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Grade 4 consists of the following clusters:
Grade 4, Cluster 1: Geography of Canada      55
Grade 4, Cluster 2: Living in Canada      69
Grade 4, Cluster 3: Living in Manitoba      105
Grade 4, Cluster 4: History of Manitoba      137
Grade 4, Cluster 5: Canada’s North      161
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GRADE 4 students explore life in Canada, Manitoba, and Canada’s North.
They enhance their knowledge of Canada’s physical and human
geography and develop an awareness of Canadian citizenship and
governance. Students explore the places, stories, and cultures of Manitoba
and discover the diversity and shared experiences of Manitobans, past
and present. They also develop an awareness of life in Canada’s North
through a study of the physical and human geography of one of the
northern territories. Through this exploration, students develop a sense of
belonging and enrich their understanding of citizenship in Manitoba and
Canada.
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Students explore one of Canada’s northern territories.
They consider the physical and human geography
of the territory studied, which includes a focus on
stories, traditions, and changes in ways of life in
Canada’s North. Students examine Aboriginal
contributions, as well as the contribution of the
North to the Canadian community.

Students explore important events and individuals
from Manitoba’s past. This study includes a focus
on early settlement, contributions of diverse
cultural communities, and ways in which life in
Manitoba has changed over time.

Students explore the physical and natural
environment, people, places, and communities of
Manitoba. They also consider Manitoba’s
contributions and links to the rest of the world.

Students enhance their awareness of Canada by
examining various aspects of government,
leadership, and power, including concepts related to
citizenship and democracy. This study includes a
focus on national, provincial, and territorial
symbols, monuments, and commemorative days.

Students study the physical geography of Manitoba
and Canada, including the political boundaries and
geographic regions of Canada.
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4-KL-016 Locate the geographic regions on a map of Canada.
Examples: Western Cordillera, Prairie Region, Canadian Shield,

St. Lawrence-Great Lakes Lowlands, Atlantic Region, Arctic
Region... 

4-KL-017 Describe characteristics of the geographic regions of
Canada. Examples: landforms, bodies of water, vegetation, climate,

population distribution... 

4-VL-005 Appreciate Canada’s vast and diverse geography. 

4.1.2 Geographic Regions of Canada
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• Engaging Students in the Cluster: These are suggested strategies to activate the cluster and
help teachers assess student prior knowledge.

• Suggested Portfolio Selections: This icon is attached to strategies that may result in products,
processes, or performances for inclusion in student portfolios.

• Student Portfolio Tracking Chart: This chart is designed for students to track their portfolio
selections throughout the cluster. It is located in Appendix C.

• Skills Set: This icon identifies the skills that may be targeted for assessment during each
strategy, and provides suggestions for that assessment. Skills assessment information is located
in Appendix A.

• Skills Progress Chart: This teacher tool lists every skills learning outcome for a particular
grade. It is intended to monitor individual student progress related to skills in each cluster and
throughout the grade. It is located in Appendix C.

• Connecting and Reflecting: This is the end-of-cluster assessment activity.

Students study the physical geography of Manitoba and
Canada, including the political boundaries and geographic
regions of Canada.
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• Create a mapping centre with various maps of Manitoba and Canada (e.g., physical, political,
topographic, vegetation...).

• Create a photo centre with pictures (e.g., photos from family vacations, calendar pictures, travel
brochures...) illustrating the physical geography and geographic regions of Canada. Students
speculate about which region is represented, and sort the pictures accordingly.

• Students come to school wearing clothes that identify a Canadian place (e.g., Toronto Maple
Leafs, National Gallery of Canada–Ottawa, Heritage North Museum–Thompson, Festival du
Voyageur–St. Boniface...).

• Create a display of books illustrating the physical geography and geographic regions of
Canada.

• Create a “Where in Canada” artifact centre with objects representing different geographic
regions of Canada (e.g., containers of seawater, rocks and minerals, grapes, canned Arctic Char,
models of mountains...).

