Which one is correct?
a. i&ii

b. 1&1i

c. &1
d. 1,1 &1
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Read the paragraph below and answer to the question nos. 4 & 5:

Chandan Nagar once lagged behind much in female education. The number of female
students was less than half the number of male students in the schools. In recent times, in
this region girl students are much advanced in respect of school attendance, achievement
in examinations and in other fields.
4. The reason of the change in female education in Chandan Nagar is—

1. the increase in the parents’ awareness

ii. the Government and non-government initiatives

iii. the development of technology

Which one is correct?

a. i&il

b. i&iii

c. 1 &iii
d. i, ii &iii

5. The reason of backwardness of female education in Chandan Nagar is —
1. the ignorance and lack of education
1. the inadequacy of educational institutions
1i. the development of socio economic and communication systems

Which one is correct?

a. i&il

b. i&iii
c. 1 &iii
d. i,ii &iii

Creative questions:

1. Once the “Shorbodoya” movement of Mahatma Gandhi led the backward people
of India to life. Taking up a programme named ‘Sromodana’ similar to Gandhi’s
programme, a non-government organisation of Bangladesh called CDM is doing
many works to solve the problems of the neglected people of Bogra, and it has
made various changes in different villages of Bogra. In this region, there is
hardly any dowry and child marriage. Working in population control and micro
credit projects, here, various women development organisations have brought
widespread changes in social life.

a. What is the social change?
b. Explain the impact of industrialisaion on social change.

The impact of what factor has resemblance to the social changes created by
‘Shorbodoya and Sromodana’ programmes? Explain.

d. What impacts has microcredit programme made on social life through the
change of women’s role? Analyse.
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2.
Women Eradication of The rise of Increase in
empowerment superstitions crime production
Poverty Increase in self Drug addiction Increase in per
alleviation confidence

capita income

Table: A

a. ‘Social change is the change in the human relationship’- who said this?
Explain the impacts of cultural factor on social change.
c. Explain the positive side of the factor which has effect on the indicators in Table

‘Al

d. The factor of the indicators in Table ‘B’ is blessing in one side and curse in the
other — do you agree to this statement? Give reasons.
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Section 15.1: The Social Anarchy and Degradation of Values

The harmful and problematic elements and the inconvenient situations for the society are
commonly known as Social problems. The social problem does not happen temporarily,
it becomes more or less permanent, and unified effort is needed for its remedy. So, the
social problem is such a state of social life which impacts on the majority of the social
people and which is treated as unwanted, and unified effort from the people of the
society is needed for its prevention.

The social problems originate from social indiscipline. The social disorder is the
disregard for traditional norms, regulations, customs, conducts and behaviour in the
society. The social indiscipline can be seen only when the influence of social rules and
regulations will be reduced from a man’s life. It means when the social norms fails to
regulate the behaviour of a person, then the moral deterioration of a person starts its
formation. The social institutions become nonfunctional when the moral deterioration of
the society becomes massive. In such a situation, various types of social problems can
happen to be generated.

The mentionable symptoms of social indiscipline and anarchy are crimes, juvenile
crimes, drug addiction, kidnapping, suicide, oppression of women, divorce, deterioration
of the law and order situation, bribe, hijacking, terrorism, highway robbery, extortion,
nepotism, sexuality, outbreak of sexual disease, child labour, negligence of the children,
murder and so on.

The Concept of Social Anarchy

The social anarchy is the highest form of social disorder. It is seen when the machinery
of the government does not work properly and cannot control the behaviour of a person
or group. There are many reasons for which the social anarchy occurs.

The Causes of Social Anarchy

The proper exercising of social values is an important factor for the society. The social
anarchy is created due to the degradation of values in the society. The deterioration and
the looseness of law and order situation are also responsible for the creation of anarchy
in the society. Besides, when the law enforcing agencies show discriminatory behaviour
and negligence to the people seeking help is also responsible for the creation of anarchy.
Different activities subversive to culture, invasion of bad culture, political instability,
corruption, etc. is also responsible for the creation of anarchy in the society.