• View videos or CD-ROMs depicting Canada’s diverse geography from Travel Video Canada.
Supporting websites can be found at <http://www3.edu.gov.mb.ca/cn/links/ss>

• Read aloud books describing geographic regions of Canada.

• Create a puzzle centre with jigsaw puzzles of Canada.

• On a wall map of Canada, students indicate places they have visited.

•

•

•

•

• Mapping • Geographic Regions of Canada
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4-KE-047 Use examples to distinguish between public and
private property. 

4-VE-012 Respect public and private property.

4.2.3 Public and Private Property

4-KP-043 Identify elected government leaders in their local
communities, in Manitoba, and in Canada. 

4-KP-044 Recognize that there are elected Aboriginal
representatives in Manitoba and in Canada. 

4-KP-044A Identify elected representatives of their Aboriginal
communities. 

4.2.6 Elected Leaders

4-KC-002 Identify democratic ideals in Canadian society.
Examples: equality, freedom, citizen participation in government...

4-KP-041 Explain the purposes of government. 
4-KP-042 Identify levels of government in Canada and give

examples of their responsibilities. Include: municipal or local,
provincial or territorial, First Nation, and federal governments.

4-KE-048 Identify various ways in which governments help
people meet their needs. Examples: education, health care,

sanitation...

4.2.5 Government

4-KP-045 Give examples of formal and informal power and
authority in their lives. Examples: rules, laws, student councils,

bullying, gangs... 

4-KP-046 Identify positive ways of dealing with conflict or the
misuse of power and authority. 

4-VC-001 Be willing to contribute to their groups and
communities. 

4-VP-011 Respect the rights of others when using personal power
or authority. Examples: as a member of cooperative groups, patrols,

class monitors, conflict managers... 

4.2.4 Power and Authority
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• Engaging Students in the Cluster: These are suggested strategies to activate the cluster and
help teachers assess student prior knowledge.

• Suggested Portfolio Selections: This icon is attached to strategies that may result in products,
processes, or performances for inclusion in student portfolios.

• Student Portfolio Tracking Chart: This chart is designed for students to track their portfolio
selections throughout the cluster. It is located in Appendix C.

• Skills Set: This icon identifies the skills that may be targeted for assessment during each
strategy, and provides suggestions for that assessment. Skills assessment information is located
in Appendix A.

• Skills Progress Chart: This teacher tool lists every skills learning outcome for a particular
grade. It is intended to monitor individual student progress related to skills in each cluster and
throughout the grade. It is located in Appendix C.

• Connecting and Reflecting: This is the end-of-cluster assessment activity.

Students enhance their awareness of Canada by examining
various aspects of government, leadership, and power,
including concepts related to citizenship and democracy.
This study includes a focus on national, provincial, and
territorial symbols, monuments, and commemorative days.
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• Present a segment of Canadian comedy (e.g., “This Hour Has 22 Minutes,” “Royal Canadian
Air Farce”...).

• Invite an elected leader to speak to the class (e.g., Member of Parliament/Métis National
Council, Member of the Legislative Assembly, local representative).

• Create a listening centre and invite students to share their favourite Canadian musicians.

• Create a book display of Canadian books from various genres.

• Create a bulletin board display of Canadian images, symbols, and monuments.

• Create a games centre with Canadian trivia games.

• Create a bulletin board display of Canadian artists and their works.

• Read aloud quotes by famous Canadians.

• Invite students to dress up as their favourite Canadian and share how this person represents
Canada.

• Students attach self-stick notes to a map-of-Canada bulletin board that complete the phrase
“Living in Canada means…”.

•

•

•

•

• Symbols, Monuments, and
Important Days

• Canadian Citizenship
• Public and Private Property

• Power and Authority
• Government
• Elected Leaders
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Teacher Reflections

79



ER

4
GRADE

E

ER

4
GRADE



4
GRADE

ER



ER

4
GRADE



4
GRADE

ER



ER

4
GRADE



4
GRADE

ER



ER

4
GRADE

E

ER

4
GRADE



4
GRADE

ER



ER

4
GRADE



Teacher Reflections
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Teacher Reflections
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4.3.3 Cultural Communities
in Manitoba

4.3.4 Identity and Culture

4.3.5 Artistic and Cultural Achievements

4-KI-009 Describe the influence of various factors on their
identities. Include: culture, community, place, region.

4-KI-009A Understand the teachings of Elders about their culture
and identity.

4-KI-009F Describe the influence of their cultural heritage on their
francophone identity.

4-KL-022 Describe the main demographic features of Manitoba.
Include: population, population distribution, cultural communities.

4-VI-003 Value ethnic and cultural diversity in Manitoba.

4-KI-006 Give examples of diverse artistic and cultural
achievements of Manitobans. Include: Aboriginal and

francophone cultural achievements.
4-KI-006A Give examples of Aboriginal artistic and cultural

achievements and organizations in Manitoba.
4-KI-006F Give examples of francophone artistic and cultural

achievements and organizations in Manitoba.
4-KL-025 Describe places of historic, cultural, or environmental

significance in Manitoba. Examples: Lower Fort Garry, the Forks,
musée de Saint-Boniface, Thunderbird House, provincial/national

parks... 
4-VI-004 Value the artistic and cultural achievements of

Manitobans.

4-KI-005 Identify cultural communities in Manitoba.
4-KI-007 Identify Aboriginal communities, cultures, and

languages in Manitoba. Examples: Cree, Ojibway, Dakota, Michif,
Oji-Cree, Dene... 

4-KI-007A Identify connections between their community and
other Aboriginal communities in Manitoba.

4-KI-008 Identify francophone communities in Manitoba.
4-KI-008F Identify connections between their local community

and other francophone communities in Manitoba.
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• Engaging Students in the Cluster: These are suggested strategies to activate the cluster and
help teachers assess student prior knowledge.

• Suggested Portfolio Selections: This icon is attached to strategies that may result in products,
processes, or performances for inclusion in student portfolios.

• Student Portfolio Tracking Chart: This chart is designed for students to track their portfolio
selections throughout the cluster. It is located in Appendix C.

• Skills Set: This icon identifies the skills that may be targeted for assessment during each
strategy, and provides suggestions for that assessment. Skills assessment information is located
in Appendix A.

• Skills Progress Chart: This teacher tool lists every skills learning outcome for a particular
grade. It is intended to monitor individual student progress related to skills in each cluster and
throughout the grade. It is located in Appendix C.

• Connecting and Reflecting: This is the end-of-cluster assessment activity.

Students explore the physical and natural environment,
people, places, and communities of Manitoba. They also
consider Manitoba’s contributions and links to the rest of
the world.
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• Show video clips of Manitoba people, places, and communities. RealVideos are available at the
Travel Manitoba Video Library.
<http://www.travelmanitoba.com/freestuff/videos.html>

• Create a “Travel Manitoba” centre with magazines, brochures, postcards, and images of the
environment, people, places, and communities of Manitoba.

• Students describe significant people and places in Manitoba.

• Students create Manitoba acrostic poems and share with peers.

• Take students on a “mind trip” across Manitoba, using guided imagery to describe the
environment, people, places, and communities of Manitoba.

• Students create focused freewriting responses to the following statements:
— Manitoba feels like...
— Manitoba tastes like...
— Manitoba looks like...
— Manitoba sounds like...
— Manitoba smells like...

• Students examine Manitoba maps and create place name riddles (e.g., clue–happy rock, answer
–Gladstone...). Students challenge peers to solve.

•

•

•

•

• Geographic Features and Natural
Resources in Manitoba

• Environmental Stewardship and
Sustainability

• Cultural Communities in Manitoba
• Identity and Culture
• Artistic and Cultural Achievements
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4.4.2 People and Events That Shaped Manitoba

4-KH-033 Relate stories of people and events that shaped
Manitoba. Examples: voyageurs, Louis Riel, Chief Peguis, Lord

Selkirk, Nellie McClung, Thanadelthur, bison hunt...
4-VH-008 Value oral tradition as an important way to learn

history.