The Concept of the Degradation of Social Values

The social values comprises of the integration of social norms, rules, views and other
socially recommended conducts of any society. Therefore, the values are the
combination of those concept, faith, goal, objectives and determination that indirectly
control the behaviour and activities of the people of the society. For example, showing
proper honour to the elderly persons, showing respect to the guests, showing love and
affection for the younger, etc. are some of the examples of social values. The
deterioration of these values is called the degradation of social values which is the main
reason of social inconsistency.

The Causes of the Degradation of Social Values

The change of the social values is closely associated with the changes of the society.
When the society develops in education, industrialization, urbanization, and in
technology, then its social values also gets changed. Such changes of the social values
may be both positive and negative. The positive changes are socially accepted facts and
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towards woman can be happened at anywhere in the house, street, school, college,
workplace, shopping mall etc.

The Nature of Violence to Women

The violence towards women is gradually increasing in Bangladesh which is the main
obstacle for the independence of women. The violence towards women has many
natures. When a woman becomes the victim of torture, either physical or mental, inside
her home is called domestic violence. She becomes the victim of such type of torture by
her husband, mother-in-law, sister-in-law and other family members. This violence
includes beatlng up the wife, torture to get dowry, deprivation of education and property
rights, compelling to do excessive work, beating up the female child, sexual harassment
and so on.

Sexual harassment, torture and rape, fatwa, acid throwing, trafficking of woman and
children etc. are all brutal, cruel and heinous violence.

The Sexual Harassment: In recent times, the sexual harassment is one of the big social
problems in Bangladesh. It is the highest moral degradation and social disasters, which
like other countries is gradually gripping Bangladesh. Women of our country become
victims of various sexual harassment. Presently girls and young ladies, even married
women become the victim of sexual harassment. This sexual harassment of women is
known as eve-teasing which is becoming unpreventable day by day. Eve-teasing is the
synonym of sexual harassment which has been used extensively without explaining the
real situation. Eve-teasing means disturbing to a woman by a man in a public crowded
place. Women can be the victim of sexual harassment inside the houses, work places, at
streets or any other isolated places for ill motive or to have any immoral relation.

The Fatwa: In rural area, the violence is administered towards a woman through
“Fatwa.” The Influential peoples of the villages administer judicial proceeding
according to their own will which is inconsistent to our existing law.

The Acid Throwing: The acid throwing is a very dangerous violence to woman. The
incidence of acid throwing has increased in Bangladesh recently. Acid throwing in most
of the cases happens towards woman. The love affairs and the refusal of indecent
proposal, dispute concerning property, quarrel in the family and many such becomes the
causes of acid throwing.

The Trafficking of Children and Women: Women and children, who have become the
victims of trafficking, also become the victims of violence. The situation of women and
children trafficking is even worse in the South Asia. Many women and children of
Bangladesh are being trafficked every year. And they have to engage themselves in
various inhuman and humiliated works like prostitution, jockey of the camel, selling of
the organs, etc. under compulsion.

The Causes of Violence to Women

There are many reasons in the society for violence towards women. In our social system,
women are treated always as inexpert person to do various jobs. The violence against
women is increasing gradually because of various social outlooks like deprivation of
women from different social and religious rituals, child marriage, polygamy, being
interested to have a son due to the repeated birth of daughters, etc.

The vulnerable economic condition of our country also encourages establishing the
custom of dowry. Gradually dowry becomes a tool for torture. Besides, depriving a
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The Maternal Welfare

The Right to achieve sound health is a human right. It is needed to ensure equality in
getting service for all people between men and women for having good health, or
ensuring service for entire people. While giving health care, it is very important to
ensure maternal health. Maternal welfare means all organized efforts by society and
social organizations so that maternal health can be well protected and ensured. To be
specific, the most important sides of maternal welfare includes health service during
maternity period, fulfilling the demands of required food and nutrition, safe service, The
presence and nursing by trained midwife during the birth of child and stopping the death
during maternity period, etc.

From the perspective of human rights, death during maternity period is a serious blow to
the right to the survival and to get health service. The overall maternal health situation is
a great concern in Bangladesh. Everyday many pregnant mothers die due to pregnancy.
The development or deterioration of maternal health situation can be realized by the rate
of death reduction of the mother.

One of the goals of National Health policy is to reduce the rate of maternal death,
specially lessening the rate reasonably by the year 2021, the fiftieth anniversary of the
independence of Bangladesh. For this reason, the government has taken satisfactory
steps for the improvement of the health of mother and children and also to provide safe
service during pregnancy as much as possible in every village.