4.4.3 Historical Cultural Contributions

4-KI-010 Give examples of the contributions of diverse ethnic
and cultural communities to the history of Manitoba.

4-KI-011 Give examples of Aboriginal contributions to the history
of Manitoba. Examples: place names, art, parks and historic sites,

symbols and stories, guidance to early settlers... 
4-KI-011A Recognize that their identities are connected to the

history of their Aboriginal community.
4-KI-012 Give examples of francophone contributions to the

history of Manitoba. Examples: settlement of Saint-Boniface, place
names, language and culture, voyageurs...

4-KI-012F Recognize that their identities are connected to the
history of their francophone community.

4.4.4 Changes in Ways of Life

4-KH-035 Describe ways in which life in Manitoba has changed
over time. Examples: housing, food, hunting and fishing, clothing,

recreation, languages, education, agriculture, transportation...
4-VH-009 Appreciate the significance of Manitoba’s history in

their lives.
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• Engaging Students in the Cluster: These are suggested strategies to activate the cluster and
help teachers assess student prior knowledge.

• Suggested Portfolio Selections: This icon is attached to strategies that may result in products,
processes, or performances for inclusion in student portfolios.

• Student Portfolio Tracking Chart: This chart is designed for students to track their portfolio
selections throughout the cluster. It is located in Appendix C.

• Skills Set: This icon identifies the skills that may be targeted for assessment during each
strategy, and provides suggestions for that assessment. Skills assessment information is located
in Appendix A.

• Skills Progress Chart: This teacher tool lists every skills learning outcome for a particular
grade. It is intended to monitor individual student progress related to skills in each cluster and
throughout the grade. It is located in Appendix C.

• Connecting and Reflecting: This is the end-of-cluster assessment activity.

Students explore important events and individuals from
Manitoba’s past. This study includes a focus on early
settlement, contributions of diverse cultural communities,
and ways in which life in Manitoba has changed over time.
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• Create an artifacts centre of items from Manitoba’s past (e.g., clothing, household items,
historical pictures...).

• Create a display of books related to Manitoba’s past.

• Invite students to dress in costumes representing life or significant people from Manitoba’s
past.

• Create a bulletin board display illustrating important events and individuals and pictures of
early life in Manitoba.

• Come dressed in a period costume and assume the characteristics of a teacher from long ago
(e.g., students seated in rows, strict discipline, slates...).

• Provide food samples that represent life in Manitoba’s past (e.g., foods made from old-time
recipes, old-fashioned candy...).

•

•

•

•

• Early Life and Settlement
• People and Events That Shaped

Manitoba

• Historical Cultural Contributions
• Changes in Ways of Life
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4.5.3 People of the North

4-KI-014 Give examples of Aboriginal languages, cultures, and
communities in the northern territory studied.

4-KL-030 Describe the demographic features of the northern
territory studied. Examples: population, population distribution…

4.5.4 Ways of Life in the North

4-KL-032 Describe various purposes of inuksuit. Examples:
companionship; to mark food caches, hunting locations,

direction…
4-KH-038 Describe changes in ways of life in the last century in

the northern territory studied. Examples: food, clothing,
transportation, languages, recreation, education...

4.5.5 Northern Contributions

4-KI-013 Describe Aboriginal contributions to the northern
territory studied. Examples: visual arts, games, music, dance…

4-KH-036 Give examples of stories and traditions of the northern
territory studied.

4-VL-007 Value the contributions of the North to the Canadian
community.
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• Engaging Students in the Cluster: These are suggested strategies to activate the cluster and
help teachers assess student prior knowledge.

• Suggested Portfolio Selections: This icon is attached to strategies that may result in products,
processes, or performances for inclusion in student portfolios.

• Student Portfolio Tracking Chart: This chart is designed for students to track their portfolio
selections throughout the cluster. It is located in Appendix C.

• Skills Set: This icon identifies the skills that may be targeted for assessment during each
strategy, and provides suggestions for that assessment. Skills assessment information is located
in Appendix A.

• Skills Progress Chart: This teacher tool lists every skills learning outcome for a particular
grade. It is intended to monitor individual student progress related to skills in each cluster and
throughout the grade. It is located in Appendix C.

• Connecting and Reflecting: This is the end-of-cluster assessment activity.

Students explore one of Canada’s northern territories. They consider the 
physical and human geography of the territory studied, which includes a
focus on stories, traditions, and changes in ways of life in Canada’s
North. Students examine Aboriginal contributions, as well as the
contribution of the North to the Canadian community.

The study of a northern territory (Yukon Territory, Northwest
Territories, or Nunavut Territory) in Cluster 5 may be planned and
organized in a variety of ways:
• each student may individually select a northern territory
• small groups select a northern territory to study collaboratively (e.g., Jigsaw, Co-op Co-op...)
• the entire class may study the same northern territory, based on student interests and available resources
It is suggested that teachers involve students in the selection of the northern territory to be studied, guiding them
according to interests and available resources.



4
GRADE

ER

• Create a “Canada’s Northern Territories” centre with magazines, brochures, postcards, maps,
and images of the environment, people, and places of the North.

• Students create focused freewriting responses to the following statements:
– The North feels like...
– The North tastes like...
– The North looks like...
– The North sounds like...
– The North smells like...

• Create a listening centre with selections representative of Canada’s North (e.g., Susan Aglukark,
throat singing, recorded narratives...).

• Create a book display of northern books from various genres.

• Create a bulletin board display of northern landscapes, people of the North, the Aurora
Borealis, and art and sculpture.

• Introduce and play a variety of northern games.

• Create an artifact centre of items representing Canada’s North. Encourage students to
contribute additional artifacts and pictures that relate to Canada’s northern territories.

• Pack a backpack. As an Admit Slip, students submit an item to take on an imaginary trip to
Canada’s North.

• Students listen to and read stories and poems set in Canada’s North.

• Create a mapping centre with various maps of the northern territories.

• View videos about Canada’s North (e.g., Klondike Quest, travel/tourist videos...).

• Physical Features and Natural
Resources

• Changes in the North
• People of the North

• Ways of Life in the North
• Northern Contributions
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Teacher Reflections
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Geography of Canada Cluster 1 

 
Name of Learning Experience 

 

 
Portfolio Selections 

 
Mapping •  

•  
•  
 

Geographic Regions of Canada •  
•  
•  
 

 



 
 
 

 

Living in Canada Cluster 2 

 

 
Name of Learning Experience 

 

 
Portfolio Selections 

 
Symbols, Monuments, and Important Days •  

•  
•  
 

Canadian Citizenship •  
•  
•  

Public and Private Property •  
•  
•  
 

Power and Authority •  
•  
•  
 

Government •  
•  
•  
 

Elected Leaders •  
•  
•  
 

 



 
 
 

 

Living in Manitoba Cluster 3 

 

 
Name of Learning Experience 

 

 
Portfolio Selections 

 
Geographic Features and Natural Resources in 
Manitoba 

•  
•  
•  
 

Environmental Stewardship and Sustainability •  
•  
•  

Cultural Communities in Manitoba •  
•  
•  
 

Identity and Culture •  
•  
•  
 

Artistic and Cultural Achievements •  
•  
•  
 

 



 
 
 

 

History of Manitoba Cluster 4 

 

 
Name of Learning Experience 

 

 
Portfolio Selections 

 
Early Life and Settlement •  

•  
•  
 

People and Events That Shaped Manitoba  
 
 

•  
•  
•  

Historical Cultural Contributions •  
•  
•  
 

Changes in Ways of Life •  
•  
•  
 

 



 
 
 

 

Canada's North Cluster 5 

 

 
Name of Learning Experience 

 

 
Portfolio Selections 

 
Physical Features and Natural Resources •  

•  
•  
 

Changes in the North 
 

•  
•  
•  

People of the North •  
•  
•  
 

Ways of Life in the North •  
•  
•  
 

Northern Contributions 
 
 

•  
•  
•  
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