The Government of Bangladesh through a gazette notification on 11 January, 2011
declared maternity leave for 6 months for all females working in government service,
which is effective from 9 January 2011. The increase of maternity leave will help the
mothers to be able to breast feeding their infants that in the long run help eradicate the
problem of malnutrition of infants.

Section 15.3: HIV/AIDS
The Concept of HIV

The HIV is a special type of micro lentivirus. The full name of this virus is Human
Immune Deficiency Virus, in short HIV which once entered into a human body, destroys
gradually the immunity power of the body. HIV viruses remain dormant in the body for
a long time, but usually this dormant period lasts for 6-7 months.

This virus remains in different organs of the affected person, in the blood, semen,
vaginal secretion, spit, tears, urine and breast milk. But, experts opine that the thickness
of virus in tears, urine and spit is very less. That’s why through these organs there is no
possibility of being infected.

The Concept of AIDS

The full name of the acronym AIDS is Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS).
Entering into human body, HIV destroys excessively the immunity level. The last stage
of the HIV infection is called AIDS. As the immunity system of body reduces a lot, any
other disease can easily attack the AIDS affected person. No effective immunization has
yet been invented. For this reason, the obvious consequence of the AIDS affected person
is untimely death.
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The Duties to be Done to the AIDS Patients

The AIDS patients need essential treatment besides social and mental support. They
must be taken to healthcare centres if they get fever, diarrhoea and pain. Arrangements
for regular nutritious food and enough rest in needed. Mental and social support from the
family and society is important for them too. We should always abide the policy, ‘Hate
the disease not the patient’. Keeping friendly relation with them and cheering their
minds through love and affection is necessary. The AIDS contaminated people should
not be kept isolated from others. They should be kept carefully so that they do not get
affected by other contagious diseases. The blood of the infected people should not be
taken or physical relation with them should be avoided.

Section 15.4: Road Accident
The Situation of Road Accident

The road Accident is a common phenomenon in almost every country in the world. But
the situation is terrible in Bangladesh. This problem creates multifarious socio-economic
obstructions in our social life which influences our psychological problem. The incident
related to the roads and highways like the owner, driver, traffic police and the defects of
roads and other incidents related to roads is known as Road Accident. The rate of road
accident is growing uncontrolled with the increased number of roads and vehicles. The
numbers of dead and wounded persons of road accident are also increasing.

A statistics published by the Highway police of Bangladesh in 2001, is observed that the
total number of road accident were 4091 and by the year 2002 it rose up to 4918. From
the year 2002 to 2004, 50.58% of the total road accidents victims died, 38.10% got
severe injury and 11.32% got light injury. Many of those severely injured died while
taking treatment in hospital that is not included on the statistics. The real situation is
even worse than the statistics. We will be able to know the severity of road accident
from our daily newspaper. We can also know the reasons behind this problem, the
impact of which is multifarious.

The Causes of Road Accident

The rate of expert drivers is not yet increased than the rate of vehicles in the cities of
Bangladesh. Most of the accidents happen due to the inexpert and untrained drivers.
Most of the drivers do not know the rules, regulations and laws for driving. For this
reason they drive in extremely high speed. Sometimes drivers without license get
appointment with fewer wages. Most of these drivers are young in age who drive
recklessly and overtake in a dangerous condition. For this reason, road accident is also
increasing everyday.

Most of the truck drivers of our country overload their truck with goods. Again, in some
cases, they carry passengers when get chances. The use of trucks in different activities
like participating in the rally, procession and sports by the students sometimes also cause
road accident. A big number of truck drivers are addicted and sometimes drive
recklessly being drunk, resulting the road accident. Accidents also happen due to loading
with passengers more than the seats capacity or even loading passengers at roof.
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Things to Be Done for Our Safe Movements-

o Walking through the footpath, not crossing the road without looking left and
right, not getting in or out while the vehicle is moving, no talking with the driver
while he/she is driving, and crossing the road only through zebra-crossing, over
bridge and underpass.

o Familiarize the children with highways, access roads, semi-constructed road to
prevent road accident. Besides, to introduce the children about zebra-crossing,
bridge, traffic police, traffic signal, and dangerous places.

e We should be careful about our younger brothers and sisters. It is our duties and
responsibilities to assist the child with special needs and the older person who
need special help while walking. It is our responsibility to be sympathetic to the
victim’s family of road accident and offer them our full hearted cooperation.

Section 15.5: Militancy
The Concept of Militant and Militancy

The English word militant comes from the Latin word Militare which means working as
a soldier. From the perspective of behaviour, militant is the person who loves war, and
Is aggressive, hostile and destroyer. Militants work collectively by means of hostility or
aggressiveness getting support from any established organisation which is not approved
by the state or society. In order to fulfill their own objectives, they use any extreme and
hostile method, so as to form any political concept. The militants not only participate in
destruction but also engage in many activities like giving and collecting money, making
plan, and executing them. The activities of the militants can be administered individually
or in group. To fulfill their objectives, the militant want to establish their political or
religious concept and philosophy made by their organization. To attain this, they use
many techniques to propagate their concept like giving leaflets, posters and booklets. In
many cases, murdering any person or doing any destructive work, they publicise their
confessional statements. They administer their activities by using modern information
technology like e-mail, facebook, twitters, etc. They always want to establish that their
concept is right whether it is acceptable or not to the state and society. They do not want
to abide the existing ideas, values, rules and regulations in the society. In many cases,
they even use bombs, landmines, military weapons and modern deadly weapons.
Sometimes, they also engage with destructive activities by hijacking aeroplane. To
prepare these militants, secret military training is conducted for them. They have secret
connections and communications all around the world. Any policy, contrary to the
policy of the state or society is their policy. The concepts, ideas and activities formed
and published by the militants are called militancy.

The Causes of Militancy

The craziness among the militants may be created through the spirit of the particular
group to realize any political or religious rights and interests of any special community
groups. The activities of the militants may happen to create anarchy in the country, even
there may be any hidden political cause for creating such anarchy. A person may become
a militant because of his misconception of life and world or because of his ignorance of
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increases due to business competition. Persons engaged with corruption, by
counterfeiting or adulterating, try to make more profits, and this causes corruption in our
society.

The price level of essential products in Bangladesh is going upwards without any logic.
At the same time inflation is also getting upwards. For such price hike and inflation, the
businessman, wholesale dealers, middleman, traders, stock broker make their haven of
corruption. They gain much profit by cheating and corruption. And due to this, the
people with low income, just for their survival, start doing corruption.

When the institutions formed to prevent corruption, fails to perform their jobs well or
when its officials themselves have engaged in corruption, then corruption spreads all
over the society in a massive level. Degradation of religious and moral values may also
cause the increase corruption in the society.

The Impacts of Corruption and Its Prevention

The harmful impact of corruption in our social life is far reaching. One can be easily
cheated by the other in a society where it is full of corruption. A corrupted person may
also become the victim of corruption by another person. A corrupted society holds the
senario of deprivation of justified rights. Qualified persons do not have any rightful
place. If the nonqualified persons, through nepotism or bribe get appointment and
promotion, the qualified persons become deprived from their rights. The social justice
cannot be ensured because of corruption. Corruption creates frustration in people of the
society. As a results, the development of talents hampers and gradually creativity losses.
In a corrupted society, people lose respect for the law and order situation, rules and
regulations of the society. It impedes the socio-economic development. Corruption
creates a negative mentality among the officers of an office, and they become negligent
of their duties and responsibilities. They also develop a mind of abusing the property.
Corruption increases the rate of poverty. Honesty, ideals and values start declining.
Above all, corruption is the main reason of the national disaster, an impediment to the
development and prosperity of a county.

It is necessary to create mass awareness and social movement against corruption to
prevent it from the society. The Mass media as an effective tool for creating mass
awareness. Mass awareness can be created by disseminating information about
corruption through the public media. Ensuring accountability among all the levels of the
society may eradicate corruption. It is possible to lift the veil of corruption from the
people through proper auditing of income, expenditure, assets, wealth, etc. Corruption
can be eradicated by organizing the people of the society for massive social movement
to identify those corrupted persons, counterfeiters, frauds and cheats. Corruption can
also be prevented by creating necessary job facilities, establishing law and order
situation, taking programs for eradication of poverty, etc. Besides, by reviving family
values and preventing degradation of the social values, corruption can be prevented in an
effective way.
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Exercise

Short questions:

What is the cause of AIDS?

How can anarchy be created in the society?
Explain the concept of degradation of social values.

How can a women and a child under trafficking become a victim of violence?

A

Why is holding up of a client’s file by the high officials treated as a corruption?

Narrative questions:

1. “The falling apart of social institutions is the main cause of social disorder and
anarchy.” Explain this statement with example.

2. ‘The social anarchy and the degradation of values are interrelated concept’. Explain
with example.

3. ‘Why is sexual harassment and fatwa a cruel and brutal violence to women’?
Explain.

4. ‘Persons capable of earnings are more victim of road accident’. Explain the
statement with arguments.

5. ‘Militants are the criminals in their family life, social life and at national life.’
Explain the statement with example.

Multiple choice question:

1. Which of the followings is the highest punishment for a person convicted of human
trafficking act- 20117

a. Fine of taka two lakh with rigorous imprisonment
b. Fine of Taka five lakh with capital punishment
c. Fine of taka five lakh with rigorous imprisonment

d. Capital punishment or life time imprisonment

2. The main reason of a man to become violent due to his experience at childhood
watching deprivation to a woman —

a. Defective socialization
b. Degradation of values
¢. Stubborn attitude

A~

Dominating mentality
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3. The cause of violence against woman in the society is—
1. The Poverty
ii. The bad social custom

111. The social disorder

Which one of the following is correct?
a.1&ii
b. 1 & iii
c. 1l & iii
d.. 1,1 &iii
4. Why does AIDS occur?
a. For the contact with the tears of the affected patient
b. For the attack of HIV virus
c. For the use of utensils of the affected patient

d. From the hugging of the affected patient

Read the following passage and answer the question nos 5 and 6:

Limon has grown up by experiencing the family clash, quarrels and fighting between his
parents. He grew up alone after the divorce of his father and mother. He had also
experienced the same attitude in his neighbours. The same incidents are happening after
he got married. The family of Limon has gone to get assistance of a social worker in
order to get rid of this problem.

5. What is the main cause of violent attitude of Limon towards his wife?
a. Desire to get dowry
b. Being grown up in extreme poverty
c. Influence of the neighbours

d. Experience of deprivation at childhood

6. The steps that can be taken by the social worker for the family of Limon is —
1. Motivation to form a sound family
1. Awareness about the existing laws

iii. Handing him over to the law enforcing agency
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Which one is correct?

a. 1&il
b. i &iii
c. il & iii
d.i,ii &iii

Creative questions:

1.

Rimi’s father went to Singapore for service. While working there, he felt physically
sick and came back to Bangladesh and died in two weeks. Her mother becomes sick
after six months of the death of her father. Her treatment got started with the help of
a development organization name Nirmal Hashi and after the diagnosis, the doctor
has ascertained that she is suffering from AIDS. This matter has spread over in the
locality. This family is now overcoming many problems. To prevent this problem,
the organisation called Nirmal Hashi stands besides Rimi’s family.

What is HIV identified

b. Explain a way of spreading AIDS.

c. How has the doctor been confirmed that Rimi’s mother is affected by AIDS?
Explain

d. Analyse the steps taken by the organization named Nirmal Hashi to tackle the
problem of Rimi’s family.

According to the information of Roads and Highways Department in 1997 that
almost 125 out of every 10,000 vehicles confront got road accident. The accident
rate 1s the highest among other Asian countries and the rate is 100 times higher
compared to Norway and Sweden. In Bangladesh every year 3412 children die in
road accident. This problem causes injury to1200 children and they become crippled
which means every day in an average 3.5 children become crippled. The report of
Bangladesh Highway police has shown that from 2000-2004, 24% of the wounded
persons of road accident were under the age of 15 years, 30% people were between
16-50 years of age. According to the statistics of the accident Centre of BUET,
workable people between 20-44 years of age are becoming more victims of road
accidents.

a. How many road accidents happened in 2001 according to the report of
Bangladesh Highway Police?

b. Explain the causes of Road accidents with examples.
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c. Explain the economic and mental impact in our social life of the crippled and
death of children and workable persons.

d. Analyse the steps for prevention of road accident in the light of the
information given above.

The End






